
Press release: Gloucestershire Man
ordered to pay £675 for illegally
fishing for elvers.

Yesterday (6 February 2017) Paul Ridler, of Betjeman Close, Gloucester
pleaded guilty at Gloucestershire Magistrates’ Court to one charge of fishing
for elvers without the appropriate authorisation.

Mr Ridler was fined £250 and ordered to pay £400 in costs, along with a £25
victim surcharge.

The charge was brought by the Environment Agency contrary to section 27B (1)
of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.

On April 7 2016, Environment Agency officers were patrolling the River Severn
at Ashleworth. Officers spoke to two males, Mr Anthony Ridler and Mr Paul
Ridler. Anthony Ridler confirmed he had the required authorisation to fish
for elvers but Mr Paul Ridler did not have authorisation and would not be
fishing.

Later that evening officers returned to find Paul Ridler in wet, muddy
waterproofs and gloves with an elver net and empty bucket. Paul Ridler stated
he was looking after the net for his brother who was further downstream, and
this was the only net they had with them.

Officers located Anthony Ridler who was in the river further downstream with
a dip net immersed in water, and confirmed he was fishing alone and indicated
he was not aware his brother was using the spare net.

Paul Ridler stated to one of the officers that he was not elvering and it was
a “silly mistake, which would not happen again.”

Speaking after the case, Carl Salisbury, the Environment Agency officer in
charge of the investigation, said:

We will continue to target those who decide to fish illegally
without a licence or the correct authorisation and will work with
other enforcement bodies to deal with the theft of fish.

Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report
it directly to the Environment Agency hotline, 0800 80 70 60.
Information on illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be
reported anonymously to Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.
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Press release: Five guilty of
illegally fishing in Nottinghamshire

Fishing without a licence has landed five Nottinghamshire anglers with
penalties totalling more than £3,500.

Shaun Ryan of Bentinck Close in Newark, Teresa Cotton of Bramerton Road in
Nottingham, Sean Bosworth of Hanley Avenue in Nottingham, Robert White of
Melbourne Road in Nottingham, and Miodrag Katin of Woolmer Road in Nottingham
were all guilty under Section 27(1)(a) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries
Act 1975.

All were reeled in by Environment Agency bailiffs on regular patrols designed
to catch unlicensed anglers in the act – and protect the sport for those who
do follow the rules.

The five offenders were tried on Wednesday 1 February at Nottingham
Magistrates Court. Fines totalled £2,750 but with costs and victim surcharges
included, the five paid out penalties totalling £3,661.99. A rod licence
currently costs from just £27.

Callum Underhill, Environment Agency enforcement officer, said:

Wednesday was a good day for the near-million anglers that fish
legally every year, respecting each other and the sport. There
really is no excuse – if you don’t have a licence, pick one up from
the Post Office or online before we pick you up.

It makes no sense to have the embarrassment of a court visit, a
criminal conviction and a bill for potentially thousands of pounds
when an annual licence is currently just £27. We think these cheats
will think twice before picking up a rod illegally again and if
they don’t, our officers are ready and waiting.

The money from rod licence sales supports fish, fisheries and fishing, and
protects the future of the sport. A small number of anglers refuse to buy a
licence, cheating the sport and their fellow anglers.

For the minority who flout the rules, the most common offence is fishing
without a valid licence, which could land them with a fine of up to £2,500
and a criminal record.

In 2015/16, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Leicestershire enforcement
officers checked 6,255 licences and reported 158 for fishing illegally,
bringing in fines and costs totalling £45,517.

Last year in England, the Environment Agency checked more than 62,000 rod
licences and prosecuted more than 1,900 anglers for rod and line offences,
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resulting in fines and costs in excess of £500,000.

Any angler aged 12 or over, fishing on a river, canal or still water needs a
licence. A full rod licence costs from just £27 (concessions available) and
is available from the Post Office either online or in a local branch, or by
phoning 0344 800 5386.

Money from rod licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is used
to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers including
protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease; restoring fish
stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and fish habitat
improvements. Rod licence money is also used to fund the Angling Trust to
provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in the
sport.

To help crack down on unlicensed fishing, the Environment Agency urges people
to report illegal activity by calling its incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60
or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

ENDS

Notes to editors:

Miodrag Katin, who was proved guilty in absence, was fined £660 and
ordered to pay costs of £127, as well as a victim surcharge of £66,
making the total penalty £853. Mr Katin was caught on 4 June 2016 on the
River Trent at West Bridgford, Nottingham.

Robert White, who pleaded guilty, was fined £450 and ordered to pay
costs of £127.47, as well as a victim surcharge of £45, making the total
penalty £622.47. Mr White was caught on 23 July 2016 on the River Trent
at Gunthorpe, Nottingham.

Sean Bosworth, who was proved guilty in absence, was fined £660 and
ordered to pay costs of £127.47, as well as a victim surcharge of £66,
making the total penalty £853.47. Mr Bosworth was caught on 12 July 2016
at Trent View Fishery, Hoveringham.

Teresa Cotton, who was proved guilty in absence, was fined £660 and
ordered to pay costs of £127.47, as well as a victim surcharge of £66,
making the total penalty £853.47. Ms Cotton was caught on 2 July on the
River Trent at Colwick, Nottingham.

Shaun Ryan, who pleaded guilty, was fined £320 and ordered to pay costs
of £127.47, as well as a victim surcharge of £32, making the total
penalty £479.47. Mr Ryan was caught on 23 July 2016 on the River Trent
at Gunthorpe, Nottingham.



All were found fishing for freshwater fish or eels with an unlicensed
instrument in a place where fishing is regulated, contrary to Section
27(1)(a) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975.

Press release: Milestone reached for
Ipswich Flood Barrier scheme

The cofferdam, which is a structure that can be pumped dry to enable
construction of the barrier to take place below the river bed level, is now
in place.

Over the last few months, VBA the contractors working for the EA, have
installed the cofferdam, pumped it dry and they have now excavated the river
silts and gravel.

The next stage is to pour the base slab, which is more than 700 cubic metres
of reinforced concrete. At the moment the steel reinforcement is being placed
by a team of 20 people and the first pour of the base slab will be completed
in the next couple of weeks.

The actual tidal gate is being fabricated in Holland and will be delivered
later in the year when the concrete structure and control building have been
completed.

Progress has been made elsewhere on the site, with the foundations for the
flood walls and the control building now installed.

The project, which will reduce the risk of flooding to 1,608 homes and 422
businesses and support key infrastructure, has been partnership funded by:
the Environment Agency, Ipswich Borough Council, Department for Communities
and Local Government, the Haven Gateway Partnership, and the New Anglia Local
Enterprise Partnership.

EA project manager Andrew Usborne said:

The integrated team at the barrier are making good progress and are
on programme to complete the works in spring 2018.

I am really looking forward to the next key milestone, which is the
delivery of the tidal gate from Holland later in the summer.

Nick Culshaw, VBA operations director, said:
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It has been a real honour to be working with and supporting the EA
on this vital project in Ipswich. In order to protect around 2,000
properties, both commercial and residential, within the town from
flooding in the future, a 20m wide tidal barrier gate, along with
the relevant controls, will be installed.

The barrier, along with additional flood defences undertaken by
VBA, will prevent any surge tides and allow the control of fluvial
flow as required in the future.

The scheme is due to be completed in 2018.

If you’re worried about the risk of flooding to you or a vulnerable person
check your flood risk and other information here: http://ow.ly/SWdMz. Sign up
for Flood Warnings here: http://ow.ly/SWdVp. Alternatively you can call
Floodline on: 0345 988 1188 or sign up for Facebook Flood alerts at:
http://ow.ly/SWdVp

Press release: Heineken paying
£160,000 over pollution incident

The Environment Agency has accepted an offer of £160,000 for an enforcement
undertaking from brewer Heineken UK following a pollution incident at their
cider factory in Hereford, which saw several thousand fish killed.

Heineken have also paid more than £12,000 to cover the Environment Agency’s
legal costs.

The incident, at their Bulmer’s cider plant in August 2014, was caused when a
container of ammonia-contaminated water was emptied to a surface water drain
which connected to the Widemarsh Brook.

At the time it was estimated that between 2,000 and 3,000 fish were killed
including bullhead, minnows, juvenile chub & dace.

Environment Agency spokesperson Dave Throup said:

It’s very unfortunate that a significant pollution of one of
Hereford’s main watercourses happened as a result of Heineken’s
actions.
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However, we are pleased that the company is planning to make a
positive contribution to the county’s environment by offering this
enforcement undertaking.

As a result of the enforcement undertaking, £150,000 will go the Wye & Usk
foundation and £10,000 to Yazor Widemarsh & Eign Brook restoration project.

Press release: Launch of major new
Selly Park North and Selly Oak flood
scheme

Yesterday (Thursday 2 February), the Environment Agency and Calthorpe Estates
carried out a sod cutting ceremony which marked the launch of the Selly Park
North and Selly Oak Flood Risk Management Scheme.

The ceremony was performed by Chair of the Environment Agency Emma Howard
Boyd, Director of Development at Calthorpe Estates, Ralph Minott, and Senior
Flood Risk Advisor for the Environment Agency, Mike Adams.

Working as part of the Rea Catchment Partnership, the £4 million partnership
project will reduce the risk of flooding to over 150 local homes and
businesses in the Selly Park North and Selly Oak area of Birmingham. It will
also help keep key highway routes and infrastructure open during times of
flood, maintaining vital transport and emergency routes in an area that was
severely affected by flooding in 2008, and more recently in June 2016.

The Environment Agency and Calthorpe Estates will be holding public
information drop-in sessions for local residents to find out more about the
scheme. The sessions will be held on:

Monday 6 March, 2pm – 8pm at

St. Peter’s Church

Old Church Road

Birmingham

B17 0BB

and

Tuesday 7 March, 2pm – 8pm at
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Christ Church

953 Pershore Road

Selly Park

B29 7PS

The scheme, which will be delivered by the Environment Agency, involves
deepening and widening an existing flood water storage area near the Bourn
Brook Walkway on Harborne Lane. This will increase the capacity of the
storage area and offer wildlife habitat and ecology improvements. Flow
improvement works will also be carried out, raising land on two plots to
ensure that future Pebble Mill development is safely above the flood level
and creating an overland flow route to direct flows to a new bypass culvert
running underneath the Pershore Road. This will reduce the risk of flood
water getting onto the highway and being routed towards the community.
Construction work on site will begin in the next few weeks.

Funding for the scheme has been raised through a mixture of Government Grant
in Aid, Local Levy and approximately £2 million in partnership contribution
from Calthorpe Estates.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, said:

This scheme is a great example of how, by working with local
partners, we can not only better protect homes and businesses but
also deliver other benefits to local people: such as helping to
keep vital transport links open.

Ralph Minott, Director of Development at Calthorpe Estates said:

Over nearly four years now we have worked hard within the Rea
Catchment Partnership and together we have been able to realise
this partnership project, and the improvements that will make a
difference to the community here. Part of the works include raising
the ground level at the three- acre site of the former BBC Sports
and Social Club at Pebble Mill, and using part of the land as a new
overflow flood channel, which will create an opportunity to reuse
the site that has been blighted by its flooding status. It is
testament to the strong partnership between Birmingham City
Council, Environment Agency, ourselves and other partners sharing
the same ambitions that this project has come to fruition.

Across the West Midlands £65 million of government funding is being invested
until 2021. That includes £2.4 million for Selly Park South and £28 million
in Perry Barr and Witton in Birmingham.


