
Press release: Rapid multi-agency
response to Derbyshire cooking oil
spill

The Environment Agency (EA) has been on site near Peakshole Water in
Castleton, Derbyshire, following a spill of cooking oil in a surface water
drain. Approximately twenty-five litres of used cooking oil were accidentally
spilled into the drain, which leads into Peakshole Water.

After a member of the public reported the pollution, Environment Agency
officers worked with Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service to ensure a clean-up
operation could get off the ground as soon as possible. Derbyshire Fire &
Rescue Service was able to reach the scene of the incident quickly, which
meant that the oil was prevented from spreading further down the drain
towards the watercourse.

The Environment Agency soon joined their Fire and Rescue colleagues in
Castleton, using booms as well as absorbent pads to contain and absorb the
oil.

Castleton is a popular tourist destination in the Peak District National
Park. There have been no reports or sightings of affected wildlife and an
investigation by the Environment Agency did not identify any environmental
impacts.

Commenting on the joint clean-up operation, EA environment officer Paul
Reeves said:

The response to the cooking oil spill incident in Derbyshire on
Saturday is an excellent example of how strong partnership work can
help us protect wildlife and the environment. We were able to
respond quickly by combining resources with Derbyshire Fire and
Rescue, thereby keeping the impact to the environment in this
beautiful area within the Peak District National Park to a minimum.

This incident was reported to us by a member of the public. These
reports are very valuable in helping us in our efforts to protect
the environment, and we’d like to encourage anyone who observes a
suspected pollution to report this to our incident hotline on 0800
80 70 60.
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Press release: Angling championship
aids Tees research

The Environment Agency has joined forces with expert anglers to collect
valuable fisheries data for the River Tees.

The fifth annual River Tees Championship – a fishing survey match organised
by the Environment Agency – saw 46 anglers take part.

Areas of the middle River Tees not normally fished were surveyed during the
competition last Sunday, 3 September, from Croft to upstream Piercebridge.

The results were good, with all sorts of species caught and recorded during
the valuable event.

Phil Rippon, Environment Agency Fisheries Technical Specialist said:

Despite low river levels making fishing conditions difficult, a
variety of species were caught, including dace, chub, perch, bream
and trout, with all sizes and numbers logged.

The data alongside our own surveys, will help us and our partners
to better target habitat and fisheries improvements as well as
helping us to understand about the distribution of fish species in
the Tees.

Our thanks to the angling clubs and landowners who supported the
survey, and to the organisers.

The winner of this years’ championship was Ant Smith who caught 21lb 7oz of
Bream, Dace and Chub. All fish were safely returned to the river.

Press release: Environment Agency
carry out water quality tests on
Clacton beach

Environment Agency officers visit each bathing water beach from May to
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September every year to see what levels of bacteria are present in the water.
Officers use results to maintain and improve bathing water quality.
Across Tendring, the majority of beaches have “good” or “excellent” water
quality, based on regular water sampling by specially trained officers from
the Environment Agency.

A huge amount of work has been carried out with partners at bathing waters
across the area to maintain and improve water quality. As part of this,
additional sampling is taking place at Clacton bathing water to help us
obtain a clearer picture of pollution sources. A period of testing is being
conducted this week, with samples of groundwater being taken from under the
beach.

John Daniels, Senior Environment Officer, said:

Tendring’s bathing waters were generally of a very high standard,
with excellent and good ratings for most beaches.

Samples are taken regularly throughout the bathing water season and
this enables us to check they are safe for people to enjoy. We know
how much people like going to the beach and the great benefit this
has on the local economy. We will continue our work to ensure these
standards are upheld.

We are working closely with partners to try and establish the cause
of bathing water quality issues at Clacton. Investigations have led
us to believe that contaminated groundwater is the most likely
source of the problem.

We will continue to investigate the pollution sources at the beach
to help improve water quality.
The public can also do their bit to keep our beaches clean. Last
month the Environment Agency and partners continued their
#binit4beaches campaign to encourage people to help keep beaches
clean by always putting wet wipes in the bin – not flushing them.

Full details of the water quality results for Clacton and all bathing waters
can be found at the Environment Agency’s bathing water quality data page:
Bathing water quality page

Press release: Environment Agency’s
work helps canoeists navigate River
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Stour

The River Stour, which runs along much of the Suffolk/Essex border, will be
utilised this weekend by up to 300 canoes and kayaks as dedicated paddlers
navigate some 22 miles, through up to 18 portages from Sudbury, through
Constable Country all the way to the coast at Cattawade.

The annual Sudbury to the Sea event, organised by the River Stour Trust,
takes place this weekend (September 9 and 10) and thanks to the efforts of
the Environment Agency those taking part will be enjoying a much clearer
journey.

Dozens of fallen trees and other blockages have been cleared from the
waterway, while several landing points have been repaired or refurbished in
time for the event.

Environment Agency officers will be on hand alongside event marshals and
River Stour Trust volunteers throughout the weekend to offer advice and
answer questions from the public at key sites on the route as well as
assisting participants as they negotiate some of the portages.

Among the locations that have undergone work is the portage at Lamarsh
Regulator weir, which has been refurbished by the Environment Agency
Waterways Operations team.

Paul Separovic, Waterways Operations team leader for the River Stour
Navigation, said:

The Environment Agency has worked really hard and is responsible
for maintaining the River Stour Navigation. We work closely with
our partners on the river via the River Stour Users Group and the
River Stour Trust to enable as many people as possible to fully
enjoy what this beautiful river has to offer.

The River Stour is navigable from Brundon Mill just upstream of
Sudbury all the way through to the tidal waters of the Stour
Estuary at Cattawade and Manningtree for unpowered craft and a
short section of a few miles is also open to powered craft.

Sudbury to the Sea is an annual event that attracts a surge of
visitors to the river and is the River Stour Trust’s prime event on
their calendar. It provides an ideal opportunity to showcase to a
wider audience all that the River Stour has to offer. Over recent
years we have invested on improving navigation infrastructure on
the river and on maintaining and keeping the navigation clear.

Catherine Burrows at the River Stour Trust said:
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We work in partnership with the Environment Agency and we would
like to thank them for efforts made to maintain and keep the River
Stour Navigation in working order.

We believe the upcoming Sudbury to the Sea event will be a great
success and it gives people a chance to see what the River Stour
Trust is doing to promote the river as a navigation and what our
aspirations are for the future. Should anyone further wish to
participate in this year’s event or future events or find out more
about the River Stour Trust, please contact us.

Press release: New and revised permits
for Horse Hill oil and gas site

The company already held a permit to drill the exploratory borehole and
manage wastes arising from that process. This variation allows them to drill
a new borehole, drill a side track from the original borehole and carry out
flow testing to understand the long term economic viability of the oil and
gas reserves. No hydraulic fracturing will take place as part of this
activity.

The company has also been issued with an environmental permit to allow them
to store oil on site following production.

The company will need to adhere strictly to the conditions set out in these
permits, which will ensure the local community and environment are protected.

The Environment Agency considered the opinions raised by local people during
the 4 week consultation with communities, interested groups and other
professional organisations before reaching this decision.

A spokesperson for the Environment Agency said:

We would like to thank all those people who responded to the
consultation. Since the consultation period closed, Horse Hill
Developments Limited has provided additional information to clarify
some of the aspects of their application for flow testing.

After considering all of the information available and completing
our assessment we are confident that the environment and people
will be protected. Environment Agency officers will now ensure
compliance with these operating conditions during the next phase of
works.
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For all media enquiries please contact 0800 141 2743 or email
Southeastpressoffice1@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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