Press release: Spot check crackdown on
waste carriers in Enfield

Last week the Environment Agency took part in a multi-agency day with the
Metropolitan Police Commercial Vehicle Unit, DVSA and HMRC Road Fuel Testing
Unit in a bid to reduce and disrupt waste crime.

During the day of action, numerous commercial vehicles were checked by each
agency including nine carrying controlled waste. Environment Agency officers
checked that these operators had a permit to carry waste, had the correct
duty of care paperwork and were describing the waste they were carrying
correctly and weren’t misdescribing it. Officers also checked whether waste
was being transported to authorised and legitimate sites where it would be
handled correctly.

Senior Environmental Crime Officer Julia Leigh said:

Multi-agency days of action are a valuable tool in preventing and
disrupting waste crime. We want to make it very clear to people
that everyone, including households, have a duty of care to ensure
their waste is managed and disposed of correctly by the people they
give it to. If you use illegal waste carriers to take your rubbish,
you risk being fined up to £5,000.

Gareth Llewellyn, DVSA Chief Executive, said:

DVSA is committed to protecting you from unsafe drivers and
vehicles. By combining our enforcement powers and intelligence with
that of the Environment Agency, we’re effectively targeting waste
operators breaking the rules and putting themselves and other road
users at risk. We won’t hesitate to issue fines, or take vehicles
off our roads, if we find waste carriers operating in an unsafe
manner.

Waste being transported with no authorisations is likely to end up at illegal
waste sites. Such sites store waste in vast quantities and for long periods
of time posing significant risks to health and the environment, like pest
infestations and fires, which could lead to water and land contamination plus
air pollution from smoke. Illegal waste sites are often the cause of odour
complaints too.

Julia Leigh added:

The Environment Agency wants to make sure businesses carrying waste
have the proper authorisations to allow them to transport and
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transfer waste: a waste carrier’s registration from the Environment
Agency and waste transfer note from the waste producer.

People who manage waste illegally cost the taxpayer millions every
year in clean-up costs. They undercut legitimate business, pose a
direct threat to sustainable growth in the waste management sector,
take valuable resource from the public sector, and private land
owners can be left with bills running into hundreds of thousands of
pounds in clean-up costs. Our enforcement days make sure that the
right waste goes to the right place [Jto stop unpermitted businesses
undermining legitimate businesses and help create a level playing
field.

All media enquiries, please call 0800 141 2743. Or email us at
southeastpressofficel@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Further information

For information on how to apply as a waster carrier, broker or dealer, visit:
www.goVv.uk/waste-carrier-or-broker-registration.

People or businesses who transport, buy, sell or dispose of waste, or arrange
for someone else to do so, must be registered. To check if someone is
registered, visit: environment.data.gov.uk/public-register/view/search-waste-
carriers-brokers.

To apply for an environmental permit please complete the appropriate form:
www.goVv.uk/topic/environmental -management/environmental -permits.

Press release: Nottingham man arrested
in connection with Walesby Fire

A 41-year-old man was today (Wednesday Nov 8) arrested for questioning in
relation to a fire which burned for over two weeks on a farm near Walesby in
north Nottinghamshire last September.

He was arrested in a joint operation involving officers from the Environment
Agency and Nottinghamshire Police.

He is being questioned in connection to a fire at Oakfield Farm, in Forest
Lane, Walesby, which contained dumped illegal waste.

No permit existed for waste to be stored on the farm.

The man from the Sneinton area of Nottingham was also answering questions
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about two other enquiries following the discovery of illegal waste at a site
on Hathernware Industrial Estate in Loughborough and a farm in
Leicestershire.

When officers entered the property in Sneinton they discovered around 40
suspected cannabis plants. The man is also being questioned over this matter.

Peter Haslock, Area Enforcement Team Leader for the East Midlands, said:

The arrest was made as part of a joint investigation involving
enforcement officers from the Environment Agency and colleagues
from Nottinghamshire Police.

We know the Walesby site did not have a permit for waste activity
and we believe the waste was involved in the fire.

These are extremely serious cases and the Environment Agency is
determined to bring the culprits to justice.

We are working closely with partners to share intelligence on
illegal waste activity. And we’re encouraging property and land
owners to be vigilant.

Anyone who sees waste crime taking place is advised not to approach
as these people can be dangerous.

Report it by calling our incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60 or
anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Advice to land and property owners:

e Check any empty land and property regularly and make sure it is secure.

e Carry out rigorous checks on prospective and new tenants. Land and
property owners have a responsibility to ensure anyone leasing their
land/property complies with regulations. They may be committing an
offence by allowing waste to be stored on land or property without the
relevant permissions and could leave them liable to prosecution

e Be vigilant and report any unusual behaviour.

Press release: Public asked to comment
on Medway Estuary flood defence

strategy

Members of the public are being invited to share their views on the
Environment Agency’s strategy to protect areas of the north Kent coast over
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the next century.

The online public consultation opens today, 6 November 2017, allowing people
to view the Environment Agency’s plans on how best to best protect people,
properties, wildlife habitats and agricultural land from flooding and coastal
erosion in the Swale and Medway Estuary Area.

The Medway Estuary and Swale Strategy outlines the best technical solution
for flood defence while considering the impact and benefits to local
communities and the environment, as well as the cost to the taxpayer. It
covers the Medway towns of Stoke, Sittingbourne, Conyer and Faversham, in
addition to the Isle of Sheppey and the Medway Estuary.

Rising sea levels could result in the loss of nationally and internationally
designated wildlife habitats in the area, which might be ‘squeezed’ against
existing defences. The strategy therefore considers whether existing defences
could be moved inland and the coastline returned to a more natural state, or
whether habitat could be created elsewhere.

Mark Douch, Area Flood and Coastal Risk Manager, said:

The project team has developed leading options for each section of
the strategy area, based on economic, technical, and environmental
appraisals.

We are keen to hear comments and feedback from the public on the
proposed flood and coastal management options. We want to make sure
we have captured all information before finalising the strategy.

The consultation runs until 5 February 2018.

Members of the local communities and key stakeholders are invited to review
the proposed options for the management of coastal flood and erosion risk at
public exhibitions being held at:

e Eastchurch Village Hall, Isle of Sheppey, 3pm to 7pm, 30 November 2017.
e Riverside Country Park, Gillingham, 3pm to 7pm, 6 December 2017.
e Halling Community Centre, 3:30pm to 7:30pm, 12 December 2017.

Contact

e ALl media enquiries: 0800 141 2743.
e Email southeastpressofficel@environment-agency.gov.uk
e Follow us on Twitter @EnvAgencySE
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Press release: Exercise Tempest tests
the Environment Agency flood response
ahead of winter

More than 300 metres of temporary flood defence barrier, drones and new
visual mapping technology are being put to the test today (7th November) as
the Environment Agency continues preparation for the winter ahead.

Exercise Tempest will see frontline staff test out temporary barriers in
Stratford-upon-Avon —birthplace of William Shakespeare — for the first time.
The exercise will test working arrangements with the local council and
partners so that barriers can be put up quickly and safely when needed to
help to protect properties on the waterfront from flooding.

Staff on-site and in the Environment Agency’s incident room in Lichfield will
also be working together to test new visual mapping technology which will
provide better intelligence about flood damage and impacts on the ground.
This includes drones that teams can use to survey wider flood-hit areas,
sending footage via a live feed, to the Environment Agency incident room.

Up and down the country, the Environment Agency is prepared to take action
this winter wherever it is needed.

Sir James Bevan, chief executive of the Environment Agency, said:

This test exercise is one of many across the country to make sure
we are ready for winter. We have 6,500 trained staff ready to
respond to flooding and we’re making the most of new kit and
technology.

Since the flooding of winter 2015/16, the Environment Agency has
invested £12.5 million in new equipment including an additional 20
miles of temporary barriers, 500,000 sandbags and 250 pumps. The
use of drones will also allow us to have a clearer idea of flood
damage on the ground.

Floods Minister Thérese Coffey said:

This exercise is a brilliant example of work taking place across
the country to make sure we are fully prepared for any potential
flooding this winter.

The use of new hi-spec equipment such as drones and live ‘visual
mapping’ to show flood affected areas will be a huge asset to flood
prevention teams.
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The investment we have made in new technology, portable barriers
and other equipment forms part of the £2.5 billion we are spending
across the country up until 2021 to better protect over 300,000
properties.

Temporary barriers are just one of the ways the Environment Agency aims to
better protect people and properties. But it’'s important to remember people
can never be fully protected against flooding, which is why people are being
urged to go online and check their flood risk by entering their postcode, and
find out what they can do to protect themselves and their property when
flooding hits.

More than 1.2 million people are signed up to the Environment Agency’s free
flood warning service, which sends a message directly by voice message, text
or email when a flood warning is issued.

From 2015 to 2021, Government is investing £2.5 billion in flood and coastal
erosion risk management projects which will reduce the risk of flooding from
rivers, the sea, groundwater and surface water for at least 300,000 homes.

Press release: Multi-agency exercise
to test temporary barriers at Beales
Corner in Bewdley

The Environment Agency’s field team, along with support from Hereford &
Worcester Fire and Rescue Service, Bewdley Town Council and other partners,
will be testing out the deployment of temporary flood barriers and the local
community flood plan.

The exercise, which will start at 09:00am, will provide an opportunity to
test our barrier deployment plan and procedures in this training exercise. We
will be testing our working arrangements with partners and the local
Community Flood Group, so the barriers can be quickly and safely erected when
needed during a flood, with minimum disruption to residents and businesses.

Pedestrians and traffic will be unable to use this section of road and
pathway between Millside Court to where it joins with Kidderminster Road, via
the Stourport Road. Access to Bewdley Bridge and the town will remain fully
accessible by using the Kidderminster Road.

Mark Bowers, Flood Risk Manager said:

This is a test of our operational equipment and local community


https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/long-term-flood-risk
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-multi-agency-exercise-to-test-temporary-barriers-at-beales-corner-in-bewdley/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-multi-agency-exercise-to-test-temporary-barriers-at-beales-corner-in-bewdley/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-multi-agency-exercise-to-test-temporary-barriers-at-beales-corner-in-bewdley/

flood plan. Although we have carried out numerous barrier
deployment exercises at our training depots, doing it on location
will give our field team invaluable experience.

It’s important to remember that we can never protect 100% against
flooding, and we can’t guarantee that specific communities will
always have access to temporary barriers.

Local residents and businesses should be prepared by checking their
flood risk, signing up to flood warnings and finding out what they
can do to protect themselves and their property by visiting the
Prepare for Flooding page on GOV.UK or calling Floodline on 0345
088 1188.

Nick Farress, Bewdley Town Council Clerk added:

This will be a vital practice run to test our new community led
flood plan which has been developed to support the Environment
Agency in retaining the temporary barrier at Beale’s Corner. The
Town Council are very grateful to our band of volunteers who have
put themselves forward to help with this vital work”.

The temporary barrier deployment is also being supported by Hereford &
Worcester Fire and Rescue Service who is a key partner in the project. Wyre
Forest Station Commander, Daryl Justice, said:

Our involvement with the Bewdley Flood Barrier response is new
arrangement that will see our Firefighters add even more value to
the Wyre Forest community.

When flooding is predicted our on-call firefighters will be given a
period of notice which will minimise the impact on their primary
employment and, although deployed under the direction of the
Environment Agency, they will remain available for life threatening
emergencies.

This is one of the first initiatives of its type in the UK and is a
great example of how fire crews can add value in other areas. It
also supports Hereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service's wider
vision of ‘Saving More Lives’.

Environment Agency staff and Community Flood Group members will be available
during the exercise to provide the public with information about access
restrictions, alternative routes and general flood advice. The exercise is
likely to conclude around 13:00pm.



