News story: Flood defence milestone:
100,000 more properties better
protected

Better protecting communities from flooding continues to be a top priority
for the government, the Environment Secretary Michael Gove will reaffirm
today.

Flood defences continue to be built apace across England and 100,000
properties are now better protected thanks to the 350 new flood schemes that
have been completed since April 2015.

The Environment Secretary is in Devon today to open a new £12 million flood
defence scheme in Dawlish Warren, reducing flood risk to 2800 homes and
businesses around the Exe Estuary, as well as the main rail line into South
Devon and Cornwall.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

OQur £2.6 billion investment programme is well underway, with
100,000 more properties already better protected from flooding and
that figure set to triple in under four years.

Dawlish Warren is only one of 350 new defences built since 2015 and
work continues on schemes across the country — all of which are
helping to bring peace of mind to communities, as well as
investment and opportunities.

With elements including a new 100 metre long flood wall and over 200,000
cubic metres of sand, Dawlish Warren uses top engineering techniques and the
natural landscape to reduce flood risk, while also conserving habitat for
birds and wildlife.

As the Environment Secretary opens one flood scheme for Devon, he will
simultaneously announce that work will begin next year on another £12 million
scheme just across the estuary, in Exmouth. Both schemes are part of the
government’s continued £115 million investment drive to reduce flood risk to
15,000 homes and businesses in Devon and Cornwall by 2021.

On top of this existing funding, the Environment Secretary will announce an
extra £1.6 million for Devon from the recent Budget: this will go towards two
schemes, one in Plymouth and one in Whimple.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency said:

We have made great progress in the last two years to reduce flood
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risk around the country and this milestone of 100,000 homes better
protected shows how far we’ve come. These new schemes at Dawlish
Warren and Exmouth are brilliant examples of how the Environment
Agency’s teams continue to work hard to benefit local communities.

In addition to building new defences, this winter we are better
prepared than ever before to respond if flooding occurs with new
equipment, better technology and more than 6,500 trained staff
ready to act.

Following his visit to Dawlish Warren, the Environment Secretary will visit
the Devon Wildlife Trust’s trial reintroduction of beavers on the River Otter
to see the visible impacts they have had on the landscape; creating new dams,
pools and other dramatic changes.

The Environment Secretary’s interest in the project follows the recent
announcement that he is supportive of a planned similar scheme in the Forest
of Dean, which has been granted a licence to proceed.

Press release: Environment Agency
offers stocking fillers for anglers

The Environment Agency is getting into the festive spirit by providing
stocking fillers for anglers as its staff restock rivers with thousands of
fish in the run up to Christmas.

Calverton fish farm, the Environment Agency’s specialist fish breeding farm
in Nottingham, produces between 400,000 and 500,000 fish each year. The farm
breeds nine species of fish including Chub, Dace, Barbel, Roach, Bream,
Crucians, Rudd, Tench and Grayling. The restocking activity is part of an
annual programme, funded by income from rod licence sales.

Alan Henshaw, fisheries team leader at the Environment Agency said:

Many of our industrialised rivers have improved dramatically in
water quality in the last 30 years and concerted restocking from
Calverton has accelerated the restoration of natural fish stocks
and viable fisheries.

New techniques in Pond Rearing have delivered significant
improvements in the average size of the 18 month-old fish and many
rivers and lakes throughout England have benefited from these
stockings. The quality and range of fish produced as part of the
restocking programme is testament to the hard work of the staff at
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Calverton farm.
All of this work is funded by money from rod licence sales to protect and
improve fish stocks and fisheries.”
Some notable stockings that will take place:

e 34,781 mixed Chub, Dace and Roach stocked into the River Leadon in
Gloucestershire.

e 29,750 mixed fish stocked into Rivers, Canals and Stillwaters across
Cumbria and Lancashire in the North West.

e 600 Barbel into the River Dearne in South Yorkshire.

e 21,000 Roach, Bream, Crucians and Tench stocked into still waters and
7,600 Chub, Dace and Barbel stocked across rivers in Thames region.

* 6,400 fish comprising of 6 different species split between the River
Wid, Blackwater and Colne in Anglian East region.

* 4,250 Roach, Bream and Tench into the Blind Yeo in Wessex plus more than
3,000 additional fish split into other waters in the area.

More stockings will continue into the New Year.

Restocking of England’s Rivers and Lakes by the Environment Agency happens
for a number of reasons. This may be following a pollution incident where the
original population has been lost, where recruitment is poor or in the
creation of brand-new fisheries and Angling opportunities.

News story: Tyne and Wear man fined
for waste offences

Jonathan Patrick Finn of Flaxtead Grange, Sunderland Road, Newbottle, was
charged with illegally storing and treating mixed waste when he appeared
before South Tyneside Magistrates’ Court on 12 December 2017.

He admitted the charges brought by the Environment Agency and was handed a
£200 fine with £1,530 costs.
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The court heard how Finn leased a dead end area of land adjacent to the
railway line on the north side of Sheepfolds Road, Sunderland, in January
2016.

The land had previously been fly tipped and Finn was offered six months’ rent
free and £3,000 in return for lawfully disposing of the waste. Instead, Finn
added to it.

Between 4 and 8 January 2016, CCTV captured a red flat back lorry laden with
waste approaching the site. Footage then shows the lorry, owned by Finn’s
father and being used by Finn at the time, leaving empty a short time later.
On 4 January a fire was also photographed on the site.

When Environment Agency officers visited the site on 2 February 2016 they saw
around five tonnes of waste, including construction waste, plastics and
timber on the road outside. Inside they saw large amounts of mixed waste
including household waste, sofas and plastics.

The court heard that Environment Agency officers visited the site twice more
between 23 February and 24 March 2016, each time reporting an increase 1in
waste.

Further photographic evidence taken during this time shows four loads of
waste deposited on the back of a lorry registered in Finn’s name.

In May 2016, the land owner was given four weeks to clear the waste after
Environment Officers were informed that Finn had abandoned the site.

On a subsequent visit they discovered that the waste was being cleared to a
site at the Pallion Industrial Estate in Sunderland owned by Finn’s father,
John Finn, who later confirmed that some of the waste had come from the
Sheepfolds Road site.

Finn attended an interview on 17 October 2016 during which he admitted to
burning waste and operating a waste recycling business without a permit.

Rachael Caldwell from the Environment Agency said:

Environmental laws are there to protect communities and the
environment from pollution.

Anyone who operates outside of these laws is not only breaking them
but is more likely to commit greater harm, which is why we will
pursue them and, where repeated or significant breaches are found,
we will prosecute.

A trial involving another defendant allegedly linked to the illegal storing
and treatment of waste on the site is set to take place next year.



Press release: New flood scheme in
Rugeley officially opened

Members of the Environment Agency, Cannock Chase District Council, the Stoke-
on-Trent and Staffordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP), Rugeley Town
Council, Staffordshire County Council and the Trent Regional Flood & Coastal
Committee visited Rugeley today (Monday 18 December) to mark the completion
of the project.

The newly completed Rugeley flood scheme, which was delivered by the
Environment Agency, will help to reduce the risk of flooding from the Rising
Brook for 114 residential and 159 commercial properties. It also forms an
integral part of Cannock Chase District Council’s plans to regenerate parts
of the town centre.

Work on the project, which started in December 2016, saw construction of a
350m long embankment, which is 4m high at its highest point, on Hagley
playing fields. This embankment has created a flood storage area which will
store water from the Rising Brook during times of heavy rainfall and then
slowly release it back into the watercourse when levels no longer pose a
flood risk.

Mark Swain from the Environment Agency said:

This scheme is fantastic news for the people of Rugeley as it will
help reduce the risk of flooding to a significant number of
residential properties and businesses. Not only that but it is an
important step in unlocking Rugeley’s potential for future
investment, regeneration and growth, something which would be
challenging if the town remained at risk of serious flooding.

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire LEP chairman David Frost CBE said:

This impressive project is very good news for Rugeley, protecting
town centre homes and businesses from flooding and making the town
a better place to live, work and visit.

This scheme means businesses will have a secure foundation when
they make plans to expand, without the risk of their hard work
literally being washed away. It is also creating an attractive
green space for local people to enjoy.
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Cllr John Kraujalis Corporate Improvement Portfolio Leader for Cannock Chase
Council said:

This scheme is an excellent example of true partnership working in
action. The improvements will provide protection and peace of mind
to residents and commercial businesses alike that were at risk from
flooding from the Rising Brook. The Environment Agency has also
successfully procured and delivered a replacement footbridge on
behalf of the Council which became unstable a number of years ago
and was in desperate need of repair.

Gordon Alcott Economic Development & Planning Portfolio Leader for Cannock
Chase Council said:

The works that have been carried out will unlock new development
opportunities in Rugeley that have previously been constrained by
the flood risk. The Council have already received a planning
application for industrial units which could create approximately
60 jobs in the area that would have been affected by flooding prior
to this work being carried out.

The scheme has been developed in partnership with Cannock Chase District
Council and Staffordshire County Council, and funded by Government Flood
Defence Grant in Aid, Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire LEP and the Trent
Flood and Coastal Committee.

Press release: Directors of illegal
waste operation ordered to pay £13,500

On Friday 15 December 2017, Grimsby Magistrates sentenced Ali Al-Ahmad of
Rodmarton Street, London, to a fine of £3,500 and Hassan Abdulrazak of
Foxhills Road, Scunthorpe, to a fine of £3,500. In addition, both defendants
were ordered to pay a contribution towards the prosecution costs of £2,500.

Al-Ahmad was also given an additional fine of £1,500 after he admitted the
illegal deposit of construction and demolition waste that was partly
contaminated with asbestos on the site.

The magistrates also imposed an order on both defendants requiring them to
clear the site of waste within 3 months.

The court was told that the defendants operated a site on Wybeck Road,
Scunthorpe, which did not have the necessary permit between 19 May 2014 and
12 October 2016.
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The pair told officers from the Environment Agency that they were buying cars
from local auctions and exporting them to the Middle East. However, site
inspections revealed that they had started to dismantle vehicles, a practice
which required an environmental permit.

Investigators saw that vehicle cutting operations were taking place and that
vehicle parts, engines, electrical wiring and batteries were being stored on
the site. The pair were told that the operations should stop, but further
inspections showed that the advice had been ignored and that no application
for a permit had been made.

In addition to this joint charge, Al-Ahmad admitted that construction and
demolition waste contaminated with asbestos had been deposited on the site.

Inspectors discovered industrial bulk containers containing oily fluid,
broken asbestos sheeting stored in a pile and remnants of a fire containing
asbestos. Al-Ahmad was present at an inspection which detected chrysotile
asbestos fibres in 19 samples taken from 3 separate locations on and outside
the site boundary.

The court noted that neither defendant had any previous convictions and had
pleaded guilty at the first opportunity.

Commenting after the hearing, an officer involved in the case said:

The defendants deliberately attempted to mislead us as the
regulator. Through such illegal operations they unfairly undercut
legitimate waste businesses, making it difficult for compliant
firms to compete. This causes erosion of the legal waste sector and
standards[], resulting in an industry which is vulnerable to
domination by illegal operators who have no concern for protecting
the public or the environment.

We hope this case assures the legitimate waste industry and the
public that we will investigate businesses who deliberately or

recklessly flout the law, and that the sentences passed send a

clear message that behaviour is unacceptable. [

We have brought this case to a successful outcome by dedicated hard
work and professionalism.

The Environment Agency urges any landowners, farmers or members of the public
who believe an illegal site is in operation to call them immediately on their
24-hour free incident hotline number 0800 80 70 60 or make an anonymous
report to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Charges in the case

e Between 19 May 2014 and 12 October 2016 Ali Al Ahmad did operate a
regulated facility namely a waste operation concerning the deposit,



storage, depollution and disposal of waste vehicles and on land at
Wybeck Road, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire when there was not in force
an environmental permit authorising such activity contrary to Regulation
38 (1) (a) of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales
Regulations) 2010.

Between 19 May 2014 and 12 October 2016 Hassan Abdulrazak did operate a
regulated facility namely a waste operation concerning the deposit,
storage, depollution and disposal of waste vehicles and on land at
Wybeck Road, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire when there was not in force
an environmental permit authorising such activity contrary to Regulation
38 (1) (a) of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales
Regulations) 2010.

On or before 9 February 2016 Ali Al Ahmad did knowingly cause or
knowingly permit the deposit of controlled waste namely construction and
demolition waste contaminated with chrysotile asbestos on land adjacent
at Wybeck Road, Scunthorpe, North Lincolnshire when there was not in
force and environmental permit authorising such deposit contrary to
Section 33(1)(a) Environmental Protection Act 1990 as amended.



