
Press release: Meet mytholmroyd team
constructing vital flood defences

People living and working in Mytholmroyd are invited to meet the construction
team who are building the flood defence scheme to protect 400 homes and
businesses in the village.

A construction open day is being held at Mytholmroyd Community Centre on
Thursday 22 March, 11am – 8pm, for members of the community to drop in to
find out more about the Mytholmroyd Flood Alleviation Scheme which will cost
in the region of £30m.

The flood alleviation scheme has been developed by the Environment Agency in
partnership with Calderdale Council and is expected to be completed by Winter
2019. Design and construction of the scheme has been carried out by main
contractor VBA, a joint venture comprising VolkerStevin, Boskalis Westminster
and SNC-Lavalin’s Atkins business.

Staff will be on hand throughout the day to explain what work is being
carried out in each planning area of the village and answer questions on many
issues including access routes and the size and type of equipment being used
during construction.

Visitors will be told about the schedule of works and be asked during the
event how they would like to be provided with up-to-date information about
the progress of the scheme.

Vital works to be completed as part of the scheme include construction of
new, raised and improved flood walls, relocation of Caldene Bridge, widening
of the river channel at key locations and flood proofing of the buildings
next to the river.

During the next stage of the scheme, which begins in April, drainage
improvements will be made along Burnley Road to reduce the risk of surface
water flooding.

Helen Batt, Calder catchment director for the Environment Agency said:

We’re keen for local residents and businesses to take this
opportunity to find out about our plans for the Mytholmroyd Flood
Scheme which will provide them much better protection against flood
risk in the future.

Our team is committed to involving the community where possible in
the delivery of the scheme and keep them informed at every stage of
its progress.
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Chris Blenkarn, project manager for VBA, said:

We are pleased that flood defence works are moving into the next
phase on site, which will make a difference to the community and
protect local homes and businesses. We look forward to hosting the
event and answering any questions about the construction work.

Cllr Barry Collins, Calderdale Council’s Cabinet Member for Regeneration and
Economic Strategy, said
> The Mytholmroyd Flood Alleviation Scheme is part of our ongoing partnership
work to help protect local communities and improve resilience following the
devastating 2015 floods.

With the second phase of the scheme on its way, we encourage local
people to come along to the open day and talk to the experts to
help them visualise the scheme and understand the impacts.

If anyone has any questions about the scheme they can email the project team:
mytholmroydFAS@environment-agency.gov.uk

There is also a regular news bulletin produced with information about the
scheme which is distributed throughout the village and you can request online
by emailing the team.

Drop in surgeries are held at the Mytholmroyd Community Centre each week on:
Tuesdays 12pm-3pm and Fridays 9am-12pm.

For latest updates visit:
or follow #MytholmroydFAS @EnvAgencyYNE on Twitter.

The Environment Agency is investing £475m in Yorkshire to better protect
66,000 homes across the county as part of our current six year programme to
2021.

Residents are urged to check their flood risk online at
(https://www.gov.uk/check-flood-risk) and sign up for free flood warnings to
give them vital time to save themselves and their possessions from the
devastating effects of flooding. Find out how to prepare for a flood at the
Floods Destroy website

News story: Nine beaches designated as
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bathing waters on the south coast

Beach goers can take to the seas this summer at nine beaches newly designated
as bathing waters on the south coast.

Eight beaches in Cornwall, including Booby’s Bay and South Fistral, and one
in Bournemouth – Manor Steps received their designation today, bringing the
total number of designated bathing waters across England to 423.
At designated bathing waters, the Environment Agency help protect the health
of swimmers, surfers and other visitors, by testing the water for levels of
bacteria and publishing the results online. Across England there are
currently 270 bathing waters with “excellent” water quality.

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

This is great news for anyone who enjoys a trip to the seaside.
Britain’s beaches are visited around 150 million times each year
and the water at these nine beaches, along with more than 400
bathing waters around England, will be tested by the Environment
Agency to help protect the health of visitors.

I would encourage everyone to use the online ‘Bathing Water Data
Explorer’ to check the water quality at designated bathing spots
before heading out for a dip in the sea.

The eight beaches to be designated in Cornwall will take the number of
designated beaches in the county to 89. The newly designated bathing waters
in Cornwall are:

South Fistral beach in Newquay
Booby’s Bay near Trevose Head
Mexico Towan, Upton Towan and Godrevy, all situated on a long stretch of
dunes in St Ives Bay
Northcott Mouth beach to the north of Bude
Gwynver Beach which forms part Whitesand Bay
Tregonhawke in Whitsand Bay

In Bournemouth, Manor Steps Beach, part of the 15 kilometre coastline of
Poole Bay on the Dorset coast, has also been designated as a bathing water.

Beachgoers can find a list of designated bathing waters around the UK and
their water quality ratings on the Bathing Water Data Explorer.
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Press release: Anglers reminded close
season runs from 15 March to 15 June

No fishing for coarse fish in rivers from 15 March to 15 June

The Environment Agency is reminding anglers the ‘close season’ for coarse
fish in rivers comes into effect today (Thursday 15 March) and runs until 15
June. The close season prevents fishing for coarse fish, like barbel and
chub, for 3 months to give the fish a chance to breed. The close season
applies to all rivers, streams and drains in England but does not apply to
most still-waters and canals.

During the close season Environment Agency enforcement offices along with
support from the Angling Trusts Voluntary Water Bailiffs will be out on
rivers and streams making sure people are observing the close season. They
will also be checking lakes and ponds to make sure people who are fishing
have a valid rod licence. Anyone fishing without a fishing licence can
expected to be prosecuted.

Kevin Austin, Deputy Director, Agriculture, Fisheries and the Natural
Environment, said:

Our job is to protect fish stocks and improve fisheries. This
includes rescuing fish in distress, improving habitat and
restocking rivers with 450,000 fish a year. The majority of
anglers, who fish legally, rightly demand that we take action to
catch offenders.

Our enforcement officers, supported by Angling Trust voluntary
bailiffs, will be targeting illegal fishing. We urge anyone to
report illegal fishing as quickly as possible by calling our
incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

Last year the Environment Agency Enforcement Officers ran 670 close season
patrols, reporting 122 anglers for illegally fishing in the close season.

Coarse fishing is still allowed on most still waters and canals, depending on
fishery owner agreement, though a valid fishing licence is still required.
You can check which still waters and canals still have a close season in
operation by checking the byelaws which apply in your area at
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-fishing-byelaws. We will be
finalising a review of the close season on rivers during 2018. Any changes
that arise from this review will be implemented in 2019.

Anyone who wants to go fishing needs to buy a fishing licence. A full annual
licence costs £30 (short term and some concessionary licences are also
available) and are available online at www.gov.uk/get-a-fishing-licence.
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Press release: Anglian Water pays
£50,000 after water pollution incident

Anglian Water has agreed to pay £50,000 to an environmental charity after a
manhole overflowed with black sludge and grey liquid into a watercourse in
Bedfordshire due to a blocked sewer.

An enforcement undertaking (EU) has been agreed with the water company, which
has donated £50,000 to the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire
and Northamptonshire.

The Environment Agency accepted the offer by the water company to put right
any damage caused by the pollution and to donate to an environmental charity.

The money is to benefit the local environment of Nene Valley and Ouse Valley
Living Landscape areas. Anglian Water also paid back the Environment Agency’s
costs of £3,451.

Chris Tate, Environment Agency Team Leader, said:

Enforcement undertakings allow those who commit offences to restore
the environment and to take steps to prevent a recurrence.

When appropriate, they allow a quicker resolution than a
prosecution and help offenders who are prepared to take
responsibility for their actions to put things right voluntarily
working with their local communities.

Due to the pollution, which raised ammonia levels in the watercourse at
Highfield Farm near Ravensden, the incident was classified as a category 2 by
the Environment Agency.

The blockage in the sewer was in the branch from Yarlswood Immigration Centre
and included single-use shampoo sachets which the immigration centre provided
for its residents. There had been six blockages on the same stretch of sewer
since 2011 when the sewer was transferred to AWS. It was not mapped onto the
company’s mapping system until after this incident in June 2015.

Practices for checking the sewer and at the immigration centre have since
changed.
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Press release: Military grade
underwater cameras working to end
illegal fishing for eels in the Fens

Fisheries enforcement staff at the Environment Agency have been working with
new underwater sonar technology to assess fish populations, especially where
it’s hard to use classic methods like netting and electric fishing. The
technology is also being put to excellent use elsewhere and giving us eyes
underwater as well as above.

Our fisheries enforcement work helps to protect the environment and ensure
fisheries income is generated through rod licence sales. All anglers require
an Environment Agency rod licence to fish in England and Wales. The
Environment Agency also lead on the enforcement of permits for migratory
species like eels, smelt and lamprey. Regular auditing of these fisheries is
essential to ensure protection of these iconic and in the case of eel – a
critically endangered species; but also to ensure that the activity is
regulated and sustainable.

Illegal eel fishing is a priority for the Environment Agency who are the lead
organisation responsible for the conservation of this now endangered species.
The eel stock is in decline, recruitment is at an all-time low, and
exploitation of the stock is currently unsustainable. We regulate the fishing
industry, which is carried out by only a handful of licensed fishermen. We
also protect eel habitat, improve passage allowing ore access for eels
further upstream and regulate other activities that might impact on each life
stage of the species. While the West of England has issues with elver fishing
– the capture of tiny juvenile eels returning from the America’s for a global
market, in the East the fens provide excellent habitat for mature eels, vital
in supporting this European species. Adult “silver” eels will return to the
Sargasso Sea as their final life stage to spawn and much of our enforcement
work protects this phase.

Our new sonar equipment has allowed us to see, with amazing clarity, where
we’ve never been able to before – under the water.

This makes checking for nets, especially illegal equipment, much easier and
makes us more efficient and in some cases 100% effective. A recent audit of a
river near Kings Lynn resulted in a record illegal eel net seizure; 16 nets
in total capable of significantly impacting an emigrating eel population –
hundreds of eels were released. The nets were removed and we worked with
Norfolk police to investigate the case.

Using boat mounted sonar equipment we can travel up to 10km per day, checking
every inch of channel for illegal and submerged equipment. This is our
greatest weapon in halting the illegal exploitation of eels and gives us a
chance to completely rid waters of illegal instruments. We are using this
technology to regulate other areas of illegal fishing including poaching,
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netting and trapping. You can see from the images how easy it is for us to
spot illegal equipment, here both ends of an eel “fyke” net can be clearly
seen stretching across the river channel. We use boats and specially trained
enforcement staff to check traps and remove any illegal ones we find.

Anyone fishing for eels should be permitted, be fishing within the conditions
of the licence, and nets must include visible and valid tags, as well as
being equipped with otter guards too.

Any suspected illegal fishing activity should be reported to the Environment
Agency’s Incident Hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

Anyone wishing to fish for migratory species including eels should visit
Permission to trap crayfish, eels, elvers, salmon and sea trout.

All anglers need a valid Environment Agency rod licence which can be bought
using a credit or debit card by calling the Environment Agency’s telesales
line on 0344 800 5386. Alternatively, they can be obtained from any Post
Office or visit:
Buy a rod fishing licence
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