Press release: North East man fined
for illegally burning waste

Mark Anthony Walsh, 57, of Maidstone Drive, Marton, Middlesbrough, appeared
at Peterlee Magistrates’ Court on Wednesday, 2 May, where he pleaded guilty
to burning waste at Thorpe Larches in Sedgefield.

He was fined £5,800, ordered to pay £2,000 in costs and a victim surcharge of
£80.

Prosecuting on behalf of the Environment Agency, Simon Crowder told the court
that on 5 December 2016, the Environment Agency received information from
Durham County Council about possible waste burning taking place on land at
Beechgrove at Thorpe Larches in Sedgefield.

The following day two Environment Agency enforcement officers went to the
property and spoke to Walsh, who said he had been burning waste packing which
he had produced as a result of renovations on his own property. They left
information with Walsh about the Environment Agency role and powers but did
not see any evidence of burning.

In February 2017, the council contacted the Environment Agency to say they
had received further complaints about burning waste at the land.

In March 2017, they received further information about fires at the address
and attended the scene on two occasions. During one of the visits they saw no
one was present with the fire. The waste pile was estimated to measure 5m by
2.5m and contained partially burnt household items along with a plastic
wheelie bin, tin cans, garden waste, waste paper, metal springs and household
electrical items.

During interview on 4 May that year Walsh said he only burnt bedding from the
pig sty. Paul Whitehill, from the Environment Agency in the North East, said:

The evidence, including images and visits by our enforcement
officers, shows Walsh burning waste on his land illegally.

Environmental laws are there to protect the environment and
community and Walsh deliberately flouted those laws, putting the
environment at risk. I'd encourage people to report waste crime to
us so that we can investigate and take any necessary action.

Waste crime can be reported to the Environment Agency on 0800 807060, or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
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Press release: Learn from others how
best to protect people in the Calder
Valley

Sixty flood wardens who volunteer to help protect people and their properties
throughout the Calder Valley are being invited to an event to help them learn
from each other.

Anyone who wants to get involved in supporting residents during a flood
event, either as a flood warden or by volunteering for one of the charities
or organisations which reduce flood risk in the community, can also come
along to the event during the evening to find out how they can help.

Owners and employees from Calderdale businesses will also be welcome to drop
in to get advice on how best to protect their premises from flooding.

The networking event, supported by the Environment Agency and Calderdale
Council, will be held in the Waterfront Hall, at Hebden Bridge Town Hall, on
Wednesday 23 May. It will be open to flood wardens between 5 — 6.30pm and to
members of the local community between 6.30 -8.30pm.

There will be information stalls run by many organisations at the event
including Yorkshire Water, Treesponsibility, Slow the Flow, Watermark Flood
Fund and Community Foundation for Calderdale.

A team from the Environment Agency will be signing people up for their free
flood warning service, providing information about flood defence schemes in
the area and discussing what is included in the Calderdale Flood Action Plan.

Representatives from the Council’s emergency planning, flood and housing
teams will also be on hand to share information on Calderdale’s multiagency
flood response protocol, flood risk management strategy and role in recovery
following serious flooding.

Jonathan Follows, Calderdale flood resilience officer with the Environment
Agency, said:

This is the second time we have had an event of this kind in
Calderdale.

Our flood wardens are invaluable to us as our eyes and ears on the
ground. This is a great opportunity for them to share best practice
so they can support each other.

They will have the chance to meet new people and learn more about
the training opportunities and information that the Environment
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Agency can provide to help them in their role.
Katie Kimber, chair of the Calderdale Community Resilience Board, said:

We have eight flood groups throughout the Calder Valley and if
anyone is interested in joining one as a flood warden or simply as
a volunteer they can come along to our event and find out
everything they need to know.

There will also be representatives from a wide range of voluntary
and community groups who are keen to recruit new volunteers and
will be happy to explain more about their projects.

Mark Thompson, director of Regeneration and Strategy at Calderdale Council,
said:

We're extremely grateful for the work our flood wardens do in
helping to keep our communities as safe and informed as possible.

If you or someone else you know has been affected by flooding,
Calderdale’s flood groups are a valuable support network that can
offer you help and information before, during and after a flood.

This is a great chance to meet wardens in your area, find out more
about what they do and discover some of the many ways in which you
can get involved should you wish to do so.

As part of the event there will be information about resources available to
flood wardens including handbooks and personal protective equipment; training
on how to use the radio network to communicate with other wardens and using
social media during a flood event, demonstrations on using sandbags and a
chance to ask questions and raise any concerns.

If anyone is interested in becoming a flood warden or volunteer they can
email: yorkshirefloodresilience@environment-gov.uk

Press release: EA to allow surface
water management variation at Preston
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New Rd

Permission to vary arrangements for the management of surface water drainage
at Cuadrilla’s Preston New Road site in Little Plumpton have today (01 May)
been granted by the Environment Agency.

The decision follows a rigorous assessment of Cuadrilla’s proposals, as well
as all comments submitted during a public consultation.

Cuadrilla is required to remove and process rainwater that falls on its
Preston New Road site and the variation to the permit sets out the conditions
that must be followed in order to manage this process.

Steve Molyneux, environment manager for Lancashire, said:

After completing a thorough assessment of Cuadrilla’s application
and all of the responses to our public consultation, we are
satisfied that the regulatory controls in place provide a high
level of protection for people and the environment.

My team will now enforce the conditions we have set to ensure the
ongoing protection of the local water courses.

Press release: Plymouth trio banned
from waste trade for fly-tipping
around Cornwall

Three men from the Plymouth area have been banned from the waste trade for
fly-tipping in Cornish beauty spots.

Wayne Plummer, of Burrator Avenue, Princetown, Ashley Brown, of Tollox Place,
Plymouth and Michael Baggally, of Wolseley Road, Plymouth, were all given
Community Orders requiring 100 hours of work after admitting the illegal
deposit of household, industrial and commercial waste and not being
registered waste carriers.

They dumped waste, including old sofas and carpets, in scenic locations, even
setting fire to it on one occasion.

All 3 were ordered to pay £520 compensation and given a Criminal Behaviour
Order for 5 years, preventing them from being involved in the waste business.

Baggallay, who had his hearing for sentencing adjourned pending a mental
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health assessment to establish his fitness for work, appeared at Plymouth
Magistrates Court on Monday 23 April 2018. Plummer and Brown were both
sentenced on 10 April 2018.

The prosecution followed a joint investigation between the Environment
Agency, which took the lead role, South Hams Council, Plymouth City Council,
Cornwall Council and Devon and Cornwall Police.

A spokesperson for the Environment Agency, said:

This criminal behaviour was premeditated and planned and the
environmentally-sensitive locations were chosen by the defendants
for their remoteness in order to better escape detection.

A spokesperson for South Hams District Council, where some of the waste was
tipped, said:

I'm delighted that we’ve been able to work with the Environment
Agency and other local authorities to secure a conviction in this
instance.

I hope this sends a message that fly-tipping will absolutely not be
tolerated, and we will prosecute offenders.

On 2 November 2016, Cornwall Council was alerted to fly-tipping in the car
park at Cremyll on the Rame Peninsula that included sofas and carpets.
Further offences followed in January 2017 at Little Lane in Bovisand and two
days later near Torpoint.

The final offence happened at Hooe Road in Plymstock when waste was dumped on
a public footpath and set on fire. Devon and Somerset Fire and Rescue
attended.

Evidence found at 3 sites linked the waste to all 3 men. The total clean-up
cost was more than £5,000.

Note to the Editor:

Businesses and members of the public have a duty of care to ensure that their
waste is properly dealt with. They should always check that the company
removing their waste is registered as a waste carrier and ask for evidence it
will be properly dealt with. Always ask for a receipt. If a waste collection
company can’t satisfy you on this, don’t employ them. These simple steps can
stop fly-tippers in their tracks.




Press release: £6.2 million flood
defence to protect A1(M) and Catterick
complete

A multi-million pound defence to help protect residents from flooding and
keep traffic moving on one of England’s main north-south routes has been
officially opened today (Friday 27 April).

It is the first time Highways England and the Environment Agency have worked
together on a jointly-funded flood scheme that will offer better flood
protection to the A1(M) at Catterick and 149 properties in the area.

In September 2012, the Catterick area suffered major flooding affecting 130
properties and closing the A1(M) for two days — costing the region’s economy
more than £2 million.

The new flood reservoir, located between Brough Park and the A1(M), uses
large embankments up to 6m high to hold 91 million gallons of water —
equivalent to more than 130 Olympic swimming pools.

The scheme will slow the flow of water through Brough Beck, which previously
overflowed in severe weather. This has been managed by putting meanders in
the beck and building a control structure incorporating two ‘hydro-brakes’ to
control the flow of water.

Five hectares of new habitat have been created, including wetlands, bat
habitats, owl nesting and meadowland.

Brown trout are a key feature of Brough Beck and re-routing provides
increased fish habitat along the beck.

Once the habitat has become established, the area will be a haven for
wildlife and provide a better experience for the public using the local
bridleways and paths.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, said:

As well as reducing flood risk to local homes and businesses, this
flood defence will protect a main traffic artery through Yorkshire
which has been affected in recent years.

We are always looking for innovative ways to get the most benefit
from our flood schemes, and by also creating five hectares of new
habitat, this is a fantastic example of how working together can
bring multiple benefits for the local community, economy and
environment.
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The bulk of the £6.2m scheme cost has come from a special fund managed by
Highways England to tackle environmental issues.

Peter Mumford, Highways England Executive Director of Major Projects and
Capital Portfolio Management, said:

This area suffered badly due to severe weather in 2012 and the Al
is a vitally important route which supports the UK economy so we
must do all we can to keep traffic moving freely along it.

We’'re pleased to have worked with partners on this solution which
helps protect the local community and lets drivers have safe
journeys.

Further funding for the scheme came from the Environment Agency (£1m), Local
Levy (£412,000) and North Yorkshire County Council (£200,000).

The Environment Agency’s own internal field operations teams delivered the
construction work.

The scheme was made possible with support from Highways England, Local Levy
and North Yorkshire County Council, Richmondshire District Council, the
Parish Council and the local community.

Councillor Don Mackenzie, North Yorkshire County Council’s Executive Member
for Highways, said:

The council is very pleased to have worked in partnership with the
Environment Agency and Highways England to bring this important
scheme to a successful conclusion.

This flood storage reservoir will help to protect local residents
from flooding and avoid a repeat of the closure of the Al which
occurred in 2012.

The Catterick flood storage reservoir had its first big test at the start of
March after snow melt in the Dales led to flood water coming down the valley.

The reservoir worked as planned and held back the water from the A1(M) and
Catterick village, storing it in the newly-created bowl, while slowly letting
the water flow back out into Brough Beck at the other side at a speed that
alleviated flooding.

At the opening ceremony, partners involved in the project and local residents
were given a presentation on the scheme, before being given a tour of the
site where an information board featuring artwork by a former Catterick



Primary School pupil was installed.



