Press release: Flood risk due to
thundery downpours

With further thundery downpours expected today (Thursday) and tomorrow
(Friday), the Environment Agency is urging people to check their flood risk —
especially if driving or staying in an unfamiliar location over the half term
break. Communities in the South West of England are most at risk, including
parts of Hampshire, Wiltshire and the West Midlands.

Locally significant surface water flooding impacts are likely from Thursday
afternoon and into Friday due to these heavy and slow-moving thunderstorms.
There is also risk of flooding from urban rivers and rivers that rise
quickly.

The Environment Agency is again warning drivers not to drive through flood
water. Driving through floodwater puts the lives of drivers and their
passengers on the line, risks the safety of emergency responders, and often
causes serious damage to the vehicle, with three-quarters of flood-damaged
cars ultimately being written off. The AA rescued more than 14,500 drivers
from floods between 2013 and 2017.

Kate Marks, Environment Agency flood duty manager, said:

Further heavy showers and scattered thunderstorms bring a risk of
localised surface water and river flooding on Thursday and Friday.
The main risk is for the Western counties of England, with urban
areas are most likely to see the impacts of any flash flooding.

Throughout this period of unsettled stormy weather, our teams will
continue to work 24/7 operating flood defences, clearing blockages
in rivers and streams to ensure they flow freely, and supporting
partners responding to any incidents of surface water flooding.

With heavy rain forecast during rush hour, drivers should stay up
to date with the latest weather forecast and travel information
before making their journey. We remind people not to drive through
flood water as just 30cm can move your car. The public can check
our active alerts and warnings — which are updated every 15 minutes
— online or by calling 0345 988 1188.
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illegal anglers

A bank holiday weekend blitz to check anglers were fishing legally saw
bailiffs net 14 people for offences on rivers and stillwaters across the
North East.

A total of 14 anglers out of 389 checked were found to be in breach of rod
licence and close season legislation and were reported for it.

Environment Agency Fisheries Enforcement Officers visited 80 waters across
the North East from the Borders in the north down to North Yorkshire in the
south.

It brings the total number of first time rod licence checks to 650 during
May, with 37 offence reports issued.
Kevin Summerson, Environment Agency Fisheries Technical Specialist, said:

Our officers were out in force this weekend patrolling our rivers
and stillwaters ensuring people were fishing legally and taking
action against those flouting the law.

People who don’t buy a licence are not only cheating other anglers
and the future of the sport but they are running the risk of a
criminal conviction and a fine. There is no excuse.

Intelligence-led patrols

The Environment Agency acts on information received to target their patrols
to areas where its suspected illegal fishing is taking place. They work with
partners at the police and local angling clubs, supported by the Angling
Trust, to gather intelligence.

Just last week, Three men were ordered to pay fines and costs totalling more
than £1,300 for poaching with illegal fishing nets in the River Derwent in
Gateshead. Kevin added:

We track criminal activity on an intelligence led basis using
information gathered by ourselves, partner organisations and
reports from the public.

Anyone fishing illegally can expect to be prosecuted and face a

fine. I'd urge people to report illegal fishing to us so we can
investigate.

All income from rod licence sales is used to fund Environment Agency work to
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protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries, including improving habitats
for fish and facilities for anglers, tackling illegal fishing and working
with partners to encourage people to give fishing a go.

Buying a rod licence is quick and easy — they start from just £30 for the
year and are free for 13-16 year olds. Under 13s do not need a licence. You
can_buy them online

The Environment Agency urges anyone to report illegal fishing by calling 0800
80 70 60

Press release: Three men fined for
illegal fishing

Three men have been ordered to pay fines and costs totalling more than £1,300
for poaching with illegal fishing nets in the River Derwent in Gateshead.

Scott McGuire, 30, of Beach Road, South Shields, appeared at South Tyneside
Magistrates’ Court on Thursday 24 May, where he pleaded guilty to using gill
nets to catch fish at Durham Bank, Rowlands Gill. He was fined £120, ordered
to pay £300 costs and a victim surcharge of £30.

Stuart Ashall, 45, also of Beach Road, appeared previously on 4 January for
the same offence where he pleaded guilty and was fined £180, ordered to pay
£400 in costs and a victim surcharge of £30.

A third man, John Britten, 34, of Belgrave Road in South Shields, had also
previously pleaded guilty to the same office and was fined £45, ordered to
pay costs of £200 and a victim surcharge of £30 at a court hearing on 8
November last year.

Gill nets are designed to catch fish by their gills and are rarely licensed
in rivers due to their indiscriminate nature and the fact that fish caught in
the nets will usually suffocate and die.

Illegal gill net

Representing the Environment Agency, solicitor Chris Bunting told the court
that Environment Agency enforcement officers were patrolling the River
Derwent on 22 July 2016, looking for people fishing illegally.

At 12.40pm they came across a tent with the three men asleep, two inside and
one outside. In the river next to them was a gill net set across the river.
There was also a salmon head on the ground.

The men said the net had been there when they arrived and they had got the
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salmon from a supermarket.

However, investigations from a fisheries expert concluded the remains were of
an adult wild migratory salmon which had been subject to physical trauma
before death and exposed to the natural environment post death. A fish bought
from a supermarket would be farmed.

Two of the men attended for voluntary interviews on 8 August, 2016, where
they said they did not know there was a net in the river until the
enforcement officers had pointed it out, adding they had met some strangers
on the riverbank the night before, who spoke to them before leaving. They
reiterated the salmon was from a supermarket.

Net is extremely damaging

Following the case David Shears, Senior Fisheries Enforcement Officer for the
Environment Agency in the North East, said:

The River Derwent is a recovering river that had been previously
affected by industry but which has been slowly improving.

Water quality has improved drastically and a fish pass has been
installed in Blaydon which has resulted in fish returning and
repopulating the river system.

Gill nets such as the one used in this case are designed to catch
fish by their gills and can be extremely damaging to fish stocks.
Illegal fishing like this can have a devastating impact, especially
on recovering rivers such as the Derwent.

We're committed to tackling illegal fishing of all kinds and we’ll
continue to work closely with police and angling clubs, supported
by the Angling Trust, to target those flouting the law and take
enforcement action.

A1l income from rod licence sales is used to fund Environment Agency work to
protect and improve fish stocks and fisheries, including improving habitats
for fish and facilities for anglers, tackling illegal fishing and working
with partners to encourage people to give fishing a go.

Buying a rod licence is quick and easy — you can buy them online

The Environment Agency urges anyone to report illegal fishing by calling 0800
80 70 60.
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clampdown throughout East Midlands

Environment Agency enforcement officers in Nottinghamshire will be patrolling
waters throughout the East Midlands this bank holiday weekend (26 to 28 May
2018) as part of a clampdown on illegal fishing.

The officers will be making sure anyone fishing is obeying the law. They’ll
be checking that people are not fishing in waters closed to anglers, are
using the right tackle and equipment, and have a valid fishing licence.

Fish legally this bank holiday

Bank holiday weekends are a great opportunity for families to get out and do
some fishing on waterways and the Environment Agency is keen to ensure
everyone is enjoying themselves and doing the right thing.

In April this year, enforcement officers checked 1,074 anglers, with the
majority being fully licensed and compliant. In that period, officers
reported 31 people for offences. During the last May bank holiday weekend,
530 anglers were checked and 30 people were reported for offences.

Callum Underhill, fisheries enforcement officer at the Environment Agency,
said:

We will once again be out and about around the county this bank
holiday to make sure everyone is fishing legally. Anyone caught
breaking the law can expect to face prosecution.

We regularly carry out enforcement operations in order to protect
fish stocks and improve fisheries. We take all kinds of illegal
fishing extremely seriously, whether it’s fishing without a
licence, using illegal equipment or fishing in the close season.

Illegal fishing is not just unfair on other anglers who fish within
the law, it also endangers the future of the sport by damaging the
sustainability of fish stocks, so it is important for people to
report to us any information about suspected illegal fishing so we
can investigate.

Officers to target hotspots

The Environment Agency’s work is intelligence-led and officers work closely
with partners to target known hotspots and act on reports of illegal fishing.

Anglers are reminded that it is currently the close season for coarse
fishing, so fishing for coarse fish on rivers and streams is not permitted.
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This is to protect breeding fish, helping to safeguard stocks for the future.
Anglers are encouraged to check which waterways are open to fishing by
reading their area’s byelaws.

Investing in fish

Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries, and is
used to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers,
including protecting stocks, restoring fish stocks through re-stocking,
eradicating invasive species, and making fish habitat improvements. Fishing
licence money is also used to fund the Angling Trust to provide information
about fishing and to encourage participation in the sport.

Anyone who wants to go fishing needs to buy a fishing licence. A full annual
licence costs from just £30 and is available online.

People are urged to report illegal fishing to the Environment Agency'’s
incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60, or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555
111.

Press release: Environment Agency
kick-starts River Witham recovery

The Environment Agency (EA) has released hundreds of thousands of roach and
bream larvae into the River Witham on Friday (25 May 2018), to kick-start the
river’s recovery process following a major pollution incident in early March.

Following the pollution of the river in March, which is estimated to have
caused the death of at least 100,000 fish, the EA has been working to bring
those responsible to justice, as well as to ensure that the river recovers as
quickly as possible.

Pollution killed at least 100,000 fish

The EA has staff dedicated to the pollution incident full-time and 1is
continuing to take regular samples of the water quality in the Witham as the
river recovers.

The release of the larvae into the river forms an important first step on the
road to recovery, which could take many months or even years as the river’s
complex ecosystem gets back to full health.

The fish larvae have come from the EA’'s national fish farm in Calverton,
which produces around 450,000 fish of 9 species each year for re-stocking.
Calverton Fish Farm is funded by income from fishing licence fees, and last
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year it delivered more than 6 million advanced reared larvae back into the
wild.

First step in river’s recovery

Environment manager Simon Mitchell said:

The release of thousands of larvae, reared by our own fish farm in
Calverton into the River Witham, marks an important step on the
road to the river’s recovery.

According to our latest estimates, the pollution incident in March
caused the death of no fewer than 100,000 fish — although the exact
figure is likely to be higher. As a river is a complex ecosystem
with different species recovering at different rates, the full
recovery process may take many months or even years.

We take pollution incidents like this extremely seriously and will
always seek to prosecute those who negligently damage our precious
environment and wildlife. We have staff continuing to work on this
pollution incident full-time, as the river progresses through the
recovery phase.

Re-stocking is made possible through fishing licence fees, which fund
Calverton Fish Farm. An annual fishing licence is available from only £30,
and is easily bought online.
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