Press release: Large fine for
Leicester textile firm

Leicester based Euro Dyers Ltd have been ordered to pay a total of £59,259
after operating an illegal textile dye house in a residential area.

Euro Dyers Ltd pleaded guilty at Leicester Magistrates’ Court on 25 July 2018
and were ordered to pay a fine of £40,000, costs of £19,084 alongside a £175
victim surcharge.

The company, who operate at the Saffron Works, Saffron Lane, Leicester had
been told on several occasions that they needed an environmental permit to
operate. Despite numerous warnings from Environment Agency staff who
encouraged and tried to assist them with an application, they never
successfully applied for a permit.

A permit would have introduced conditions to manage odour, regulate emissions
to air and sewer, the generation of waste, noise pollution and the prevention
of accidents. The latter would have been especially important as inspections
found flammable liquids stored on top of oxidising chemicals and chemicals
stored with no containment to control leaks.

Environment Agency officers also found waste water leaking into a roadside
drain outside.

Speaking after the ruling, an Environment Agency officer involved with the
investigation said:

Despite several attempts to assist the company and after numerous
warnings, this company still refused to be brought into the
permitting regime., We hope that this fine will serve as a warning
to them and others in the industry that there are strong penalties
if they flout the law.

This is great news to the residents who live nearby, the
environment and to competitors who do the right thing and comply
with the law.

We are committed to working with the industry to ensure they
operate legally. However, we will take enforcement action where a
company refuses to comply. We make sure the impacts from these
sites are controlled in accordance with a permit and that all
companies in the industry are operating on a level playing field.

Dyehouse operators across England who do not currently hold an Environmental
Permit from the Environment Agency should proactively assess the capacity of
their sites to check whether they require a permit. Any company, who finds
that their site’s capacity is above the threshold of 10 tonnes per day,
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should contact the Environment Agency for advice and guidance on their
application for a permit.

News story: New guide for farmers to
help reduce air pollution from ammonia

Updated: We have added the animated video produced to support the launch of
the COGAP to reduce emissions of ammonia from agriculture.

A new guide published today sets out the steps farmers, advisors and
contractors can take to reduce ammonia emissions and help improve air
quality.

Our Clean Air Strategy highlights that agriculture is responsible for 88% of
UK emissions of ammonia gas, which ‘over-fertilises’ natural habitats with
nitrogen and combines with other pollutants to produce fine Particulate
Matter pollution which is harmful to human health.

The Code of Good Agricultural Practice (COGAP) for Reducing Ammonia Emissions

sets out simple steps all farmers can take to reduce ammonia emissions, such
as using a nutrient management plan to calculate fertiliser application
rates.

It also includes more significant changes to slurry storage, spreading
equipment and infrastructure, alongside innovative techniques such as slurry
and digestate acidification and separation.

Environment Minister Thérése Coffey said:

Air pollution is not just an urban issue and with 88% of ammonia
emissions coming from farming, the government is taking concerted
action.

With clear new guidance and financial support we will help farmers
across the country to take action, reduce emissions and help
improve air quality.

In addition to the new guidance, Defra is providing a package of financial
and technical advice to help farmers reduce their emissions.

Defra is investing £3 million over the next three years to fund a specialist
team of experts who will offer support, advice and guidance on the most
effective ways to reduce emissions from ammonia on their land.
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It will fund demonstrations of the latest low-emission spreading equipment
and one-to-one advice on reducing ammonia emissions which will be available
from Catchment Sensitive Farming officers by the end of this year.

A video has also been produced by Defra to support the launch of the
COGAP.Ammonia emmisions from agriculture video

The RDPE Countryside Productivity scheme is currently offering 40% grants
towards much of the manure management equipment recommended in the COGAP to
reduce ammonia emissions. This includes low-emission spreading equipment,
slurry and digestate storage bags, digestate processing equipment and mild
acidification equipment. Farmers in priority catchments for reducing water
pollution may also be eligible for grants towards covers for slurry stores
and lagoons under the Countryside Stewardship scheme.

The voluntary code has been written by Defra in collaboration with the
National Farmers Union (NFU), the Agriculture and Horticulture Development
Board and the Agricultural Industries Confederation.

Contributions have also been made by other organisations including ADAS, the
British Egg Council, the Central Association of Agricultural Valuers, the
Environment Agency, Linking Environment and Farming (LEAF), the National
Association of Agricultural Contractors, Natural England, Plantlife and the
Tenant Farmers Association.

The guide includes information on how to reduce emissions when:

e storing organic manure

applying organic manure

applying manufactured nitrogen fertiliser
feeding livestock

housing livestock

NFU environment forum chairman Mark Pope said:

The NFU welcomes the launch of the Code of Good Agricultural
Practice for Reducing Ammonia Emissions. The code contains a
variety of measures to reduce ammonia emissions on farm, which in
many instances provide multiple benefits to the environment and
resource efficiency.

Farmers have recognised there is a need to reduce their ammonia
emissions and the sector has made improvements with levels dropping
by 10% in the past 30 years. However, further reductions are
required from the industry in order to meet targets set under the
Government’s Clean Air Strategy. We urge Defra to continue to offer
farmers guidance on this issue alongside targeted financial support
where necessary.

Robert Sheasby, chief executive of the Agricultural Industries Confederation
(AIC), which represents companies delivering both inputs and advice to
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farmers said:

We are pleased to note that the new code recognises the importance
of professional advisers in guiding farm practice. Those on the
Feed Adviser Register and FACTS Qualified Advisers are already
undertaking additional training that will update some 4,500
professionals on the code’s requirements.

By delivering advice tailored to the needs of individual farms,
their crops and livestock, we will make a significant contribution
to meeting Defra’s ambition for productivity and ammonia
mitigation.

Jill Hewitt, Technical Consultant at the National Association of Agricultural
Contractors added:

Spreading manures, slurry and digestate waste has become a
predominantly contractor operation and the NAAC welcomes new
guidance to help farmers and contractors make decisions about the
best way to apply waste to land to maximise nutrient content, and
minimise air pollution.

Nigel Penlington, Head of Environment and Buildings at the Agriculture and
Horticulture Development Board said:

There is increasing pressure on farmers to control ammonia so we
welcome this as a first step to help raise awareness and provide
simple, practical steps to make a difference on the farm, improve
the image of farming and its environmental performance and, at the
same time, save farmers money and provide some benefits to the
health and welfare of livestock and crop health.

Press release: Report on state of air
quality in England highlights urgent
action needed on ammonia emissions

A rise in ammonia emissions is having a damaging effect on wildlife and
habitats, according to the Environment Agency’s first ever report on
England’s air quality, published today. The report shows that, unlike other
main air pollutants, emissions of ammonia have increased since 2013.
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Ammonia deposition can overload land and water with nitrogen; it acidifies
soils, natural habitats, and freshwaters. These effects reduce biodiversity
in sensitive habitats creating a knock-on effect for our wildflower species,
aquatic and insect life. The report shows of England’s nitrogen-sensitive
habitats, 95% are affected by nitrogen deposition.

The vast majority of UK ammonia emissions, 88%, come from the agricultural
sector as a result of such activities as fertiliser use and slurry storage.
Higher concentrations and deposition levels are associated with areas of
intensive livestock production, especially dairy and beef.

The Environment Agency is today calling on farmers to take urgent action by
changing land management practices and becoming more nitrogen efficient. A
new Code of Good Agricultural Practice designed in collaboration with farming
organisations, DEFRA and the Environment Agency is being published today to
help farmers improve their land management and reduce ammonia emissions.

Emma Howard Boyd, Chair of the Environment Agency, said:

Urgent action is needed if we are going to tackle the hidden blight
of ammonia emissions. These emissions are having a detrimental
impact on the environment, precious habitats and wildlife. As
custodians of the land, farmers must take the lead by changing
their land management practices.

More broadly, poor air quality is bad for the environment but also
people’s health and wellbeing. This report also shows the need to
tackle the high levels of nitrogen dioxide, ozone, and particulate
matter that persist in certain areas. Improvement to air quality is
going to require action from nations, government at a national and
local level, organisations, and communities — but just as
importantly — individuals.

Huge improvements in air quality since the 1970s

The report shows the progress made in reducing air pollution over recent
decades. Since 1970 in the UK:

Nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions have reduced by 72%

Particulate matter (PM10) has reduced by 73%.

Sulphur Dioxide (S02 ) has reduced by 97%

Non-methane volatile organic compounds (NMVOC) have reduced by 66%

These emission come from a range of sources including vehicles emissions and
industrial processes. By working with the industries, the Environment Agency
has helped to contribute to these reductions and will continue to do so
through future regulation.

However, while legal limits are being met for the majority of pollutants,
high levels of nitrogen dioxide, ozone and particulate matter remain in many



urban areas with high concentrations around homes and schools, and are
consequently are a major public health concern. Furthermore, under current
projections, emission reduction targets for 2030 will not be met for ammonia,
NOx, NMVOCs, S02 and PM2.5 without further action. Particulate matter can
have impacts on health even below current legal thresholds.

The Government has moved to address these issues by publishing its Clean Air
Strategy. Clean Air is the first of the ten major goals set in the 25 Year
Environment Plan, which contains important commitments aimed at curbing
emissions from combustion plants and generators, ending the sale of new
conventional petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2040, and improving
industrial emissions further by building on existing good practice and the
successful regulatory framework. The Clean Air Strategy is currently out for
public consultation until mid- August. To comment please go to the Clean Air
Stratgey Consultation

Press release: Amnesty event chance
for illegal car breakers to make fresh
start

Illegal car breakers in the Portsmouth area are being invited to find out
more about becoming ‘legit’ at an amnesty event being staged all this week by
the Environment Agency.

The Environment Agency 1is encouraging those interested in making a fresh
start to visit their incident vehicle parked next to Mick’s Burgers on
Portsdown Hill.

Visitors will be able to talk to staff in person and find out how to get a
permit — with no catches or comebacks. The officers will be there from 8am
until 3pm every day until Friday July 20.

The impact of illegal waste sites is estimated at £98 million, with illegal
car breakers among the worst offenders. The Environment Agency has new powers
to clamp down on illegal breakers, such as by blocking their yard, seizing
their van and confiscating their profits.

Those choosing to hurt the reputation of the car-breaking industry by
operating illegally without the necessary paperwork and infrastructure might
save money in the short term. However, they cause pollution, fires, illegal
hazardous waste, and take business away from the ‘good guys’ who are doing
their best to run a professional operation to support their family.

Environment Agency officers are already out looking for illegal operators, on
the roads of Portsmouth and Chichester, and online.
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Vic Jennings, from the Environment Agency’s Hampshire and Isle of Wight
Regulatory Waste Team, said:

We're trying to make it as easy as possible for local car breakers
to get legit. We’'re using our incident vehicle up on Portsdown Hill
from 8am to 3pm all this week so people can drop in discretely, and
anonymously if they wish.

We can answer their questions, or even start them on the process if
that’s what they want. Our message is simple: ‘show us you're
trying, and we’ll help you all the way’.

Free help is also available online or by calling 03708 506 506.

The Environment Agency will be holding another amnesty week 15 to 19 October
2018, on the Chichester bypass, next to the Pass Street Café, P019 7RT.

Press release: Yellow fish remind
people how they can reduce sea
pollution

The Environment Agency is using yellow fish to alert people on the Kent coast
to what happens when they pour fat, oils or other waste down their yard
drains or road gullies.

Teams visited Walpole Bay in Margate and Viking Bay in Broadstairs where they
painted yellow fish symbols next to drains carrying surface water into the
sea. Their aim is to remind residents and business owners how pollution can
travel directly into the ocean.

Working with Thanet District Council and Southern Water, on 13 July they
stencilled the fish symbols on and around the covers of road drains along the
towns’ promenades.

It is part of a national campaign by the Environment Agency to raise
awareness of the importance of keeping the country’s bathing waters clean,
supported by the mantra ‘Only rain down the drain!’

Initiatives like these have contributed to the great strides made in
improving the quality of bathing water over the last 20 years. It is thanks
to the hard work of the Environment Agency, Defra, water companies, councils,
local communities, farmers and environmental organisations.

The Environment Agency continues to remind the public that everyone has an
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important part to play in protecting the seas and improving the quality of
the country’s bathing waters.

Alan Cansdale, Environment Manager for the Environment Agency, said:

It has been great having the opportunity to work with local people,
who also use and enjoy the local bathing waters. The Yellow Fish
campaign is a simple and effective way of showing everyone that by
making small changes we can all help to reduce pollution entering
our rivers and seas which in turn helps to keep the local bathing
water clean.

Councillor Jason Savage, Deputy Leader for Thanet District Council, said:

OQur partnership work with the Environment Agency and Southern Water
has enabled us to highlight the important role that residents,
visitors and businesses play in keeping Thanet'’s beaches clean. The
Yellow Fish campaign is a fantastic way to help get this message
across.

Rob Butson, Bathing Water Manager for Southern Water, said:

It’s vital we all work together to protect our beautiful beaches
and bathing waters. Campaigns like Yellow Fish really help engage
the community and spread the message that only rain should go down
the drain!

We're proud to work in partnership with the Environment Agency and
the Council to help play our part in improving bathing water
quality across our region.



