Press release: Salmon fishing season
in Trent catchment area to come to a
close

With the salmon fishing season due to close in the Trent catchment area from
Sunday 8 October 2017 to Wednesday 31 January 2018 inclusive, the Environment
Agency is reminding anglers that failure to comply with statutory rod fishing
byelaws could result in prosecution in court and a fine of up to £50,000.

Rod fishing byelaws are statutory rules put in place by the Environment
Agency to protect fish stocks and apply to all waters in England, whether
they are owned by angling clubs, local councils or private individuals. The
close season aims to protect fish stocks from the impacts of angling during
the fish breeding season.

Matt Buck, Fisheries Specialist at the Environment Agency, said:

We would like to remind anglers that the salmon fishing season is
due to come to a close and they should refrain from fishing for
salmon until the start of February next year. This allows the
impacts of angling to be minimised in order to protect fish stocks
at a time when the fish are breeding.

If anglers catch any salmon by mistake when fishing for other fish
throughout the salmon close season, they should allow the salmon to
recover by handling them with great care so as not to damage the
fish before allowing them to swim off upstream.

Survival rates for salmon are greatly increased if the appropriate
angling techniques and equipment are used, and best practices for
catching, handling and releasing angled fish are adopted. Between 1
February and 15 June, any salmon caught from any waters should not
be removed and must be returned to the water with the least
possible injury. Other restrictions also apply during this period
and anglers must only use artificial fly or artificial lure to
ensure the fish can be returned alive.

Anyone fishing with rod and line in England and Wales must hold a rod fishing
licence and comply with the byelaws that cover the waters where they are
fishing.

A special salmon and sea trout rod fishing licence is required for anyone
wishing to fish for salmon and is available from
www.goVv.uk/get-a-fishing-licence or by calling the Environment Agency on 0344
800 5386 between 8am and 6pm, Monday to Friday. The licence covers one rod
for salmon in freshwater. Any salmon taken by rod and line may not be offered
for sale.
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Catch and release is vital to help protect and restore salmon stocks in our
rivers — read our guide for anglers.

Statutory guidance: Catching or
landing of berried lobsters and
crawfish in England

Updated: Guide updated

A lobster or crawfish which is carrying eggs attached to its tail or some
other exterior part,or which was carrying eggs at the time when it was
caught.

Government response: Kent aggregate
dredging application

A public consultation on additional information to support an application by
Dover Harbour Board (DHB) for aggregate dredging activity off the Kent coast
closed on 28 September 2017.

The MMO recognises there is a high level of public interest in this
application, particularly relating to proposed extraction of aggregate from
the Goodwin Sands.

The MMO is currently in the process of gathering and considering the
representations received as part of the consultation process.

The MMO will also work with DHB to consider issues raised before making a
determination.

Stakeholders who responded directly to the MMO about the consultation will be
sent an acknowledgement. These people will also be notified directly once the
MMO has considered the representations received and reached a decision.

Although the MMO aims to determine licence applications within 13 weeks, in
some cases, such as where an application is for a complex activity and/or
significant representations have been made, the process may take longer as it
is important to take into account all relevant representations.
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The MMO is required to base its decisions on the best available scientific
evidence. We are committed to being a transparent regulator and will publish
documents and evidence relating to the case via the public register on our
website, case reference MLA/2016/00227. This does not include details of any
other permissions developers may also need to carry out work in the marine
area, such as agreements with the owner of the seabed.

News story: Contract termination
notice

The termination notice is effective from 1 September 2017, allowing for a 24
month notice period, ending on 31 August 2019.

NDA and CFP have reached agreement on the work to be performed on the sites
during the contract’s remaining two years, as well as the arrangements and
agreed state in which CFP will leave the sites at the end of the contract.

The NDA continues to believe that this is the best course of action for the
taxpayer, removing the legal risk and ensuring the continued safe, secure
operations of the sites.

Research and analysis: Natural Capital
Committee advice on government’s 25
year environment plan

Updated: Advice document: minor revision 31 January 2018 for formatting and
typographical issues.

This report sets out the NCC’s advice to government on the development and
implementation of the 25 year environment plan.

It includes the NCC’s thoughts on what the plan should aim to achieve, how it
will do that and what success will look like.

You can read more information about the work of the Natural Capital
Committee.
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