Guidance: Heat networks: procuring
finance

This paper is designed to help local authorities which recognise the
potential benefits of engaging with a non-public investor (NPI) to deliver a
heat network, but want to better understand:

at what stage the local authority can engage with the NPI

what role the NPI could play in developing the heat network project
the procurement law and state aid implications of involving the NPI
the alternatives for delivering the project in a way which meets the
local authority’s objectives, complies with legal requirements and
supports investment from non-public sources

Similarly, NPIs considering investment in a heat network project with a local
authority may want to better understand the procurement law and state aid
considerations which are relevant to the structuring of the project, and how
these influence the local authority’s approach.

News story: Divers complete ponds
mission at Sizewell A

The team of underwater experts explored new depths at the former nuclear
power station, with the task of cutting up old fuel storage skips and other
redundant equipment as part of work to dismantle the site.

The team tackled their first UK ‘nuclear dive’ at Magnox’s Dungeness A Site
in 2016. Bringing valuable learning from their work at Dungeness, the team
arrived on site at Sizewell A in October 2017.

The divers, who wear full protective suits and are shielded from radiation by
the water in the ponds, successfully cut up and ‘size reduced’ all 35 skips
left in the ponds.

The team also cut up around 100 tonnes of other redundant equipment during
the dives before removing all the radioactive sludge from the pond floor.

During the operational life of the power station, the ponds were used to
store thousands of used nuclear fuel rods, held in metal skips, after they
were discharged from the reactors. After the last fuel was transferred to
Sellafield for reprocessing, the skips and a range of other waste items,
including radioactive sludge, were left behind under the water.
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Conventionally, pond clean-out is done using remotely operated equipment to
lift the whole radioactive skips and other pond furniture clear of the water,
exposing them to the air, where they are carefully cut up and decontaminated.
This process is slow with potential radiation dose risks for workers.

Using this innovative underwater decommissioning technique, radiation levels
for workers were around 20 times less than with conventional techniques. As
well as reducing the overall radiation dose for workers, the diving technique
has a lower environmental impact, is quicker and more efficient, resulting in
greater value for the UK taxpayer.

Divers complete ponds mission at Sizewell A Site

David Rushton, Programme Manager for the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority
which owns Sizewell A and 16 other UK nuclear sites, said:

Using divers at Sizewell is a fantastic example of Magnox taking an
innovative approach to decommissioning and hazard reduction.

The end of the work to remove radioactive waste from Sizewell’s
ponds will mark another successful step towards cleaning up the
UK's earliest nuclear sites. We've learned valuable lessons and
gained some useful experience in ponds decommissioning which could
help our work to reduce the hazards at the NDA’s other nuclear
sites.

The ponds are set to be completely emptied and drained by the end of 2019.

Notice: NG22 9LD, John Brooks Metals
Limited: environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

e Operator name: John Brooks Metals Limited
e Installation name: John Brooks Metals
e Permit number: EPR/BP3430ZA/V002
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Emissions Performance Standard review:
call for evidence

The government is conducting a review of the Capacity Market (CM) and the
Emissions Performance Standard (EPS) as it is 5 years since the legislation
introducing the policies — the Energy Act 2013 — was passed.

This call for evidence is the first step in the review process. It seeks
views and evidence on the performance of the policies and on any
opportunities to consider in ensuring they remain fit for the future.

See also: Evaluation of the transitional arrangements for demand-side
response: phase 3, published alongside this call for evidence.

Research and analysis: Evaluation of
the transitional arrangements for
demand-side response: phase 3

An evaluation was commissioned in order to understand how the TA scheme was
working and the impacts of TA auctions in relation to its intended
objectives.

This third phase of the evaluation, which is reported here, examined
participation in the second TA auction.

See also:

e Second phase of the evaluation
e First phase of the evaluation
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