News story: Record-breaking turbines
leave Wylfa

Wylfa is seeking a new home for 5 ageing back-up generators whose illustrious
cousin, the Rolls-Royce Proteus Gas Turbine Generator, famously powered
Donald Campbell’s Bluebird CN7 as it smashed the world land speed record in
1964.

The first 4 generators, each capable of 3MW output, provided essential
standby electricity in the event that normal supplies were lost.

In 1983, a fifth Proteus turbine was installed to provide additional power to
Wylfa's Secondary Dry Store Cells, used to hold spent nuclear fuel after
being removed from the reactors.

They were believed to be the last remaining Proteus Gas Turbines in use
anywhere in the world but, after 47 years of faithful service, they were
stood down on 20 January 2018.

When electricity generation at Wylfa ended in 2015 the site’s Electrical
Overlay System was capable of providing back-up electricity supplies and
there was no further need for the gas turbines.

The Proteus engine has a distinguished history: having seen naval service in
fast torpedo boats, powered the Bluebird CN7 car used by Donald Campbell to
break the world land speed record in 1964, powered cross-channel hovercraft
until 2000 and provided essential supplies to Magnox’'s Oldbury Power Station
in Gloucestershire.

The gas turbines will be disconnected and all potential hazards removed, such
as oils and batteries, before the asset disposals team sets about finding
them a new home.

News story: Liquid waste made safe

Highly radioactive liquid, known as raffinate, has been stored in tanks for
around 20 years after being produced as a by-product of Prototype Fast
Reactor (PFR) fuel reprocessing.

A project is underway to reduce the risk by filling more than 30 drums with
15,000 litres of solid waste as part of an initial commissioning process.

Project Manager, Stuart Andrew, explained:


http://www.government-world.com/news-story-record-breaking-turbines-leave-wylfa/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-record-breaking-turbines-leave-wylfa/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-liquid-waste-made-safe/

One of the reasons that this material is so hazardous is because it
is in a mobile, liquid form.

We are taking an exact amount of liquid waste from each tank to
create a consistent blend. It is then mixed with cement, pulverised
fuel ash and lime powders to create a stable solid waste package.

Waste Director Sam Usher added:

This is probably our highest single remaining hazard at Dounreay.
Safely and compliantly creating the first solid waste drums is a
huge achievement for the team and a major step forward as we deal
with the site’s legacy hazards.

It has taken almost 2 years to modify the plant and equipment which was
previously used to process more than 230m3 of Dounreay Fast Reactor
raffinate.

Up to 100 drums are expected to be produced in the next few months, as part
of the first phase of this programme, with all PFR raffinate expected to have
been processed within the next 5 years.

Mark Raffle, Lead Programme Manager from the Nuclear Decommissioning
Authority, said:

Immobilisation of this highly radioactive liquid will be a
significant step towards reducing the remaining hazards at
Dounreay.

Completion of this work will enable decommissioning of the major
facility where the material is currently stored, moving the site
closer towards its interim end state.

Suppliers are being asked to express their interest in a contract to
construct an extension to the facility where the waste packages will be
stored — in accordance with the Scottish Government’s higher activity
radioactive waste policy. The multi-million pound project is expected to
begin later this year.

Notice: EX17 1HN, Graphic plc:
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The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

e Operator name: Graphic plc
e Installation name: Down End
e Permit number: EPR/PP3239RN/A001

Notice: A B Cave (Nurseries) Limited:
application made to abstract water

The Environment Agency consult the public on certain applications for the
abstraction and impoundment of water.

These notices explain:

e what the application is about

e which Environment Agency offices you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register

e when you need to comment by

Press release: Work starts on multi-
million pound North East flood scheme

Work has started on site on a £2.5million project which will help protect
around 100 homes and businesses in a South Tyneside community from flooding.

Monkton flood alleviation scheme will also see a section of the Bede Burn
running underground opened up — known as ‘daylighting’ — and green space
created for the community to enjoy.

The scheme is being delivered by South Tyneside Council and its partners at
the Environment Agency and Tyne Rivers Trust. It’s expected to be completed
in the winter.

It will tackle surface water flooding, which happens when rainwater does not
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drain away or soak into the ground, but lies or flows over the ground
instead.

Communities better protected

Councillor Moira Smith, Lead Member for Area Management and Community Safety
at South Tyneside Council, said:

We are delighted to see work get underway to reduce the risk of
flooding to properties which have been badly affected in the past.

It is never possible to guarantee that an area will be flood free.
However by working with our partners we can certainly help to
increase the level of protection and reassurance by delivering
long-term sustainable schemes such as this.

These measures will go a long way to controlling the flow of
surface water and diverting it away from local residents and
businesses. Once complete, communities will be better protected
with the added benefit of an enhanced local environment.



Wider social and environmental benefits

The scheme involves managing surface water where problems have been
identified around the Monkton Burn, Lukes Lane Estate and Leam Lane area,
Mill Lane, Lilac Walk/College Road, Devon Road, Campbell Park Road/ Thirlmere
Court and Mountbatten Avenue areas.

The plan includes improved drainage and landscaping next to Toner Avenue
School and as part of uncovering the Bede Burn an attenuation basin to store
run-off water during storms will be created.

The scheme will have wider social and environmental benefit, encouraging
local people and children involved in creating valuable new habitat.

The scheme is largely funded by the Environment Agency, as well as a
contribution from the local levy — which is money raised by local authorities
for flood projects.

Leila Huntington, Flood Risk Manager for the Environment Agency in the North
East, said:

This is an excellent example of partners working together to not
only develop a scheme which reduces the risk of surface water
flooding but also creates valuable habitat and a space for the
community to enjoy.

We’ve been working with the council and Tyne Rivers Trust to raise



awareness of the importance of understanding flood risk and taking
care of their environment and there’ll be opportunities for the
community to get involved. This is something they really can be
proud of.

Liz Walters, Project Manager at Tyne Rivers Trust added:

This is a great example of using environmentally friendly ways to
reduce the risk of flooding. As part of the project we’ll be
working with the local community and schools to create a green

space for local residents to enjoy as well as creating new habitats
for wildlife.

Anyone who’'d like to volunteer to help with planting at Bede Burn should get
in touch with Tyne Rivers Trust on 01434 636904.

The latest information on the scheme can be found at the Monkton Flood
Alleviation Scheme website
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