Open consultation: Air quality: brake,
tyre and road surface wear — call for
evidence

We are seeking evidence on the airborne particulate matter emissions from
brakes, tyres and road surface wear.

These non-exhaust transport emissions will become increasingly important as
we move towards cleaner vehicle engines.

We are looking for ways to reduce emissions from this source, in line with
our emission reduction commitments.

National Statistics: Digest of UK
Energy Statistics — 2017

The Digest of United Kingdom Energy Statistics (DUKES) is the annual energy
statistics publication of BEIS. It provides a detailed and comprehensive
picture on the production and consumption of individual fuels and of energy
as a whole for the last three years and a detailed picture for the last five
years.

Official Statistics: Energy
Performance of Buildings Certificates
in England and Wales: 2008 to June
2018

Information about certificates on the energy efficiency of domestic and non-
domestic buildings in England and Wales that have been constructed, sold, or
let since 2008, and of larger public authority buildings since 2008. These
statistics do not cover the entire building stock across England and Wales.

Figures are drawn from 2 datasets on the Energy Performance of Buildings
Registers:
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e Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) for domestic and non-domestic
properties covering England and Wales

e Display Energy Certificates (DECs) for larger buildings occupied by
public authorities in England and Wales.

Press release: PM: We will deliver a
farming policy which supports
agriculture and improves the
environment

The UK will maintain environmental protections, safeguard animal welfare and
support the production of high quality food, the Prime Minister will say
tomorrow as she meets farmers and food producers at the Royal Welsh Show in
Llanelwedd, Powys.

Theresa May will set out the government’s plans for a post-Brexit farming
policy which works for farmers and food producers, while improving the
environment, by replacing the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy — which awards
subsidies based on the amount of land farmed — with a new system of public
money for public goods.

In a roundtable with farmers and agricultural organisations including the
Royal Welsh Agricultural Society, Farmers Union Wales, NFU Cymru and the CLA,
the Prime Minister will also reiterate her commitment to maintaining current
funding levels until the end of this Parliament to ensure farmers have the
certainty they need to plan for their business.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

This Government is committed to supporting the half a million
people who work in agriculture and growing our world leading food
and drinks sector, which contributes over £100 billion to the UK
economy. But we also need to protect the farmed environment for
future generations.

Leaving the EU presents us with a unique opportunity to transform
our food, farming and environmental policies so we can have a
healthy and prosperous agricultural industry that is fit for the
future, and helps us to leave the environment in a better place
than we found it.

Scrapping the Common Agricultural Policy, and introducing a simpler
system which provides funds in return for public goods, like
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improving water quality, reducing emissions and planting wild
flower meadows to boost biodiversity, is fundamental to our new
approach.

I want to make the most of the freedoms provided by Brexit to
design a new scheme that is less bureaucratic, and does away with
the overly prescriptive information farmers currently have to
provide to apply for grants.

I commend our hard working farmers up and down the country, and
here in Wales, who deserve better than the fundamentally flawed CAP
system. That is why I want to hear from them today about what they
need so we deliver a farming policy which supports the whole
industry.

And while our proposals are for England only, I look forward to
working with the Farming unions, Welsh Government and stakeholders
to best serve our farmers here as they develop a scheme specific to
Wales.

During her visit the Prime Minister will also meet with the Wales Young
Farmers Club, and stall-holders in the Food Hall, sponsored by Food is GREAT,
alongside setting out measures from the 25 Year Environment Plan to protect
the nation’s countryside and steps to bring forward the first Environment
Bill in over 20 years.

Press release: 44 mile public path
opens up North East coastline

Natural England will today open the latest stretch of the England Coast Path,
giving walkers uninterrupted access to 44 miles of beautiful coastline
between South Bents and Amble and providing a boost for the local economy.

With walking one of the most popular pastimes at the coast, Tyneside and
Northumberland’s first open section of the England Coast Path will enable
people to explore the coast around the river Tyne and into Northumberland,
linking the wild beaches and dunes of Druridge Bay to the resorts and ports
further south.

Visitors and locals will find improved access and signposting along the route
to allow them to enjoy numerous towns, villages and historic sites such as
North Shields, Whitley Bay and Druridge Bay. Walkers will also be able to
access 11 bathing waters, eight of which are rated as ‘excellent’ including
Blyth’'s South Beach.
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The South Tyneside, North Tyneside and Northumberland stretch is the tenth
section of Natural England’s flagship England Coast Path project to open and
offers local shops, pubs and hotels the opportunity to benefit from the £381
million spent each year by visitors to English coastal paths.

It coincides with new data from Natural England, showing that over 29 million
leisure walking trips took place on English coastal paths in 2017 -
supporting over 6,000 full time jobs.

Rural Minister Lord Gardiner, who is attending today’s event at Souter
Lighthouse, said:

England’s stunning coastline is a national treasure. The England
Coast Path is already playing a significant role in opening up
access to our most spectacular sites, ensuring sensitivity to the
environment while making a valuable contribution to our rural
economy.

With Northumberland home to some of the country’s most breath-
taking coastal scenery, the new path makes it easy for all to
access this beautiful area.

Natural England Chairman Andrew Sells said:

The England Coast Path brings people closer to our magnificent
wildlife, landscapes and seascapes. I am delighted that it has now
reached Northumberland — one of our most beautiful and unspoiled
counties.

South Bents to Amble is the tenth stretch to open and a significant
milestone in our ambition to create the longest continuous coastal
walking route in the world.

The new path takes account of the area’s important coastal habitats, and was
designed to complement the existing trails and management in place, providing
a clear, well maintained and high quality route, whilst ensuring that the
area’s important bird species are safeguarded. An example of this is on the
north bank of the river Blyth where the route was designed to avoid sensitive
roost areas.

Natural England is working to establish a 2,700-mile path around the entire
English coastline and work is now under way on all of the route. When
completed, it will be the longest continuous coastal walking route in the
world. It will also become a National Trail — the nation’s finest and most
popular long-distance paths.



The England Coast Path plays a vital role in helping the government fulfil
its aim to connect more people with the environment and nature, as outlined
in the 25 Year Environment Plan.
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