Draft intelligence law highlights
citizen’'s legal rights protection

Lawmakers Thursday deliberated a draft national intelligence law that
contains measures to protect the legal rights and interests of individuals
and organizations.

The draft was submitted to the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress for the second reading at the start of its bi-monthly session.

China will protect and honor individuals and organizations who support or
coordinate with national intelligence staff, and award those who have made
“great contributions” to national intelligence work, it stated.

The draft stipulated that national intelligence agencies and their staff are
not allowed to take advantage of their positions to seek personal benefits,
and anyone found to have done so will be held accountable in accordance with
the law.

In addition, national intelligence agencies should help individuals and
organizations report information to intelligence authorities, while those who
attempt to deceive (the public) in the name of national intelligence interest
may face criminal charges, it said.

A national intelligence law is needed to improve national intelligence work
and safeguard national security, lawmakers agreed.

The law was first read and deliberated at the top legislature’s bi-monthly
session in December 2016.
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