Director spared jail as two companies
fined following roofer death

e Young roofer was on just his second day on the job.
e Falls from height remain one of the leading causes of workplace death
and HSE guidance is available.

A director has been given a suspended jail sentence and two companies fined
after a young man on just his second day on the job fell to his death at a
premises in Walsall.

Adam Brunskill, 22, had been part of a team of four men working on the roof
of Bestway Wholesale in Bloxwich Lane, near Reedswood. On 14 July 2020, he
fell through an unprotected glass-wire skylight to the concrete floor
approximately 23-feet below. He sustained a severe brain injury and died in
hospital the following day.
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The work was being carried out at Bestway Wholesale in Bloxwich Lane in
Walsall

It had only been Adam’s second day working as a roofer on the project to
install over-cladding to the large industrial unit.

Wayne Clarey, the director of Wayne Clarey Roofing & Cladding Limited, was
given a six-month custodial sentence, suspended for 18 months. His company
was fined £45,000, while principal contractor Proclad Developments Limited
was fined £400,000.

Working at height remains one of the leading causes of workplace injury and
death and HSE has detailed guidance on working safely at height.



http://www.government-world.com/director-spared-jail-as-two-companies-fined-following-roofer-death/
http://www.government-world.com/director-spared-jail-as-two-companies-fined-following-roofer-death/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/work-at-height/index.htm?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=prosecution_push

Adam Brunskill fell through an unprotected glass-wire skylight

An investigation by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) found that this was
a very preventable incident. The skylights could have been covered or safety
netting installed below.

e Proclad (Developments) Limited of Snail Hill, Rotherham pleaded guilty
to breaching Section 3 (1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act
1974 and Regulation 9 (2) of the Work at Height Regulations 2005 and
have been fined £400,000 and ordered to pay costs of £9,089.

e Wayne Clarey Roofing & Cladding Limited of High Escombe, Bishop Auckland
pleaded guilty to breaching Section 2 (1) of the Health and Safety at
Work etc. Act 1974 and Regulation 9 (2) of the Work at Height
Regulations 2005 and have been fined £45,000 and ordered to pay costs of
£5,000.

e Director Wayne Clarey of High Escombe, Bishop Auckland pleaded guilty to
breaching Section 2 (1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
and Regulation 9 (2) of the Work at Height Regulations 2005 and was
sentenced to 26 weeks imprisonment suspended for 18 months.

HSE inspector Gareth Langston said: “The collective failures of those
responsible for site safety in this case has cost a young man his life.

“Adam Brunskill was at the very beginning of his career but was not kept
safe.

“When working on fragile roofing, or where skylights are in place on a metal
roof, safety netting is essential.

“Had these measures been put in place Adam would still be alive.”

Further information:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
for workplace health and safety. We are dedicated to protecting people
and places, and helping everyone lead safer and healthier lives.

2. More information about the legislation referred to in this case is
available.

3. Further details on the latest HSE news releases is available.



https://www.hse.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://press.hse.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors

4. HSE guidance on working safely at height is available.

5. HSE does not pass sentences, set guidelines or collect any fines
imposed. Relevant sentencing guidelines must be followed unless the
court is satisfied that it would be contrary to the interests of justice
to do so. The sentencing guidelines for health and safety offences can
be found here.



https://www.hse.gov.uk/work-at-height/introduction.htm?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=prosecution_push
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/sentencing-and-the-council/about-sentencing-guidelines/about-published-guidelines/health-and-safety-offences-corporate-manslaughter-and-food-safety-and-hygiene-offences/

