
DH organises symposium on “A New Era
for Dental Services in Hong Kong” to
celebrate 80th anniversary of its
Dental Services (with photos)

     â€‹The Department of Health (DH) today (June 14) organised a symposium
entitled "A New Era for Dental Services in Hong Kong" at the Auditorium of
the Hong Kong Palace Museum. Renowned dental academics from the Mainland and
overseas, as well as local dental professionals explored the way forward and
measures to promote oral health and foster the sustainable development of the
dental services in Hong Kong. The symposium also celebrated the important
milestone of the 80th anniversary of the establishment of the DH's Dental
Services.
      
     The Secretary for Health, Professor Lo Chung-mau; the Director of
Health, Dr Ronald Lam; the incumbent Consultant in-charge of the Dental
Services of the DH, Dr Kitty Hse; and four former Consultant in-charge of the
Dental Services of the DH officiated at the opening ceremony of the
symposium.
      
     In his address, Professor Lo said, "Oral health is vital to overall
health. At the end of last year, the Government released the final report of
the Working Group on Oral Health and Dental Care, shifting the focus of Hong
Kong's oral health and dental care system from treatment-oriented to an
approach targeting prevention, early identification and timely intervention.
The Government adopts the strategies of widely promoting among citizens
across all age groups prevention-oriented primary oral healthcare, and
provides essential curative dental care services targeting underprivileged
groups."
      
     He stressed that the Primary Dental Co-care Pilot Scheme for Adolescents
launched by the Government in March 2025 is an initiative of widely promoting
among citizens, encouraging adolescents to prevent dental diseases while the
Community Dental Support Programme launched last month is an initiative
focusing on enhancing dental services for the underprivileged (including
elderly who have financial difficulties). The Government looks forward to
collaborating with the dental professionals, training institutions, non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) and the members of the public to usher in a
new era of dental services in Hong Kong, and continue to enhance various
initiatives to promote oral health for all.
      
     Dr Lam said in his welcoming speech, "Since its establishment in 1945,
the Dental Services of the DH has achieved significant development over the
past 80 years. From providing emergency dental extraction service during the
post-war period to introducing fluoridation of drinking water in Hong Kong in
1961 to combat and prevent dental diseases; to rolling out the prevention-
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oriented School Dental Care Service for all primary school students in Hong
Kong in 1980, which has been well-received by parents; to providing
specialist dental services to patients with special healthcare needs; and to
implementing various community dental care programmes to cater for the needs
of the elderly and underprivileged, etc. The Dental Services is expanding to
meet the needs of the society, enhancing both the quality and quantity of
services."  
      
     He added that the Dental Services of the DH endeavours to grow alongside
Hong Kong, and will continue to actively implement the Oral Health Action
Plan through policy innovations, leveraging on technology and community
collaboration, with emphasis on providing preventive care to the public and
special community dental services to underprivileged groups, in order to
promote oral health and the retention of natural teeth. 
      
     The World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for the Western
Pacific, Dr Saia Ma'u Piukala, also delivered a video message for the
symposium. The keynote speakers were Professor Hiroshi Ogawa, the Director of
the WHO Collaborating Centre for Translation of Oral Health Science;
Professor Zheng Shuguo, the Chairman of the Department of Preventive
Dentistry of the School of Stomatology of Peking University; and Dr Navdeep
Kumar, Consultant in Special Care Dentistry of University College London.
They shared insights on topics such as the WHO Global Strategy and Action
Plan on Oral Health (2023-2030), the Mainland's policy and efforts to promote
global oral health, and the challenges and innovations in providing dental
care to adult patients with special needs.
      
     Sixteen NGOs and partners who have been actively participating in
government-subsidised dental programmes such as Outreach Dental Care
Programme for the Elderly, Healthy Teeth Collaboration and Special Oral Care
Service, were invited to attend the symposium to share their fruitful
achievements in serving the elderly and persons with special needs.
      
     Apart from the symposium, the Bright Smiles Mobile Classroom of the DH's
Oral Health Promotion Division, decorated with a theme celebrating the 80th
anniversary of the establishment of the Dental Services, will tour around
Hong Kong districts to promote oral health to the public. Details will be
announced on the Facebook fan page of "æ„›ç‰™ Love Teeth HK" later.  
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