
Demolition company fined after fall
from height fatality

A dismantling and demolition company has been fined after a worker fell 30
feet to his death when part of a pipe bridge platform gave way.

Kirkcaldy Sheriff Court heard that John Gary Robertson, known as Gary
Robertson, employed by CBR02 Limited (formerly known as Brown and Mason)
suffered multiple injuries following a fall from height at Longannet Power
Station, Fife on 6 February 2019.

A joint investigation by the Health and Safety Executive and Police Scotland
into the incident found that the section of metal grating on the pipe bridge
which the deceased had been standing gave way under his weight, as it had
been extremely corroded. By failing to record the extremely hazardous
condition of the pipe bridge the Company failed to undertake a suitable and
sufficient risk assessment. In particular, the risk assessment, which formed
part of the final, revised method statement, did not address the severely
corroded nature of the pipe bridge, despite that being previously highlighted
and requested by the client, Scottish Power. The Company failed to put
necessary control measures in place, to inform employees of the hazardous
condition of the pipe bridge, and to prevent access to it.

CBR02 Limited of Hertford Road, Middlesex pleaded guilty to breaching Section
2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974. The company has been
fined fined £5,000.

Speaking after the case HSE principal inspector, David Charnock, said: “Falls
from height remain one of the most common causes of work-related fatalities
in this country and the risks associated with working at height are well
known.

“In this case, adequate communication of suitable information and
instructions would have made employees aware of the unsafe condition of the
pipe bridge platform.”

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
www.legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at: http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
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