Day of action in Manchester city
centre

A team of inspectors from Britain’'s workplace regulator are heading to
Manchester city centre as part of its priority to tackle ill-health on
construction sites.

The 12 inspectors from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) will head to the
city next Tuesday (21 October). They will turn up without warning at various
businesses and sites to look at their management of health and safety risks,
with particular emphasis on the following:

e Asbestos

Musculoskeletal disorders
Noise

Health surveillance

e Dust

These inspections in Manchester are part of 14,000 HSE is completing
nationwide during the current financial year, with around 8,000 of those
focusing on health.

HSE principal inspector Kevin Jones, one of those leading the team, said:
“We’ll be checking that businesses have the right measures in place to ensure
health risks are being managed and that workers are being kept safe.

“Manchester is home to some of the biggest construction projects in the
country, however all sizes of sites will be inspected.

“By its nature, construction is a high hazard industry. It can be noisy and
dusty, with people often working at height and around heavy machinery and
vehicles.”

The construction industry has higher-than-average rates of work-related
musculoskeletal disorders and injury rates. Previous HSE inspections around
Great Britain have also found that three-quarters of noisy workplaces lacked
essential knowledge on maintaining hearing protection equipment. Workers in
skilled trades are also at particular risk of discovering and disturbing
asbestos when working on properties built before 2000.

“These inspections are really important in HSE’'s mission to protect people at
work,” Kevin Jones added.

“As well as checking on companies, we want to work with them, explaining what
they should be doing to get everything right.

“We hope that our presence in the city next week will reassure both the
public and those working in the industry, that we will do all we can to
ensure people go home safely at the end of the day.


http://www.government-world.com/day-of-action-in-manchester-city-centre/
http://www.government-world.com/day-of-action-in-manchester-city-centre/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/msd/msds.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/noise/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/health-surveillance/overview.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/dust/index.htm

“We need to see that there are good control measures in place and that the
health and safety of workers is at the top of the agenda for everyone.

“We look forward to working with site managers and employers to ensure they
are doing what’s required.”

More information on what employers should be doing can be found at
www.hse.gov.uk.

HSE's campaign site also has simple, practical advice available for:

e Tradespeople: Asbestos & You
e Those with the duty to manage asbestos in buildings: Asbestos — Your
Duty

Further information:

1. The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator
for workplace health and safety. We are dedicated to protecting people
and places, and helping everyone lead safer and healthier lives.

2. More information about the legislation referred to in this case is

available.

. Further details on the latest HSE news releases is available.

4. HSE does not pass sentences, set guidelines or collect any fines
imposed. Relevant sentencing guidelines must be followed unless the
court is satisfied that it would be contrary to the interests of justice
to do so. The sentencing guidelines for health and safety offences can
be found here.

w



http://www.hse.gov.uk/
https://workright.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.hse.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://press.hse.gov.uk/?utm_source=press.hse.gov.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=notes-to-editors
https://www.sentencingcouncil.org.uk/sentencing-and-the-council/about-sentencing-guidelines/about-published-guidelines/health-and-safety-offences-corporate-manslaughter-and-food-safety-and-hygiene-offences/

