CSD holds drama and music performance
for secondary school students at
Stanley Prison (with photos)

The Correctional Services Department (CSD) invited more than 300
teachers and students from 10 secondary schools to attend a "Creation and
Rehabilitation" drama and music performance by persons in custody (PICs)
under the Rehabilitation Pioneer Project at Stanley Prison today (March 31).
The Secretary for Security, Mr Tang Ping-keung, officiated at the opening
ceremony of the performance.

During the performance, PICs staged for the students a drama featuring
the story of a teenager who was lured by his peers to take the "space oil
drug". The teenager eventually became addicted to it and engaged in drug
trafficking in school. His friend was also lured by him to take drugs, and
later had a traffic accident under the influence of drugs, which made the
teenager regretful. The CSD hopes that through the drama, students can
understand the harm caused by drugs and the heavy price of drug trafficking
so that they can become law-abiding and drug-free citizens.

Speaking at the event, Mr Tang said that the Government published in the
Gazette on February 14 the listing of etomidate, the main component of the
"space oil drug", as a dangerous drug. Possession, vaping or drug trafficking
can make one liable for very serious criminal punishment. The Government will
continue to adopt a zero-tolerance attitude towards dangerous drugs and use
multipronged strategies to combat drugs. The Government has also co-organised
various activities with schools to prevent the spread of the "space oil drug"”
among young people. He hoped that, through the drama and interactive
sessions, students can understand the dangers of emerging drugs and stay away
from drugs at all times.

This year marks the 60th anniversary of the Action Committee Against
Narcotics (ACAN). ACAN was invited to set up booths inside the venue to
disseminate to students anti-drug messages, information on criminal
liabilities for drug offences, how to seek help, and so on.

During the sharing session, a PIC who was addicted to drugs and
imprisoned for trafficking in dangerous drugs shared his experience with the
students, hoping that they can learn from it and recognise the harmful
effects of drugs and reminding them to be law abiding and stay away from
drugs.

Jointly organised by the CSD and the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong Lay
Prison Evangelical Organisation, the "Creation and Rehabilitation" Programme
has been implemented at Stanley Prison since 2011. The Programme integrates
arts therapy into rehabilitation services and assists PICs in self-
exploration and self-understanding through a series of creative workshops. In
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addition, the Programme provides opportunities for young people to visit
correctional institutions and meet PICs in person so as to understand the
heavy price of committing crimes and the importance of abiding by the law. At
the same time, through the creation and performance by PICs, students can
deepen their understanding of diversified rehabilitation programmes of the
CSD, thereby recognising the importance of rehabilitation and the
significance of social harmony.
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