
Controlling our borders

There is understandable impatience by many over the illegal migrants turning
up across the Channel after chancing to people traffickers. It is high time
the governments on both sides of the Channel clamped down more effectively on
this wicked and dangerous trade.

Whilst governments will want to help anyone in  peril on the sea, they should
also wish to send clear signals to all involved that people trafficking will
not profit the organisers and will not gain the objective of the customers.
If both parties think they will get what they want out of their rash and
dangerous actions, they are likely to continue. If the traffickers
deliberately put the customers at risk in an unsuitable boat, forcing rescue
by government, it is important that the  people trafficker is apprehended and
not remunerated.  The UK  and France need to step up joint action, and France
needs to try harder to stop the boats leaving their shore or proceeding far
out to sea with the danger that introduces.
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