
Company and sub-contractor fined after
worker falls from height

Two companies, P.D.R. Construction Limited and Metcalfe Roofing & Building
Services Limited, have been fined after a worker fell through a fragile mesh
roof whilst carrying out work at height.

Teesside Crown Court heard how, on 21 July 2016, the injured person had been
in the process of installing a roof on a new KFC Drive Thru in Coulby Newham.
Whilst moving materials on the roof, he stepped backwards onto an adjacent
fragile mesh roof that was not loadbearing, falling approximately three
metres and suffering multiple fractures of his lower left back.
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The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) investigation found that in failing to
prevent access to the fragile roof area, the roofing contractor, Metcalfe
Roofing & Building Services Limited, had failed to plan and carry out the
work at height in a safe manner. The investigation also found the principal
contractor, P.D.R. Construction Limited, had failed to plan, manage or
monitor an aspect of the construction phase without risk to safety.

P.D.R. Construction Limited of Salisbury House, Priory Park West, Hessle
pleaded guilty to breaching Regulation 13(1) of the Construction (Design and
Management) Regulations 2015 and was fined £225,000 with £8,000 costs.

Metcalfe Roofing & Building Services Limited of Sandgate Industrial Estate,
Hartlepool, pleaded guilty to breaching Regulation 4(1) of the Work at Height
Regulations 2005 and was fined £2,000.

After the hearing, HSE inspector John Heslop said: “This incident highlights
the importance of thorough risk assessment, appropriate planning and adhering
to a safe system of work that is regularly monitored and managed by those in
control of that work.”

 

Notes to Editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.



for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
www.legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
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