
China experiments human stem cells in
cargo spacecraft

China is conducting stem cell experiments to investigate the possibility of
human reproduction in space aboard cargo spacecraft Tianzhou-1, according to
the Tianzhou’s engineer.

The experiments include the studies of the proliferation and differentiation
of stem cells, the differentiation of germ cells, and the impact on bone
cells of a microgravity environment, said Li Xuzhi, deputy chief designer of
the space application system of China’s manned space program.

Scientists on the ground will remotely control the research equipment, and
receive the images of the cells under the microscope.

Experiments in microgravity will provide theoretical ground and technical
support for the study of the human reproduction in space, said Li.

Other experiments on Tianzhou-1 include the research on fluid evaporation and
condensation in a microgravity environment, in-orbit tests of a high-
precision electrostatic accelerometer and others, added Li.

Tianzhou-1 started its five-month journey in space Thursday evening.

The ship will dock with China’s orbiting Tiangong-2 space lab, and provide
fuel and other supplies before falling back to Earth.
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