
CE meets Secretary of CPC Jilin
Provincial Committee (with photo)

     The Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, met with the Secretary of the CPC
Jilin Provincial Committee, Mr Huang Qiang, at Government House today (May
19) to exchange views on co-operation and people-to-people exchanges between
Hong Kong and Jilin. Also attending the meeting were the Acting Secretary for
Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr Clement Woo, and the Director of the
Chief Executive’s Office, Ms Carol Yip.
      
     Mr Lee welcomed Mr Huang and his delegation to Hong Kong for promotion
activities on Jilin-Hong Kong economic and trade exchanges and Jilin's
industries. Noting that Jilin serves as an important gateway for the
country's northward opening-up under the Belt and Road Initiative, Mr Lee
highlighted that Jilin boasts a robust industrial and manufacturing sector,
particularly excelling in the manufacturing of automobiles and high-speed
trains, of which Jilin's expertise is unmatched nationally. As a functional
platform for the Belt and Road Initiative, Hong Kong will continue to play
its role as a "super connector" and "super value-adder", fostering
international exchanges and co-operation to assist Jilin and other Mainland
provinces and cities in expanding to global markets, while attracting more
external investment to the country.
      
     Mr Lee said that Hong Kong has long been the largest source of external
investment in Jilin, with cumulative investments exceeding US$9 billion as of
2024. Additionally, Hong Kong's arts and youth groups have frequently visited
Jilin in recent years for exchange activities, reflecting the close ties and
deep friendship between the two places in areas such as economic and trade,
culture and arts, and youth exchanges.
      
     He added that the launch of direct flights between Hong Kong and
Changchun, Jilin Province, in December last year will further enhance
economic, trade, and cultural exchanges between the two places, fostering
people-to-people bonds. Hong Kong will continue to deepen its multifaceted
exchanges and co-operation with Jilin, leveraging complementary strengths so
the two places can jointly make greater contributions to the country's
development.
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