
Building contractor fined after
failing to carry out the correct
procedures

A building contractor has been fined after failing to carry out the correct
procedures after asbestos was found during the refurbishment of a building at
Bedford School in Bedford .

Luton Crown Court heard how on 11 August 2015, SDC Builders Ltd failed to
carry out a suitable and sufficient assessment to identify the presence of
asbestos in all areas of the building where work was to be carried out.

A HSE investigation found that SDC Builders Ltd failed to carry out the
procedures required under the Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012.
Subsequently, asbestos-containing materials were disturbed in the course of
the work; the company failed to ensure all workers were informed, and did not
take the necessary measures to control access into the area until remedial
actions were taken.

SDC Builders pleaded guilty to breaching Regulation 5 and Regulation 15 of
The Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012. The company has been fined £185,000
and ordered to pay costs of £28,118.74.

Speaking after the hearing HSE inspector Alison Outhwaite said: “Asbestos
remains the top cause of fatal illness because of exposure in the workplace.
It is important that contractors responsible for refurbishment of premises
constructed before 2000 identify whether asbestos is present and take the
appropriate action to prevent exposure.”

Notes to editors:

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) is Britain’s national regulator1.
for workplace health and safety. We prevent work-related death, injury
and ill health through regulatory actions that range from influencing
behaviours across whole industry sectors through to targeted
interventions on individual businesses. These activities are supported
by globally recognised scientific expertise. www.hse.gov.uk
More about the legislation referred to in this case can be found at:2.
legislation.gov.uk/
HSE news releases are available at http://press.hse.gov.uk3.
Further information is available at4.
http://www.hse.gov/asbestos/tradeperson.htm

Journalists should approach HSE press office with any queries on regional
press releases.
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