
BCC: Dash for housing must not
sacrifice business land

Commenting on the release of the housing white paper by the Communities
Secretary, Sajid Javid, Dr Adam Marshall, Director General of the British
Chambers of Commerce (BCC), said:

“Business communities around England want to see housebuilding on the rise –
as it supports construction and property businesses locally, and increases
confidence across the board. The government’s renewed commitment to raising
our poor record on housebuilding is to be welcomed. So too is a drive to
build homes for rent, as well as homes for sale, as they represent an
important mix in many areas where businesses are seeking staff.

“Yet a dash for housing that leaves no room in our towns and cities for
offices, depots, laboratories, workshops and factories would be a huge
mistake. Ministers must ensure there are enough well-connected sites for
commerce and industry across England, where far too much prime business land
has been sacrificed to housing development in recent years. Building homes
without leaving room for workplaces would be a mistake that takes a
generation to correct.”

Ends

Notes to editors:

The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) sits at the heart of a powerful
network of 52 Accredited Chambers of Commerce across the UK, representing
thousands of businesses of all sizes and within all sectors. Our Global
Business Network connects exporters with nearly 40 markets around the world.
For more information, visit: www.britishchambers.org.uk
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