
Press release: Local authorities
should offer NHS Health Check to all
eligible

Speaking at Public Health England ‘s Cardiovascular Disease (CVD) Prevention
Conference today (Thursday 8 February 2018), Chief Executive Duncan Selbie
has called on local authorities to ensure that all local residents eligible
for a free NHS Health Check get an invite – to help tackle the one in four
premature deaths in the country caused by CVD.

The NHS Health Check is free for all adults in England aged 40 to 74, who
have not yet developed CVD. It’s one of the largest health prevention
programmes in the world, helping to detect and prevent early signs of
cardiovascular diseases such as high blood pressure, heart disease, kidney
disease, type 2 diabetes and dementia.

CVD is a leading cause of disability and death in the UK, affecting around 7
million people and being responsible for 26% of all deaths in England –
estimated to cost the NHS around £9 billion a year.

Duncan Selbie, chief executive of Public Health England, said:

Since 2013, over 6.1 million people have taken an NHS Health Check.
The programme is a cornerstone in England for the prevention of
conditions such as CVD, which causes one in four premature deaths
and places a huge strain on individuals, families and our
healthcare system. We also know that it is the same risk factors
causing many cancers and other preventable illnesses, so this is a
hugely important programme.

The NHS Health Check has had much success and has the potential to
prevent many thousands of premature deaths and ill health in
England, but there is still much to be done. Every local authority
in the country is required by law to ensure that all eligible
people in their area are offered a check every 5 years. We must
work together to increase numbers taking up the offer, in
particular targeting our efforts to those at greatest risk.

There is good evidence that the programme is successful in
identifying those at high risk of cardiovascular disease, but we
also need to follow up with effective care and support for them.

The Conference, with over 500 health professionals expected to attend,
including GPs and NHS Health Check providers, will focus on a number of ways
that CVD risk can be reduced, including:

ensuring equity and reducing inequality through CVD prevention
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programmes
highlighting the importance of health care professionals in delivering
behaviour change messaging for CVD risk reduction
learning from a range of international CVD prevention projects

PHE has also recently published two documents focusing on CVD prevention:

Size of the Prize provides region-specific statistics on the opportunity
to prevent many thousands of heart attacks and strokes by improving the
follow-up care given to those found to be at risk following an NHS
Health Check
the stocktake and action plan sets out how to further improve the impact
of the programme over the next 5 years

Background
PHE’s CVD Prevention Conference 2018 is taking place on 8 February at1.
the Kia Oval, Surrey Cricket Club in London
View national comparison data on NHS Health Check uptake2.
The Heart Age Test is an innovative online tool to check your risk of3.
having a heart attack or stroke – it tells you your heart age compared
to your real age, explains why it’s important to know your blood
pressure and cholesterol numbers and gives advice on how to reduce your
heart age. The tool is a collaboration between PHE, NHS Choices, UCL and
the British Heart Foundation.

About Public Health England

Public Health England exists to protect and improve the nation’s health and
wellbeing, and reduce health inequalities. We do this through world-leading
science, knowledge and intelligence, advocacy, partnerships and providing
specialist public health services. We are an executive agency of the
Department of Health and Social Care, and a distinct organisation with
operational autonomy. We provide government, local government, the NHS,
Parliament, industry and the public with evidence-based professional,
scientific expertise and support. Follow us on Twitter: @PHE_uk and Facebook:
www.facebook.com/PublicHealthEngland.

Public Health England press office

Email
phe-pressoffice@phe.gov.uk

Telephone
020 7654 8400

Out of hours telephone
020 8200 4400
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News story: UK flu levels remain high
according to PHE statistics

Updated: Added latest flu data.

Latest update
Seasonal flu levels remain high but are continuing to stabilise across the
UK.

The latest Public Health England (PHE) report published at 2pm today,
Thursday 8 February 2018, shows that seasonal flu continues to circulate
across the UK and rates across most indicators remain stable. The statistics
show over the last week there has been a 17% reduction in the GP consultation
rate with flu-like illness, a 14% reduction in the flu hospitalisation rate,
and a 10% reduction in the flu intensive care admission rate. The main
strains circulating continue to be flu A(H3N2) and flu B.

The report also shows that in weeks 50, 2017 to week 5 of 2018, statistically
significant excess mortality from all causes continues to be observed in
over-65s in England, this is currently similar to the excess mortality
observed last season and lower than in 2014 to 2015. These excess deaths
cannot with certainty be attributed to specific causes, but flu and the very
cold weather that some areas have seen since Christmas are likely to be
contributing factors.

Richard Pebody, Acting Head of the Respiratory Diseases Department at PHE
said:

We are continuing to see flu circulate, with signs that flu
activity is stabilising.

Rates of vaccination across all those eligible for the vaccine have
increased on last season and we have vaccinated an additional one
and a half million people. We are currently seeing a mix of flu
types, including the A(H3N2) strain that circulated last winter in
the UK and then in Australia and flu B.

It is important to practice good respiratory and hand hygiene and
to get the vaccine if you are newly eligible, although we are now
coming to the end of the vaccine season.
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Previous updates

Thursday 1 February 2018

Seasonal flu levels remain high but are stabilising in the last week across
the UK.

The latest Public Health England (PHE) report published at 2pm today,
Thursday 1 February 2018, shows that seasonal flu continues to circulate
across the UK, with rates across most indicators remaining stable. The
statistics show over the last week there has been a stabilisation in the GP
consultation rate with flu-like illness, a 7% reduction in the flu
hospitalisation rate, and a 26% reduction in the flu intensive care admission
rate. The main strains circulating continue to be flu A(H3N2), A(H1N1) and
Flu B.

The report also shows that in weeks 50, 2017 to week 4 of 2018, statistically
significant excess mortality from all causes continues to be observed in
over-65s in England, although this currently remains lower than the excess
mortality observed last season and in 2014 to 2015. These excess deaths
cannot with certainty be attributed to specific causes, but flu and the very
cold weather that some areas have seen since Christmas are likely to be
contributing factors.

The ‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’ campaign continues to run across digital,
radio and press advertising platforms to inform the public about the steps
they can take to protect themselves and reduce spread of the virus by
practising good respiratory hand hygiene.

Richard Pebody, Acting Head of the Respiratory Diseases Department at Public
Health England said:

We are continuing to see flu circulate, with signs that flu
activity is stabilising.

Rates of vaccination across all those eligible for the vaccine have
increased on last season and we have vaccinated an additional one
and a half million people. We are currently seeing a mix of flu
types, including the A(H3N2) strain that circulated last winter in
the UK and then in Australia and flu B.

The best form of protection against flu is to get the vaccine if
you are eligible and to practice good respiratory and hand hygiene,
although we are now coming to the end of the vaccine season.

Whilst this is the most significant flu season since 2010 to 2011 in terms of
GP activity, the ICU indicators taken overall suggest that it is less severe
at this stage than 2010 to 2011. And in terms of the impact on excess
mortality, we have not reached yet the levels seen in 2014 to 2015 and 2016
to 2017.



The flu virus can live for many hours on hard surfaces and therefore
practising good hand hygiene can limit the spread of germs and transmission
of flu. People are advised to catch coughs and sneezes in a tissue, bin it,
and then wash their hands afterwards to kill the germs. Practising good hand
hygiene and giving eligible people the flu vaccine is the best defence
against the virus.

People suffering with flu-like symptoms should catch coughs or sneezes in
tissues and bin them immediately, wash their hands regularly with soap and
warm water and frequently clean regularly used surfaces to stop the spread of
flu. Avoid having unnecessary contact with other people if you or they have
symptoms of flu.
Seasonal flu usually circulates for several weeks each year. The intensity of
circulation depends upon the underlying population immunity, the circulating
viruses and external factors such as the weather. It is an unpredictable
virus and it is not possible to anticipate how flu levels will progress.

Amongst other diseases like norovirus that normally increase during winter,
seasonal flu puts extra pressure on the NHS every year.

The latest data is available online. Currently 72.4% of adults over 65, 48.7%
of adults with a long-term health condition, 47.1% of pregnant women, 44% of
3-year-olds, 42.6% of 2-year-olds and 63.9% of healthcare workers have
received the vaccine.

Commissioner Creţu at the 9th World
Urban Forum in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Opening Speech by Commissioner Creţu, in charge of Regional Policy, on behalf
of the European Union and its Member States, at the Opening Plenary of the
9th World Urban Forum in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (7-13 February 2018)

Mister Minister, Madame Executive Director and distinguished delegates,

It is my privilege to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member
States.

First of all I would like to congratulate Ms Dato’ Maimunah Mohd Sharif on
her appointment as the new UN Habitat Executive Director. Mindful of the role
of the UN Habitat as the leading agency on urban issues, we wish her all the
best and would like to assure her of the full cooperation of the European
Union and its Member States in carrying out her duties and the upcoming
reform of the organisation.

The adoption of the New Urban Agenda at the Habitat III conference in Quito
was a crucial step forward in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
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Sustainable Development. It also a cornerstone for other key agendas of 2015,
in particular the Paris Agreement and the Sendai framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction.

The European Union sees the New Urban Agenda as a collective instrument that
will empower both the international community and local governments to turn
global urban challenges into great opportunities. As former Secretary General
Ban Ki Moon noted, “Our Struggle for Global Sustainability will be won or
lost in cities”.

The New Urban agenda ambitiously sets the work ahead for thousands of cities
on all five continents. The European Union is strongly committed to its
implementation, all the more since it reflects well Europe’s own vision for
sustainable urbanisation. Indeed, we call for an integrated, people-centred
and place-based approach that takes into account the diversity of cities and
their wider territorial context, while building on urban-rural linkages. The
European Union and its Member States can pride themselves on having been
instrumental in shaping the New Urban Agenda.

As we have now moved into implementation, the European Union and its Member
States intends to continue playing a leading role by taking forward its
commitment.

We adopted the Urban Agenda for the European Union which encompasses many
similar approaches and fundamental principles to the global New Urban Agenda.

The Urban Agenda for the European Union is based on a partnership approach
involving local governments and other stakeholders. It aims at strengthening
the urban dimension in European policies. This means involving and mobilising
cities in the design and delivery of these policies.

The European approach seeks to promote a better knowledge base and an
effective exchange process, leading to more integrated policy-making, more
effective and efficient regulations and needs-oriented funding.

Altogether, this entails a significant change to policy-making, within and
for urban areas, based on a renewed commitment to strengthening the capacity
of sub-national and local governments in all aspects of governance. I can
assure you of our will to support them, in particular regarding revenue
generation and access to finance, including data and statistical capacities.

In addition to implementing its Urban Agenda, the European Union and its
Member States is also providing substantial external cooperation support to
partner countries and cities to take the New Urban Agenda forward. This not
only includes the newly launched European External Investment Plan, but also
a wide range projects and of initiatives by the EU and its Member States in
support of sustainable urbanisation and urban resilience.

Notably, city to city cooperation has proven its worth and value. We will
continue to promote this efficient tool. The political ownership of countries
and cities in embracing and promoting the New Urban Agenda is key; the
European Union and its Member States stands ready to share experiences and



provide concrete support.

The European Union and its Member States is also committed to engaging with
partners around the globe to promote inclusive and sustainable urban
development. Actions should target the specific needs of persons and groups
in a marginalised and vulnerable situation, including persons with
disabilities, forcibly displaced persons, asylum seekers and refugees as well
as those living in informal settlements and slums.

The European Union will support partners to improve the delivery of basic
services and social support schemes, reinforce capacity to prepare for and
respond to emergencies, crises and humanitarian disasters to ensure dignity,
including equitable access to food security and decent and affordable
housing, and to improve the quality of life of fast-growing urban
populations. In line with the New Urban Agenda, the European Union and its
Member States will promote sustainable spatial planning, equitable management
of land and real estate markets, sustainable urban mobility and low-emission
infrastructure networks and buildings. It will also support smart, safe and
resilient cities that make use of opportunities from digitalisation,
innovation and new technologies.

To conclude, I wish to emphasise that the New Urban Agenda is the outcome of
our joint efforts to come forward with a truly transformative agenda. It
contains all elements needed to go beyond business as usual, and to localise
the Sustainable Development Goals.

In this respect, the World Urban Forum represents a great opportunity to
reiterate our commitment to making the New Urban Agenda a key implementing
tool to reach the targets and goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. Being the first session to focus on the implementation of the
New Urban Agenda, we expect the World Urban Forum to concretely contribute to
the first report on its implementation.

Together we can turn the global challenges of sustainable urbanisation into
global assets for all. The New Urban Agenda is a once-in-a-generation
opportunity; let us not miss this historical moment.

Thank you very much.

Annex: 10 new projects under the LIFE
funding programme for the Environment
and Climate Action

LIFE Integrated Projects Environment (3 projects – total budget €62.4
million)
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FRANCE (FR) (1 project – total budget €34.2 million)

Towards a circular economy in the South of France (LIFE-IP SMART WASTE PACA)

Households in the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region of France produce a lot
more waste than the national average. Around 400 kg of domestic waste per
inhabitant ends up being burned or in landfill. By supporting innovation in
waste prevention and management and fostering expertise and skills, this
project will lead to around 30 % more organic waste being collected. As well
as significantly reducing the amount of landfilled household waste, it will
support the development of the circular economy in the region.

Project summary

MALTA (MT) (1 project – total budget €17 million)

Reducing water demand through sustainable planning (LIFE-IP RBMP-MALTA)

Water scarcity, low rainfall and high population density are major challenges
of sustainably managing Malta’s freshwater resources. This project will
optimise the use of precious water and build the capacity of Maltese
institutions to implement the country’s river basin management plan. The
integrated approach will also involve water audits, investment in water
treatment and greater reuse of water. Increasing islanders’ awareness of the
need to use water better is expected to lead to a reduction in domestic water
use and an increase in available groundwater.

Project summary

SPAIN (ES) (1 project – total budget €11.2 million)

Designing integrated tools for water management (LIFE-IP RBMP-DUERO)

The Duero/Duoro river basin runs between Spain and Portugal and is a climate
change hotspot. As an indicator of future changes across Europe, the river
basin can be a test lab for adaptation in the management of water resources.
This project will enable better governance of water resources and greater
public participation in water management. Other actions will involve the
development of natural ways of retaining water and tools to put a value on
services provided by watersheds, such as flood prevention. The project will
also create synergies between water policy and agricultural and other
policies in support of its goal of implementing a river basin management
plan.

Project summary

LIFE Integrated Projects Nature (5 projects – €90.4 million total budget)

DENMARK (DK) (1 project – total budget €17.4 million)

Making nature management a sound branch of farming (LIFE IP NATUREMAN)

As a result of intensive farming practices, natural areas in the Danish
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countryside are small, disconnected and dispersed among cultivated farmland.
This project aims to reverse that trend by creating and testing incentives
for farmers to manage their land in a more environmentally-friendly way. The
goal is to make it financially attractive for farms to graze or harvest
biomass from natural areas through the development of high-value specialty
products, sold at a premium of at least 25 %. This initiative is also
expected to improve the condition of protected fens, springs and grasslands
and provide a template for the widespread implementation of a more holistic
approach to nature and water management.

Project summary

FRANCE (FR) (1 project – total budget €22.3 million)

Getting protected marine habitats in good condition (LIFE IP MarHa)

The waters around mainland France and Corsica are home to a remarkable
diversity of marine habitats, from reefs to coastal lagoons. Many of these
are included in the French marine Natura 2000 network of protected areas.
However, the network is in its early stages and there is significant scope to
improve the condition of habitats, for instance by having a better
understanding of the impact of human activities. This wide-ranging project
will ensure effective and transparent site management that integrates marine
users and activities. By 2025, the project will enable the status of all the
marine habitats around mainland France and Corsica to be known. This will
contribute to the long-term goal of ensuring that all of those habitats are
in good condition (‘favourable conservation status’) by 2040.

Project summary

GREECE (GR) (1 project – total budget €17 million)

Wide-ranging action for nature management (LIFE-IP 4 NATURA)

There are over 600 protected areas for nature in Greece, yet fewer than 2 %
have a management plan. Action plans have been approved for only three of the
country’s protected species. This wide-ranging project will formulate and
implement site management plans and species action plans in four regions. It
will also develop innovations such as a comprehensive database of Natura 2000
network sites and a tool to help users visualise ecosystem services. This
will improve the capacity of competent authorities to effectively conserve
Greek nature. The project will also help mobilise complementary funding to
draft a five-year plan of action for the entire network of protected areas in
Greece.

Project summary

LITHUANIA (LT) (1 project – total budget €17 million)

Achieving priorities for a positive impact on nature (LIFE-IP PAF-NATURALIT)

Nature conservation has developed rapidly in Lithuania since EU membership in
2004. However, significant threats to habitats, species and biodiversity

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6522
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6519
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/project/Projects/index.cfm?fuseaction=search.dspPage&n_proj_id=6520


remain. Lithuania has drawn up a framework of priority actions that can be
integrated into relevant EU funding streams. This project will help implement
that framework throughout the country. It will use a common approach to
improve the efficiency of management, surveillance and analysis processes and
integrate nature conservation into the forestry, agriculture and tourism
sectors. The benefits of an ecosystem-based approach to conservation will be
shown at selected sites, representing different geographical and natural
conditions.

Project summary

SWEDEN (SE) (1 project – total budget €16.7 million)

Model conservation of watercourses and wetlands (GRIP on LIFE IP)

Sweden’s watercourses and wetlands are important for nature and provide a
range of ecosystem services, including carbon storage, improved water quality
and flood control. To improve the condition of habitats and help those
services work to their full potential, this project will foster greater
communication and cooperation between different stakeholders. It will also
make more coordinated use of available funds. Working on a landscape scale,
rather than just focusing on the conservation of individual sites, will
ensure that priority actions for nature conservation are carried out
effectively. By demonstrating the success of this approach with one type of
habitat, the project will serve as a model for the wider implementation of
the country’s priority actions for nature conservation.

Project summary

LIFE Integrated Projects Climate Action (2 projects – total budget €29.4
million)

BELGIUM (1 project – total budget €13.9 million)

Renovating for energy efficient living (LIFE IP CA 16 BE-REEL!)

Belgian homes use 70% more energy than the European average, mainly because
much of the housing stock is old. By supporting regional cooperation between
Flanders and Wallonia, this project will help to implement renovation and
retrofitting policies that vastly improve energy efficiency. Measures will
include capacity building and training for administrators and stakeholders,
guidelines for the construction sector, innovative techniques and new
financial instruments. More than 8 500 homes in Ghent, Antwerp, Mechelen,
Mouscron and La Louvière will be fully renovated, giving a practical
demonstration of the energy efficiency strategies. This project will put
Belgium on the path to renovating its existing housing, mobilising more than
€700 million of complementary funding.

Project summary

SPAIN (ES) (1 project – total budget €15.6 million)

Coherent climate change adaptation in the region of Navarre (LIFE-IP Nadapta-
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CC)

Navarre is typical of many regions in Spain, in that it has adopted a climate
change adaptation strategy but has not been able to implement that strategy.
By breaking down divisions between sectors and involving key stakeholders,
this project is an opportunity to overcome barriers to implementation and
serve as a model for other regions in a similar positon. Actions will include
a new task force and indicators for climate monitoring, early warning systems
for river floods and emergencies involving wastewater treatment. Other
measures include adaptive management of water, forestry, agriculture, health,
infrastructure and territorial planning. Mobilising more than €370 million of
complementary funding will enable the implementation of Navarre’s 2030
climate change adaptation goals.

Project summary

Daily News 08 / 02 / 2018

Member States to benefit from €98.2 million in investments to improve
citizens’ quality of life

The European Commission has approved an investment package of €98.2 million
to support Europe’s transition to a low-carbon, circular economy under the
new LIFE funding programme for the Environment and Climate Action.Today’s
investment package will contribute towards improving the quality of life for
European citizens in five areas: Nature, Water, Air, Waste and Climate
Action. The investment covers 10 projects in Belgium, Denmark, France,
Greece, Lithuania, Malta, Spain and Sweden. The EU funding will mobilise
investments leading to an additional €2 billion, as Member States can make
use of other EU funding sources, including agricultural, structural and
research funds, as well as national funds and private sector investment. A
press release and annexwith details on the 10 projects are available online.
(For more information: Enrico Brivio – Tel.: + 32 229 56172; Iris Petsa –
Tel.: +32 229 93321)

Trade Defence: Commission imposes definitive anti-dumping duties on Chinese
corrosion resistant steel

The Commission today imposed definitive anti-dumping duties on corrosion
resistant steel from China. The investigation confirmed that Chinese
producers were dumping the product on the EU market, a finding that already
led to imposition of provisional duties in August 2017. The measures that
will be in place for the next 5 years range from 17.2% to 27.9%. Corrosion
resistant steel is mainly used in the construction industry, for mechanical
engineering, in the production of welded pipes and tubes and in the
manufacturing of domestic appliances. The value of EU market for corrosion
resistant steel is estimated for €4.6 billion, 20% of which has been supplied
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by Chinese producers. Today’s measures will counter the downward pressure on
sales prices that has been causing financial problems for EU producers, based
mostly in Belgium, France, Poland and the Netherlands. The steel sector is a
vital industry for the European Union’s economy and occupies a central
position in global value chains, providing jobs for hundreds of thousands of
European citizens. The global surplus in steelmaking capacity has driven down
steel prices to unsustainable levels in recent years and had a damaging
impact on the steel sector, as well as related industries and jobs. The EU is
using therefore the full potential of its trade defence toolbox to ensure a
level-playing-field for its producers and their ability to maintain jobs in
the sector. 53 measures are now in place on steel and iron products,
including 27 on products coming from China. In March 2016 the Commission
issued a Communication presenting a series of measures to support
competitiveness of the EU steel industry. Enhanced use of trade defence tools
was one of the pillars of the strategy. In addition to that, the Commission
engaged in the Global Forum on Steel Excess Capacity that agreed last
November on an ambitious package of concrete policy solutions to tackle the
pressing issue of global overcapacity in the steel sector.The regulation is
available in the EU Official Journal. (For more information: Daniel Rosario –
Tel.: +32 229 56185; Kinga Malinowska – Tel: +32 229 51383)

 

160 innovation grants to bring frontier research closer to the market

Today, 52 winners of an innovation grant competition have been announced. The
so-called ‘proof of concept’ grants, each worth up to €150,000, are dedicated
to researchers that explore the innovation potential of their scientific
discoveries. This will help researchers to bring the results of their
frontier research closer to the market. Today’s winners join 108 others that
have already been awarded grants in 2017. In total 160 researchers will now
investigate business opportunities, establish intellectual property rights or
conduct technical validation to proof their scientific concept. They will for
example develop new antibiotics that target drug-resistant bacteria, produce
graphene sheets to protect works of art or make thermal-regulating paints
that could reduce energy consumption of buildings (see further project
examples). The overall budget of the competition was €24 million. In October
last year, the Commission has geared its research and innovation funding
towards boosting breakthrough, market-creating innovation. Europe is already
a world leader in science and technology. To make Europe also a major
innovation driver, the Commission has launched a Pilot for a European
Innovation Council (EIC) to support top-class innovators, entrepreneurs,
small companies and researchers with bright ideas. The EIC will mobilise €2.7
billion to support high-risk, high-gain innovation. The ‘proof of concept’
grants, announced today, are awarded by the European Research Council (ERC)
and are part of the EU’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (see
ERC news item). The ERC, set up by the European Union in 2007, is the first
European funding organisation for excellent frontier research. Every year, it
selects and funds the very best, creative researchers of any nationality and
age, to run projects based in Europe. (For more information: Lucía Caudet –
Tel.: +32 229 56182; Victoria von Hammerstein – Tel.: +32 229 55040; Maud
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Noyon – Tel. +32 229-80379)

State aid: Commission approves PLN 5 billion Polish support for closing coal
mines

The European Commission has found amendments to Poland’s plans to provide
public support of PLN 5 billion (approximately €1.25 billion) to alleviate
the social and environmental impact of closing uncompetitive coal mines by
2018 to be in line with EU State aid rules. The Commission concluded that
potential competition distortions are limitedas a result of the support. The
Commission had already approved Polish support for the closure of
uncompetitive coal mines in November 2016. In line with EU State aid rules,
and in particular Council Decision 2010/787/EU on State aid to facilitate the
closure of uncompetitive coal mines, the Commission found that the aid will
ease the closure process by providing financial support to workers who have
lost, or will lose, their jobs due to the closure of the mines. In
particular, the state support will fund severance payments, compensatory
pensions and social security benefits for these workers until 2023.
Furthermore, it will be used to secure mine shafts and decommissioning of
mine infrastructure, repair damage to the environment caused by mining and
re-cultivate land after the mine closures. More information will be available
on the Commission’s competition website, in the State Aid Register under the
case number SA.46891. (For more information: Ricardo Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229
80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

 

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of OCTE by Avis Budget Group and Koç
Holding

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
acquisition of OCTE of Greece by Otokoç ABG Holland BV of the Netherlands,
which will be jointly controlled by Avis Budget Group Inc. (‘ABG’) of the US
and Koç Holding A.S. (‘Koç’) of Turkey. OCTE trades as Avis Hellas and, since
2010, has been appointed as Avis’ franchisee in Greece for the Avis and
Budget brands. ABG is a global provider of rental cars and also operates a
car sharing network through its Zipcar brand. Koç is an investment holding
company which is active in a range of sectors, including energy, consumer
durables, cars and finance. The Commission concluded that the proposed
acquisition would raise no competition concerns, given the absence of
horizontal overlaps or vertical links between the companies’ activities in
Greece. Although ABG, Koç and OCTE all provide short-term and long-term car
rental services, their activities take place in distinct national markets.
Moreover, there are no existing supplier or customer relationships between
them. The operation was examined under the simplified merger review
procedure. More information will be available on the Commission’s competition
website, in the public case register under the case number M.8756. (For more
information: Ricardo Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou –
Tel.: +32 229 13740)

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of Elenia Group by Macquarie Group and
Allianz Group
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The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
acquisition of Lakeside Network Investments S.à.r.l. (“Elenia Group”) of
Finland by Macquarie Super Core Infrastructure Fund SCSP (“MSCIF”) of the UK
and Allianz Infrastructure Luxembourg I S.à.r.l. (“AIL”) of Luxembourg.
Elenia Group owns and operates electricity distribution networks and district
heating businesses in Finland. MSCIF is a fund owned by the Macquarie Group,
a global provider of banking, financial, advisory, investment and fund
management services. AIL belongs to the Allianz Group, a global provider of
insurance and asset management products as well as services to private and
corporate customers. The Commission concluded that the proposed acquisition
would raise no competition concerns because of the limited combined market
position of the companies following the proposed transaction. The transaction
was examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More information
is available on the Commission’s competition website, in the public case
register under the case number M.8776. (For more information: Ricardo
Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of joint control over Lucid Energy by
Goldman Sachs and Riverstone

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
proposed acquisition of joint control over Lucid Energy Group II LLC by The
Goldman Sachs Group, Inc. and Riverstone Investment Group LLC, all of the US.
Lucid Energy provides natural gas gathering, compression and natural gas
processing in Texas and New Mexico. Goldman Sachs is a global investment
banking, securities and investment management firm that provides a wide range
of banking, securities and investment services worldwide. Riverstone is a
private equity firm focused on investments in the energy and power sectors.
The Commission concluded that the proposed transaction would raise no
competition concerns as Lucid Energy is not active in the European Economic
Area. The transaction was examined under the simplified merger review
procedure. More information is available on the Commission’s competition
website, in the public case register under the case number M.8800. (For more
information: Ricardo Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou –
Tel.: +32 229 13740)

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of joint control over PSA Panama
International Terminal S.A. by PSA International Pte. Ltd. and Terminal
Investment Limited Sàrl

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
acquisition of joint control over PSA Panama International Terminal S.A. of
Panama by PSA International Pte. Ltd of Singapore, and Terminal Investment
Limited Sàrl of Switzerland. PSA Panama International Terminal S.A. is a
company operating a container terminal in the Port of Rodman, Panama. PSA
International Pte. Ltd. provides stevedoring services at ports, with a
particular focus on terminal services for containerised liner ships. Terminal
Investment Limited Sàrl is jointly controlled by MSC Mediterranean Shipping
Company Holding S.A. of Switzerland, Global Infrastructure Management and
Global Infrastructure Partners, both of the US. Its business is in
investment, development and management of container terminals. The Commission
concluded that the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns
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because of the limited impact it would have on the market. The transaction
was examined under the simplified merger review procedure. More information
is available on the Commission’s competition website, in the public case
register under the case number M.8695. (For more information: Ricardo
Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

Mergers: Commission clears acquisition of Hügli by Bell

The European Commission has approved, under the EU Merger Regulation, the
acquisition of sole control over Hügli Holding AG by Bell Food Group AG, both
of Switzerland. Hügli manufactrures soups, sauces, ready-to-eat dishes,
desserts and meat substitute products for sale to retailers, wholesalers and
the food service sector. Bell is active in the production, processing and
sale of meat as well as other related products, seafood and convenience
products through various distribution channels. The Commission concluded that
the proposed acquisition would raise no competition concerns because of the
limited overlap between the companies’ activities. The operation was examined
under the simplified merger review procedure. More information will be
available on the Commission’s competition website, in the public case
register under the case number M.8751. (For more information: Ricardo
Cardoso – Tel.: +32 229 80100; Maria Sarantopoulou – Tel.: +32 229 13740)

STATEMENTS

Discours de la Commissaire Crețu à la session d’ouverture du Forum urbain
mondial des Nations Unies

Aujourd’hui, la Commissaire en charge de la politique régionale et urbaine de
l’UE, Corina Creţu, a représenté l’UE et ses Etats membres lors de la session
plénière d’ouverture du 9ème Forum urbain mondial. 15 mois après le lancement
du Nouvel Agenda Urbain, le Forum se concentre sur la mise en œuvre des
objectifs du Programme de développement durable à l’horizon 2030. La
Commissaire Crețu a déclaré: “Le Nouvel Agenda Urbain trace les contours
ambitieux du travail qui reste à accomplir pour des milliers de villes, sur
les cinq continents. L’UE est fortement attachée à sa mise en œuvre, d’autant
plus qu’elle reflète bien la vision européenne d’un développement urbain
durable. En effet, nous plaidons pour une approche intégrée, adaptée à la
réalité des lieux et des populations, et qui prenne en compte la diversité
des villes et leur contexte territorial plus large tout en s’appuyant sur les
liens urbains-ruraux. L’Union européenne et ses États membres peuvent être
fiers d’avoir contribué à façonner le Nouvel Agenda Urbain.” Retrouvez
l’intégralité du discours en anglais de la Commissaire ici. (Pour plus
d’informations: Johannes Bahrke – Tél .: +32 229 58615, Sophie Dupin de
Saint-Cyr – Tél .: +32 229 56169)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Vice-Président Katainen en déplacement à Paris

Le Vice-Président Jyrki Katainen chargé de l’emploi, de la croissance, de
l’investissement et de la compétitivité est aujourd’hui en déplacement à
Paris, France. Il va prononcer un discours à l’occasion du Capital Markets
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Summit organisé conjointement par Politico et l’Agefi, évènement auquel
Olivier Guersent, Directeur général de la Direction générale Stabilité
financière, services financiers et Union des marchés de capitaux (FISMA),
participera également. Le Vice-Président Katainen évoquera les mesures prises
par l’UE pour faciliter l’accès au capital, en particulier pour les petites
et moyennes entreprises (PME), notamment via le Marché Unique des Capitaux et
le Plan d’Investissement pour l’Europe. Pendant sa visite, le Vice-Président
Katainen s’entretiendra avec Steven Maijoor, Président de l’Autorité
européenne des marchés financiers (AEMF), et participera également à un
déjeuner de travail avec Sabine Thillaye, Présidente de la Commission des
affaires européennes de l’Assemblée Nationale, et les autres membres de la
Commission. (Pour plus d’information: Vanessa Mock – Tel.: +32 229 56194;
Siobhán Millbright – Tél.: +32 229 57361)

 

Commissioner Stylianides visits Portugal to present rescEU, the EU’s plan to
strengthen emergency response

Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management Christos Stylianides
is travelling to Lisbon to meet with Prime Minister of Portugal António Costa
and Minister of Internal Administration, Mr Eduardo Cabrita.  During the
visit Commissioner Stylianides will present and discuss the state of play
regarding the Commission’s proposal to strengthen EU disaster
management: rescEU. The meetings will serve to enhance the constructive
cooperation already established between the Commission and the Portuguese
authorities. rescEU aims at creating a more robust EU civil protection
mechanism, enabling the EU to better respond to disaster situations and to
help citizens when Member States’ capacities have been exhausted, as was the
case in Portugal last year. The Commissioner will also deliver a speech at a
seminar on the EU Civil Protection Mechanism co-organised by the European
Ideas Network. Commissioner Stylianides visited Portugal last year, and
commended the Portuguese civil protection forces for their work and support
for several EU Civil Protection missions. (For more information: Carlos
Martin Ruiz De Gordejuela – Tel.: +32 229 65322; Daniel Puglisi – Tel.: +32
229 69140)

Upcoming events of the European Commission (ex-Top News)
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