
Snowfall disrupts Spring Festival
travel in NE China

Snow disrupted the trips of Spring Festival travellers in northeast China on
Thursday, causing multiple accidents and temporary closure of an airport and
expressways.

Two people were killed and three injured in collisions which damaged more
than 40 vehicles on a section of the expressway linking Harbin, capital of
Heilongjiang, to Suihua City on Thursday, due to sudden snowfall, local
government sources said.

At least 74 inbound and outbound flights were delayed at the Longjia
international airport in Changchun, capital of Jilin, due to the snowy
weather.

Thirty-two flights were forced to land in alternate airports. The airport
started a red alert and closed for about three hours before reopening at 6
p.m. Thursday.

Most expressways in Jilin and 13 expressways in Liaoning imposed traffic
control measures. Some flights were delayed at the Taoxian airport in
Shenyang, capital of Liaoning.

Spring Festival, or the Lunar New Year, is the most important occasion for
Chinese, who have a weeklong holiday period, placing a tremendous strain on
railways, airports and expressways.

This year’s Spring Festival falls on Saturday. About 3 billion trips are
expected to be made during “chunyun,” the travel rush that lasts this year
from Jan. 13 to Feb. 21, the National Development and Reform Commission said.

Press release: Fines for six Hampshire
anglers caught fishing without a
licence

Jack Sillence of Blackfield, Southampton was caught at Mopley Pond on 5 June
2016 and fined £660 (plus £127 costs and £66 victim surcharge leading to a
total bill of £853). The exact same amount was charged to Nik Sinclair of
Ringwood who was apprehended on 29 May 2016 at Hightown Lake. Andrew Turner
of Southsea was caught at Broadlands Lake on 29 May 2016 and fined £660 (plus
£127 costs and £60 victim surcharge). None of the above entered a plea.
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Environment Manager Mike O’Neill said:

We are seeing higher and higher fines for fishing without a
licence. It makes no sense to have the embarrassment of a court
visit, a criminal conviction and a bill for over £800 when an
annual licence is currently just £27. We think these cheats will
think twice before picking up a rod illegally again and if they
don’t, our officers are ready and waiting.

Kerry Farr of Eastleigh was caught at Broadlands Lake on 29 May and after
pleading guilty was fined £440 (plus £127 costs, £44 victim surcharge).
Kristofer Cairns of Andover was apprehended on 21 May 2016 at John O’Gaunt,
Kings Sombourne, didn’t enter a plea and was fined £600 (plus £127 costs, £60
victim surcharge). Finally, Jonathan Ramsey of Chessington pleaded guilty
having been caught on 29 May at Broadlands – he was fined £500 (plus £127
costs, £50 victim surcharge).

Mike O’Neill added:

Yesterday was a good day for the near million anglers that fish
legally every year, respecting each other and the sport. There
really is no excuse – if you don’t have a licence, pick one up from
the Post Office or online before we pick you up.

The money from licence sales supports fish, fisheries and fishing and
protects the future of the sport. A small number of anglers refuse to buy a
licence, cheating the sport and their fellow anglers.

For the minority who flout the rules, the most common offence is fishing
without a valid licence. Fishing without a valid licence could land you with
a fine of up to £2,500 and a criminal record.

Overall, in 2015, Hampshire and Sussex enforcement officers checked 2,615
licences and reported 177 for fishing illegally. Last year in England, the
Environment Agency checked over 62,000 rod licences and prosecuted more than
1,900 anglers for rod and line offences resulting in fines and costs in
excess of £500,000.

Any angler aged 12 or over, fishing on a river, canal or still water needs a
licence. A full rod licence costs from just £27 (concessions available). You
can buy your rod licence online from the Post Office, at your local Post
Office or by phoning 0344 800 5386.

Money from rod licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries, and is used
to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers including
protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease, restoring fish
stocks through restocking, eradicating invasive species, and fish habitat
improvements. Rod licence money is also used to fund the Angling Trust to
provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in the
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sport.

To help crack down on unlicensed fishing the Environment Agency urges anyone
to report illegal activity by calling the Environment Agency’s incident
hotline on 0800 80 70 60 or anonymously to Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Theresa May must stand up for our
country’s values when she meets Donald
Trump – Jeremy Corbyn

Jeremy
Corbyn MP, Leader of the Labour Party,
commenting on the Prime Minister’s meeting with President Trump, said:

“Theresa
May must stand up for our country’s values when she meets Donald Trump and
oppose his support for torture, which is inhumane, illegal and delivers false
intelligence. There can be no indulgence of the US President’s renewed threat
to ban Muslims or build a wall on the Mexico border.

"The
Prime Minister must assure the British people that any trade deal with the
United States won’t open up the National Health Service to privatisation and
control by US companies. We won’t let Theresa May turn Britain into a bargain
basement tax haven off the coast of Europe to be ripped off by the world’s
biggest corporations.

"And
for the future of the planet, Theresa May needs to remind President Trump
that
climate change is real and not a hoax invented by the Chinese.”

PhD Placement Opportunity: Developing
Access to the Evolving English
VoiceBank

The Evolving English VoiceBank is an audio archive of approximately 15,000
voices created by visitors to the Library’s Evolving English exhibition in
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2010/11. This collection is only partly catalogued and a new placement
opportunity at the British Library offers a PhD student the chance to work on
this unique and so-far unexplored archive.

During the three-month placement (or part-time equivalent) the student will
audit VoiceBank and WordBank audio files and prepare cataloguing metadata for
about 500 to 750 files for the Sound and Moving Image catalogue. The student
will receive training in audio editing software and in preparing cataloguing
records, and will also be able to use the collection for original research or
potentially to support their own doctoral project. The content will be
particularly relevant for students of dialectology, sociolinguistics,
phonetics or language variation and change.

The placement student will be a full member of the Spoken English team, which
sits within the British Library’s Sound & Vision team, and participate in the
department’s core activities. This may involve taking part in workshops or
conferences, writing blog posts, and preparing content for online resources.
The placement will support the development of transferrable skills in areas
such as public engagement, team-working, and project planning and delivery.
It will be an opportunity to engage in the work of a world-class research
Library and to understand its content, structure and remit.

The placement would suit someone studying for a PhD in linguistics or English
Language. They would be expected to have a thorough grounding in
dialectology, sociolinguistics and/or phonetics. Familiarity with British
accents would also be desirable. View a detailed placement profile.

Application guidelines

For full application guidelines and profiles of the other placements offered
under this scheme, visit the Library’s Research Collaboration webpages.

The application deadline is 20 February 2017.

For any queries about this placement opportunity, please contact
Research.Development@bl.uk

A note to interested applicants

This is an unpaid professional development opportunity, which is open to
current (or very recent) PhD researchers only. To apply, you need to have the
approval of your PhD supervisor and your department’s Graduate Tutor (or
equivalent senior academic manager).

Our PhD placement scheme has been developed in consultation with Higher
Education partners and stakeholders to provide opportunities for PhD students
to develop and apply their research skills outside the university sector.
Please note that the Library itself is not able to provide payment to
placement students, nor can it provide costs for daily commuting or
relocation to the site of the placement. Anyone applying for a placement at
the Library is expected to consult their university or Doctoral Training
Partnership/Doctoral Training Centre to ascertain what funding is available
to support them. The Library strongly recommends to universities that a PhD
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student given approval to undertake a placement is in receipt of a stipend
for the duration of the placement.

The latest crime statistics show the
true scale of the challenge our
officers now face – Diane Abbott

Diane Abbott MP, Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary,
speaking after the release of police workforce statistics, said: 

“With over 20,000 officers lost since 2010, the Tories are risking
public safety with these extreme cuts.

“They slashed police budgets in the last Parliament and are
reducing funding even further now.

“The latest crime statistics show the true scale of the challenge
our officers now face. This is the worst time to cut the police.”
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