
Plan to lower age to 14 on detention
gets mixed review

 

 [Shanghai Daily]

A new draft law that would change the minimum age for administrative
detention from 16 to 14 has been met with both concerns of over correction
and voices of support, albeit cautious.

In China, administrative detention is a punishment for violations that
threaten public security but do not constitute a criminal charge. Sentences
usually do not exceed 20 days. People awaiting trial are sometimes held in
administrative detention.

Currently, minors are exempt from administrative detention. However, the
draft public security administration law released last Friday proposed
administrative detention should be applicable for individuals “at least 14
and under 18.”

The draft law comes in response to rising concerns about young offenders,
especially those involved with bullying or violence at school.

Moreover, a survey by China Youth and Children Research Center in 2015 showed
that juvenile offenders are getting younger.
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Many people, however, are wary about the new draft law.

“I don’t agree with it,” said Ge Haiyan, a mother in Beijing. “Children of
that age are not mature enough to understand the consequences of their
actions, and they are often rebellious at puberty. If we are too strict, our
methods could have a negative effect.”

Wang Tingting, another Beijing parent, said there should be a more holistic
approach to punishment, as juvenile offences were influenced by home and
school life. “Teachers and parents should step up,” she said.

Song Ruiyong, an education official in Beijing, said he was more concerned
about the negative effects administrative detention had on young offenders.

“There is a risk that they will interact with more seasoned criminals while
in detention, and they could have a negative influence on them,” Song said.
“Being locked-up is an irreversible experience, especially for children.”

He said youth education services would be better suited for young offenders.

Bian Feng, a judge in Shenyang City, said that the incarceration of minors
was ignoring the fundamental problem. “I think community or social services
could be a better option.”

Some people welcomed the proposed law, but not without conditions.

Wu Changhai, a law professor at China University of Political Science and
Law, argued that the minimum age should only be applied in certain
situations. “The rule should only be executed if the misconduct has had a
huge social impact or if the suspect is a repeat offender,” Wu said.

Deng Xiquan, deputy director of CYCRC, also supports the new rules. “There
are no existing actions in the current law for young offenders aged 14 to 16,
and this has been exploited by some criminals who use kids of that age to
circumvent the criminal law process,” Deng said. “The new rule, in a way,
protects minors.”

Deng’s support comes with a condition. “All young offenders should be kept at
a specialized complex, away from bad influences,” he said.

Wang Na, a lawyer in Beijing, supported the lowering of the minimum age,
especially for those suspected of severe crimes.

“Teenagers these days mature earlier,” Wang said. “I have encountered cases
of 14-year-olds suspected of molesting girls.”

She said the number of reported school bullying cases had increased, so the
new law could work as a deterrent.



Rural poor to receive scientists

China will dispatch 18,000 scientific and technical workers annually to help
poor villagers become technology-savvy in the battle against poverty.

According to a plan drafted by the Ministry of Science and Technology and the
State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development,
under privileged residents in remote areas or regions inhabited by minority
nationalities will mainly benefit from the arrangement.

The personnel will train about 2,300 people every year and assist in the
application of new technologies, so that farmers could increase their incomes
and be lifted out of poverty, according to the ministry.

About 100 scientific and technological parks will be set up in poor areas to
the poverty relief effort, the ministry said.

It added entities in the eastern part of the nation, which is more developed,
including institutes of higher education, scientific research units, and
science and technology parks in agriculture, will be encouraged to cooperate
with counterparts in the west on precision poverty relief.

Xu Nanping, vice minister of science and technology, said the move aimed to
mobilize the science and technology field to play its part in the fight to
eliminate poverty.

Scientists striving to save rare
pangolins
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Police check a pangolin seized in a smuggling case in Jiangmen, Guangdong
province.[Cai Yanhong/For China Daily]

When social media posts about endangered pangolin being eaten at banquets
triggered public fury in China last week, a wildlife protection specialist
saw a ray of hope.

“I hope the scandal will become a turning point in our search and rescue of
the critically endangered animal,” said Zhou Canying, head of the Wildlife
Protection Association in Changsha, Hunan province.

Zhou and her team have trekked the mountains of Hunan for more than a year,
but not spotted a single pangolin.

Earlier this month, a screen-shot of a micro blog post went viral that
allegedly showed officials in southern China’s Guangxi Zhuang autonomous
region inviting investors from Hong Kong to eat pangolin at a banquet.

“The public rarely pays so much attention to pangolins, and I hope the
incident will lead to new breakthroughs in its protection,” Zhou said on
Saturday, which was World Pangolin Day.

The species, which has evolved over 80 million years, was once abundant in
tropical and subtropical areas of Asia, including Hunan.

But things changed drastically in the past two decades: People used excessive
pesticides; trees were replaced with different varieties that produced more
profitable lumber; and the remaining pangolins were caught and sold to
dealers.

A survey by the provincial forestry department in 2001 confirmed that the



wild pangolin population in Hunan was zero.

Pangolins are the most illegally traded mammal worldwide, with about 1
million being sold over the past decade.

In China, the animal’s scaly skin is used as an ingredient in traditional
Chinese medicine, and is believed to ease swelling and promote lactation.
Their meat is also considered a delicacy by many.

Wu Shibao, a wildlife conservation specialist and professor at South China
Normal University, said that about 300,000 pangolins are consumed in China
each year.

Zhou said she has seen only one living pangolin outside a lab.

“It was at the end of 2015. Someone had saved the animal from illegal dealers
and left it at a temple in Changsha. It was dying and had blood-stains on its
mouth,” she said.

Despite Zhou’s efforts to save it, the animal died in less than two weeks.
When researchers dissected it, they found gypsum in its stomach, a material
used by dealers to make it heavier so it can be sold for more money.

“It was pregnant, too,” Zhou said.

“I hope more people will join us to protect pangolins from such a miserable
fate,” she said.

News story: Welsh company wins £82M
contract on global stage

The deal with Qioptiq in St Asaph, North Wales, will see battle-winning
handheld equipment – including night-vision goggles and day and night weapon
sights – maintained over the next six years, to ensure they are available to
our personnel around the globe.

This good news for Wales, as the UK prepares to celebrate St David’s Day,
follows the recent announcement that North Wales will be a global repair hub
providing maintenance services for F-35 components, in a move worth millions
for the region.

Speaking at the IDEX trade show, Minister for Defence Procurement Harriett
Baldwin said:

It’s a pleasure to announce this £82 million contract here at IDEX.
This deal will provide our troops with the equipment they need to
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stay safe, while also delivering £47 million of savings.

This contract is made possible by our £178 billion equipment plan,
supported by a Defence budget that will rise every year until the
end of the decade.

Work under the new Surveillance Target and Acquisition Support (STAS)
contract will create eight new positions at the company, which employs around
560 at its St Asaph and Bodelwyddan sites. By merging 20 individual support
contracts into one deal, the MOD will save £47 million for the tax payer over
the next six years.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

This massive contract for Qioptiq underlines Wales’ reputation as a
world leader in the defence technology sector, coming hot on the
heels of the choice of DECA Sealand as the global repair hub for
the F35 aircraft.

This enormous vote on confidence in the Welsh economy demonstrates
that we offer the highly skilled workforce and facilities that
investors need. It is also clearly great news for employment in the
region.

The contract covers equipment used right across the Armed Forces, from
frontline infantry and Royal Marine soldiers, to military specialists such as
bomb disposal experts, including infantry periscopes, laser aimers and target
locating equipment.

Chief Executive Officer of the MOD’s Defence Equipment and Support
organisation, Tony Douglas said:

This new deal with Qioptiq has reduced costs by a third,
demonstrating how we are constantly striving to build innovation
and value into Defence procurement and support. Crucially, the STAS
contract, will deliver improved support to Her Majesty’s Armed
Forces.

IDEX is a biannual international defence exhibition and conference dedicated
to unmanned systems held in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab
Emirates. The United Kingdom has supported IDEX since its inception and this
year a Royal Navy Mine Counter Measure Vessel, HMS Penzance, will be
attending.

Mrs Baldwin and the UK team will be working to develop closer links with a
range of Governments and industrial partners in the Gulf. British companies
are promoting a range of innovative world leading technologies, many suitable
for armed forces in the region.



They are keen to share technology, offer value for money solutions supported
by training and logistical support, and build joint venture partnerships on
land and maritime border security; maritime mine detection and
countermeasures; and chemical, biological, radiation and nuclear and
biological and chemical defence.

China criticizes several cities’
response to air pollution

China’s Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP) on Sunday named and shamed
several cities in north China for not doing enough to cope with air
pollution.

In an inspection on 18 cities in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region and
neighboring areas, the MEP found several problems in their response to air
pollution, including inadequate planning and poor implementation.

Cangzhou city in Hebei province was criticized for failure to draw up a
detailed list for business shutdowns on heavily polluted days, which made it
hard to achieve desired emission-cut effects.

Local authorities in Dezhou city did not revise emergency response schemes in
time, and Jiaozuo city did not initiate traffic controls when the city was on
red pollution alerts, according to the ministry.

The inspection also found a county under Baoding city was lagging far behind
in its task to upgrade coal-fired boilers, and several companies in Beijing,
Dezhou and Zhengzhou were criticized for breaching emission rules.

China is intensifying efforts to fight pollution and environmental
degradation after decades of growth left the country saddled with problems
such as smog and contaminated soil.

A total of 720 people were detained and 6,454 held accountable in China for
environment-related wrongdoing in 2016, according to earlier official
information.

China has a four-tier color-coded warning system for air pollution, with red
being the most serious, followed by orange, yellow and blue.
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