
Speech: “We have to take action
whenever a weapon of mass destruction
is used.”

Let me begin by welcoming you Sacha to the Council for the first time in your
role as Chair of the Committee and thank you for your briefing.

I’d also like to thank Council members for their remarks today. Today you
have all shown this Council’s unity and determination to prevent biological,
chemical and nuclear material falling into the hands of terrorists and other
non-state actors.

Sadly, on this Council we know only too well that that is no longer a
hypothetical threat. The nightmare scenario has been seen in too many places.
In Iraq, where we have seen worrying, persistent reports of terrorists using
chemical weapons. In Syria, where the UN mandated investigation has proven
that chemical weapons have been used both by Daesh and by the Asad regime.
And now in Malaysia, where we were all shocked by reports that VX was used to
kill Kim Jong Nam.

As these events prove, proliferation threats do not stand still, they are
constantly evolving, and we must remain alert to new trends. We will have to
be adaptable and nimble to keep our citizens safe.

Ensuring that states have the means and resources at their disposal to deal
with these threats is the foundation of Resolution 1540. It sets out how we
can make ourselves more secure; by ensuring that our legislation limits the
ability to develop such weapons; by having the right controls in place to
safeguard potentially hazardous material and by hardening our borders to stop
their spread.

This is collective security. One state’s resilience can prevent the spread of
a threat to others. But just as one state can help our collective security,
so too can one state undermine it.

The current implementation rate of 1540 measures worldwide is 48%. We must
continue to work towards full, universal fulfilment of these obligations.

In 2017 we should maintain the momentum and energy from the Comprehensive
Review, and ensure that we effectively implement the taskings from Resolution
2325.

We should stay abreast of advances in science and technology that may
increase the proliferation risk, but may also present us with opportunities
to tackle the threats better. For instance, through advances in cyber, 3D
printing and drones.

This Council broke new ground last year by calling on the States to adopt
effective national control lists for sensitive materials – a vital step in an
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effective non-proliferation regime. We should work collaboratively with those
who have already developed effective national control lists, and support
those who are just starting out.

We should continue to offer assistance and technical support to those who
need it to implement 1540 fully. Better matching of requests for assistance
to those who require it should follow a more regional approach, as agreed by
the Council last year.

But in truth, such preventative measures will count for little if there is
continued impunity for those who use biological, chemical or nuclear material
as weapons. It isn’t enough just to condemn. We have to take action whenever
a weapon of mass destruction is used, and we would make sure that there are
meaningful consequences for the state actors and non-state actors alike.

Last month, in response to the findings of the Joint Investigative Mechanism,
I regret that a minority of Council members blocked a resolution which would
have imposed measures responding to atrocities committed in Syria. We must
draw on the unity we show on 1540 to find the consensus needed to act against
the use of such weapons.

In conclusion, it’s clear that the 1540 Committee has a huge task ahead. And
Sacha, you have the full support of the United Kingdom in making as much
progress as you can.

Thank you.

Julie Cooper reponds to 20p increase
in prescription charges

Julie Cooper MP, Labour’s Shadow Health Minister
for Care in the Community, commenting
on the 20p increase in prescription charges, said:

“It
is disappointing to see the Government increasing prescription charges. While
20p may not seem a lot it will impact on those people who are already
struggling with the rising cost of living. At the same time the Government is
also increasing patient charges for NHS dental care, as well as raising
charges
for wigs and fabric supports.

“The
rise in prescription charges is a reflection of this Government’s financial
mismanagement of the National Health Service. At a time when the cost of
living
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continues to rise the Government ought to be doing much more to help people
with the cost of healthcare.”

MPs employing family members

IPSA have decided to introduce a new rule that in future MPs will not be able
to employ family members in their offices on the public payroll. Existing
family members with contracts will not be affected.

I do not employ any family member anyway.

Website maintenance 21-25 March 2017

There will be intermittent disruptions affecting a wide range of our web
services from Tuesday 21 March throughout the rest of the week while we
undertake database maintenance. Apologies for any inconvenience.

News story: Three World War 2 soldiers
finally laid to rest 75 years after
they gave their lives for their
country

Lance Corporal (LCpl) Ronald George Blackham has finally been laid to rest
alongside 2 unknown soldiers after they were killed in Capezzano within the
Italian province of Salerno during the Second World War. All 2 enlisted into
the 3rd Battalion Coldstream Guards and were given a ceremonial burial with
full military honours on 16 March 2017 at Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC) Salerno War Cemetery, Italy.

The service, organised by the MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre
(JCCC), part of Defence Business Services was conducted by The Reverend Jacob
Caldwell CF, Chaplain to the 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards.
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Sue Raftree, JCCC said:

These brave men fought for their country to make our lives better.
The service today was to honour all three and to enable the family
of Lance Corporal Ronald Blackham to have closure after over 70
years.

It has been a privilege to be able to identify LCpl Blackham and we
will continue with our investigations to identify the two unknown
soldiers.

The Coldstream Guards were brought up to Hill 270 to attack at midday on 25
September 1943, their plan was to reach the bottom of the hill by
infiltrating from the left and using the thick trees as cover. No.1 Company
were to lead followed by No.3 Company, both from the 3rd Battalion and
included LCpl Blackham.

They planned to move in single file in a wide semicircle across the German
front. At 11:40 hours the attack began with No.1 Company on the left and No.3
Company on the right, regrettably there were huge casualties, including LCpl
Blackham.

LCpl Blackham was just 22 years old when he was killed.

Reverend Jacob Caldwell CF said:

Today, we formally honour the sacrifice of three soldiers who lost
their lives in the business of war for the purposes of peace. The
sacrifice of soldiers such as LCpl Blackham and his two comrades at
the Battle of Salerno remind us of the cost of war and the price of
peace. As we honour their sacrifice we commit ourselves afresh to
advance the cause of peace in this, our generation.

In 2014 the remains of 2 soldiers, including those of LCpl Blackham, were
found in the neighbourhood of Capezzano and Coperchia in the municipality of
Pellezzano, South Italy in the province of Salerno, by a group of military
historians, Associazione Salerno 1943. The third set of remains were found by
a separate military historical group, Avalanche 1943.

Family members who paid their respects to LCpl Blackham included his 81 year
old sister, Alma Williams. Also present was Jill Morris CMG, British
Ambassador to Italy and San Marino, and Victoria Wallace, Director General of
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC). Current members of the 1st
Battalion Coldstream Guards paid tribute to their former colleagues by
providing a bearer party for the three coffins.



Alma Williams and Michael Blackham lay a wreath for their brother and uncle,
LCpl Blackham, All rights reserved

Alma Williams, sister of LCpl Blackham said:

I was a little girl of seven years of age when my oldest brother
Ron, was taken from us. I have clear and treasured memories of his
21st birthday celebrations, his last visit on leave and also the
devastation and sadness caused to our family by the news of his
death.

It is wonderful to have this final chapter written but so sad that
so many members of the family are no longer here to witness this
day.

Douglas Blackham brother of LCpl Blackham, who couldn’t attend
today’s service, said:

Ron was my much loved and missed older brother. My parents never
emotionally recovered from his loss. I am so pleased that my DNA
was able to close this door, albeit 74 years after Ron’s death.

Additional statement from the Blackham family is as follows:



All our family and in particular Ron’s brother and sisters have
been overwhelmed by the discovery of their brother Lance Corporal
Ronald George Blackham after he was tragically killed nearly 74
years ago in the hills above Salerno.

During the battle for Hill 270 there were a reported 120 other
casualties, some of whom are yet to be discovered and identified.
This is a remarkable story and really does remind us all of the
bravery and sacrifice made by the officers and men of the 3rd
Battalion. We are all honoured and proud to be invited to the
service and so grateful for the efforts and time provided by the
MOD Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre, the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission, and the Salerno 1943 Association who discovered
his remains.

Commander (Cdr) Neil Thompson, Naval/Air Attaché British Embassy
said:

I am proud and honoured to be representing the British Embassy at
the burial of three soldiers who lost their lives during the
terrible fighting that took place in southern Italy during the
Second World War. These three soldiers bravely fought through
difficult and trying circumstances with courage and strength.

We know a little about one of the soldiers, Lance Corporal
Blackham, who had a very full life in the UK before signing up for
his country. We are honoured to have much of his family attend the
burial, including one of his sisters. It is comforting to know that
the memory of a brave young man has been kept alive for over 70
years and hope that we continue to remember those like him, and all
who died, for many years to come.

Nic Andrews, CWGC said:

Lance Corporal Ronald George Blackham along with two of his fellow
Coldstream Guards, whose identities are not known, have been laid
to rest at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s Salerno War
Cemetery. Today’s burial ceremony is an opportunity to give thanks
for their service and to remember the sacrifices made by all who
died during the Second World War. The CWGC is honoured to care for
them and all those Commonwealth servicemen and women who died
during the two world wars, in perpetuity.

Lt Col Thurstan, 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards said:

Although more than 70 years have passed since the Battle of



Salerno, the burial we have witnessed today has lost none of its
poignancy or significance. The sacrifice made by LCpl Blackham and
his fellow Coldstreamers reminds us of more recent operational
casualties and it is our privilege to honour the enduring courage
and loyalty of soldiers from each generation.

Having received formal notification of remains being found the JCCC undertook
genealogy research in an attempt to discover a potential relative. Subsequent
DNA testing by LGC Ltd proved that a brother of LCpl Blackham had been
located.

Luigi Fortunato, Associazione Salerno 1943 said:

The 1943 Salerno Association reconstructs the stories of ordinary
people, stories that the war took away with them. To return Ronald
George Blackham to the affection of his family, allow the brothers
still living to have a tomb to pray, to give a name and a face to a
young man who went missing, brings us a great emotion and rewards
the efforts and the resources spent for the fieldwork.

Pasquale Capozzolo, Avalanche 1943 said:

The search and retrieval of the fallen in our area is a source of
pride, and know that the remains of a member of the 3rd Battalion
of the Coldstream Guards will have a proper burial has filled our
hearts with joy.

Victoria Moore, Science and Innovation Division at LGC said:

It has been an honour to be present at today’s ceremony, and I feel
immensely privileged to have assisted in the identification of LCpl
Blackham.

DNA profiles have been obtained from the remaining two unknown
soldiers, and where possible we will continue to test any further
potential familial relatives for comparison that may come forward.

One new headstone bearing LCpl Blackham and 2 inscribed with Known unto God
for the unknown soldiers have been provided by the CWGC, who will now care
for their final resting place in perpetuity.


