
Beijing to receive 900 cubic meters of
water from Yangtze River in 2017

Beijing expects to receive 911 million cubic meters of water from the Yangtze
River between Nov. 2016 and Oct. 2017, local authorities said on Tuesday.

The south-to-north water diversion project has already pumped 260 million
cubic meters of water into Beijing since last November, according to the
capital’s office for the project.

Since the project began pumping water in December 2014. Beijing has received
more than 2 billion cubic meters of water from the Yangtze, and 1.6 billion
cubic meters of water from nearby Hebei Province, according to Sun Guosheng,
head of the office.

More than 11 million residents, or about half of Beijing’s population, have
directly benefitted.

Recent data showed the water table in Beijing had risen 0.42 meters from a
year ago, thanks to a daily water flow of 3.4 million cubic meters from the
project.

The city will construct more facilities including pipelines and reservoirs,
according to Sun.

The project was conceived by Mao Zedong in 1952. The State Council approved
the project in December 2002 after nearly half a century of debate.

Green Party: Galloway’s a burnt out
Brexiteer – only Greens offer real
alternative in Gorton

21 March 2017

The Green Party has responded to news George Galloway will stand in the
Manchester Gorton by-election saying he offers the constituency nothing but
an “overinflated ego”.

Jonathan Bartley, whose party placed second in Gorton in the 2015 General
Election [1], said only the Greens give Gorton “a real alternative to the
status quo”.
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Jonathan Bartley, co-leader of the Green Party, said:

“George Galloway is a burnt out Brexiteer who offers nothing but an
overinflated ego to the people of Manchester Gorton. Of course people want a
real alternative to the status quo – that’s why the Green Party polled second
in Gorton last time and why we got more than five times more votes than him
in the London Mayoral election.

“We are the only party who can deliver a real alternative for Gorton and we
will fight to make sure this constituency is not left behind or overlooked.”

Notes:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/election/2016/london/results1.
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Jeremy Corbyn remarks on the death of
Martin McGuinness

Jeremy Corbyn MP, Leader of the Labour Party, commenting on the
death of Martin McGuinness, said:

“I was very sad to hear of the death of Martin McGuinness this
morning, and I would like to send my thoughts and condolences to his wife
Bernie and his family.

“Martin McGuinness played an immeasurable role in bringing about
peace in Ireland, after years as a key protagonist in the tragedy of the
conflict.

“Martin played an absolutely crucial role in bringing
about the Good Friday Agreement
and a peace process which, despite difficulties, remains an example
throughout
the world of what can be achieved when the will is there.

“As we reflect on his role, the past twenty years have shown us
that if there is leadership and the will on all sides, we can achieve
change.”
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After seven years of Tory economic
failure it is working households and
small businesses who are taking the
hit – Peter Dowd

Peter Dowd MP, Labour’s Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury, responding to
this morning’s ONS
statistics showing a 2.3 percent increase in inflation and the national debt
at
£1.7 trillion, said:

“Today’s sharp increase in the cost of living means that after
seven years of Tory economic failure, it is working households and small
businesses who are taking the hit with wage growth once again below price
rises. 
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“As inflation breaks through the Bank of England’s
target for the first time in more than three years, real earnings are lower
than they were before the crash. At the same time this is a government that
is
handing out £70 billion in tax giveaways to the big corporations and the
super-rich, but doing nothing for ordinary working people.

"The national debt is set to hit almost £2 trillion by the end of ten
years of the Tories in government, and our NHS and social care system are in
the worst crisis in their history. Only a Labour government will invest in
our
public services, create a fair tax system, and introduce a £10 an hour Real
Living Wage.”


