
Press release: Illegal waste site and
exports uncovered

On Tuesday 28 March, following a two-day trial, magistrates found company
director, Mark Paul Stone, and his company, Salhouse Norwich Ltd, guilty of
allowing an illegal waste site to operate from a site it owned.

A third defendant, Mark Ian Quinsey, pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing to
running the illegal operation, failing to clear the site when told to by the
Environment Agency, and illegally exporting waste. Yesterday he was sentenced
to 20 weeks custody which has been suspended for 18 months, and ordered to
carry out 200 hours of unpaid work.

Norwich Magistrates’ Court heard that hundreds of tonnes of waste mattresses
and mattress textiles were found stored on the site – almost 100 times as
many as a registered exemption for the operation allowed.

Stone denied knowing that the waste site, off Rice Way on Salhouse Industrial
Estate, run by their tenant, Quinsey, was illegal.

Quinsey, 39, trading as Salhouse Recyclers, had registered exemptions for an
operation far smaller than the one he ran and should have applied for a
permit.

Nicholas Ostrowski, prosecuting on behalf of the Environment Agency (EA),
told the court that he had deliberately breached environmental regulations
and despite being served an enforcement notice to clear the site, had failed
to do so.

Mr Ostrowski said when EA investigators visited the site in August 2015
following a report from a member of the public, they found the site so jammed
full of badly stored mattresses and mattress textiles, there was a serious
risk to the environment. The fire service was also concerned about the risk
of fire.

It was heard that during investigations Quinsey sent paperwork to the EA,
which included evidence of a shipment of 27 compressed bales of waste to
Egypt for recycling in March the previous year. However Quinsey did not have
the appropriate approvals in place for this export.

The court was told that an enforcement notice served on Quinsey in August was
only partly complied with when some waste metals were removed.

The EA also approached Salhouse Norwich Ltd and Stone, who were advised to
clear the site and an action plan for the removal of the waste was requested
but the waste still remains on site.

The magistrates were told the EA made five requests for a voluntary action
plan from the company.
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Quinsey of The Lane, Briston, Norfolk, told investigators he had found a
company in Egypt which would take the fabric for recycling but then there was
a problem with Egyptian customs so he had to store the material until he
found another outlet, which he was unable to find.

He didn’t contact the EA as he was worried his business would be closed down
and had hoped to resolve the situation himself.

Quinsey admitted that the site had no environmental management system, no
fire suppression system, no fire detection system, no dust suppression
system, no litter prevention infrastructure nor sealed drainage system. He
also admitted having no insurance for his activities and no official lease on
one of the buildings he used.

He said the business had left him in debt, claiming that it grew too quickly.
He admitted he probably hadn’t done enough research.

Stone, 69, from Marleybone High Street, London, told investigators that
Quinsey had said he had relevant permissions to carry out the waste
operation. No checks were made to ensure these permissions were in place.

He said his company had concerns about the fire risk and were “horrified” by
all the waste on site but were worried if they asked Quinsey to stop
operating, he would leave them with a factory full of waste. He also admitted
being aware that the operation was out of hand and perhaps should never have
started.

An analytical chemist for the EA concluded that any plume from a fire at the
site could contain toxic and harmful substances which could affect human
health.

Mr Ostrowski said Quinsey, Stone and Salhouse Norwich Ltd had co-operated
with the investigation and Quinsey had removed some waste from the site.

Quinsey pleaded guilty to operating a waste facility without a permit,
failing to comply with an enforcement notice and exporting waste to Egypt
without the appropriate permissions in place. He was sentenced to a total of
20 weeks custody which has been suspended for 18 months, 200 hours of unpaid
work and ordered to pay a contribution to costs of £720. He was also ordered
to pay a victim surcharge of £115.

Following trial Stone and Salhouse Norwich Ltd were found guilty of knowingly
permitting the operation of a waste facility without a permit. Stone and
Salhouse Norwich Ltd will be sentenced on 5 May following a pre-sentence
report.

After the hearing Environment Agency investigator Lorraine Machin said:

We acted quickly to try to get the occupier and landowner to clear
the site because of the environmental and fire risk but the
majority of the waste still remained on site.



This case shows how important it is to ensure that any new
operation has been fully researched, properly permitted and any
site used is adequate for the operation.

Mark Ian Quinsey pleaded guilty to:

Between 16 August 2015 and 28 October 2015 at land off Rice Way,1.
Salhouse Industrial Estate, Norwich NR7 9AP, you did operate a regulated
facility, namely a waste operation for the treatment and storage of
waste, without being authorised by an environmental permit granted under
Regulation 13 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales)
Regulations 2010.

Contrary to Regulation 12(1)(a) and 38(1)(a) of the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations 2010

You failed, without reasonable excuse, by 8 January 2016, to comply with1.
all the requirements in a notice dated 24 August 2015 and served on 24
August 2015 pursuant to section 59 (1)(a) of the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 to remove controlled waste from land occupied by you
at the date of service of the said notice known as land off Rice Way,
Salhouse Industrial Estate, Norwich NR7 9AP in the county of Norfolk.

Contrary to section 59 (5) Environmental Protection Act 1990

On 7 March 2014 and by virtue of Article 37 of the European Waste1.
Shipment Regulation EC 1013/2006, you transported waste namely waste
textiles to Egypt, a country to which the OECD decision does not apply
as listed in the Annex to EC Commission Regulation 1418/2007

Contrary to Regulation 23A(2) and 58 of the Transfrontier Shipment of Waste
Regulations 2007

Mark Paul Stone was found guilty of:

Between 24 August 2015 and 8 June 2016 on land off Rice Way, Salhouse
Industrial Estate, Norwich NR7 9AP, Salhouse Norwich Limited did, with your
consent or connivance or attributable to neglect on your part as a director
of Salhouse Norwich Limited, knowingly permitted the operation of a regulated
facility, namely a waste operation for the storage of waste, without being
authorised by an environmental permit granted under Regulation 13 of the
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010

Contrary to Regulation 12(1)(a), 38(1)(b) and 41(1)(a) and (b) Environmental
Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010

Salhouse Norwich Ltd was found guilty of:

Between 24 August 2015 and 8 June 2016 at land off Rice Way, Salhouse
Industrial Estate, Norwich NR7 9AP, you did knowingly permit the operation of
a regulated facility, namely a waste operation for the storage of waste,
without it being authorised by an environmental permit granted under



Regulation 13 of the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations
2010.

Contrary to Regulation 12(1)(a) and 38(1)(b) of the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations 2010

This April the Tories are taking
working families for fools – John
McDonnell

Labour research
reveals that the Tories’ tax changes that came into effect on 1 April will
see
£2.5 billion in tax giveaways alone handed out to big business and a wealthy
few in 2017/18.

The figures also
reveal that by 2022, Tory Tax giveaways that came into effect on 1 April
could total around £20 billion, which includes over £2 billion in
corporation tax giveaways to big corporations like Google in the next year
alone.

These changes will
take place at the same time as the Government goes ahead with billions of
pounds worth of cuts to low income working families on in-work benefits.

John McDonnell MP,
Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, said:

“This April the Tories
are taking working families for fools by thinking they can hand out billions
of
pounds in tax giveaways to big business and the super-rich and expect no one
to
care, while at the same time cutting in-work benefits to the low paid.

“These figures show
the true priorities of Theresa May and Philip Hammond. They refuse to ensure
that big corporations like Google pay their fair share, while they are
handing
out huge tax giveaways worth billions, and cutting the incomes of low paid
people in our country.

“Only Labour will
create a fair tax system: one in which all big businesses pay their fair-
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share
and working families are supported by ending the tax giveaways at the top,
bringing in a £10 an hour Real Living Wage by 2020, and reversing the cuts to
in-work benefits.”

Temporary Traffic Order – Brown Street

From the City Council :

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTION 14(1)

THE DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL AS TRAFFIC AUTHORITY being satisfied that traffic on
the road should be prohibited by reason of Scottish Water main repair works
being carried out HEREBY PROHIBIT the driving of any vehicle in Brown Street
(southbound from Guthrie Street for approx. 35metres south), Dundee

This notice comes into effect on Monday 3 April 2017 for 5 working days.

Pedestrian thoroughfare will be maintained.

Diversion routes for vehicles available via Guthrie Street / Horsewater Wynd
/ Hawkhill

For further information contact 433082.

Executive Director of City Development
Dundee City Council

Doorstop in Lismore with Kevin Hogan
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MP, Member for Page

KEVIN HOGAN, MEMBER FOR PAGE: It’s good to have the Prime Minister in town,
albeit today not under ideal circumstances. I thank Malcolm for being here.
Obviously, we as a community – Lismore as a community and indeed the wider
region – has been absolutely devastated by this flood event that occurred in
the last few days to the extent that you do not have to walk far around the
CBD area to hear heartbreaking stories.

I invited Malcolm immediately to come to this community to hear those
stories. There is one thing about seeing things on television or hearing
stories on the radio or reading them in the newspaper – there is another
thing about eyeballing someone who is devastated and heartbroken by an event.
And Prime Minister, I thank you for being here today to hear our stories, to
see and to witness our community and the distress that it is in, and I thank
you for being here today.

PRIME MINISTER: Kevin, thank you and can I just say the heartbreaking stories
that Kevin spoke about – we’ve heard.

This has been a devastating flood here in Lismore. Right through New South
Wales and Queensland, we have seen nature flinging her worst at Australians,
but it always brings out the best in Australians. You see the resilience of
the business people here, the families here, cleaning up, getting on with
life, getting recovering. And what about the charity, the love, that is shown
by the SES, the emergency services, the Australian Defence Force, federal,
state and local government, working together with thousands of volunteers.

How many volunteers are now in the region here?

ANDREW McPHEE, REGIONAL CONTROLLER SES: Sir, there are in excess of 500 SES
volunteers supplemented by around 500 from other agencies at the moment and
more are coming in as we speak.

PRIME MINISTER: Yeah, and we are seeing this right up the east coast. Right
up to North Queensland. Enormous solidarity from Australians. We are standing
with these communities, supporting them in every way with logistics, with the
resources of the Australian Defence Force and, of course, with the financial
and emergency support that is so important.

But I want to also say this, as I said, it brings out the best in
Australians. We see here at the church, the love that they are showing, the
support for their community, whether it is soup and meals, whether it is
going around providing the emotional support that people need.

Kevin, you have got a really strong community.

Here is the Mayor, Isaac. Everyone is pulling together, aren’t they?

ISAAC SMITH, MAYOR OF LISMORE: They are, absolutely. It has been a fantastic
effort. People are staying positive. We know we can recover from this and
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everyone is pulling together to make sure it happens.

PRIME MINISTER: We are all in it together.

Every Australian is backing you and all of the communities that are affected
– Murwillumbah, going right up, up into North Queensland where we were last
week, where the storm first hit.

Mark Crosweller, the Director General for Emergency Management, you are
making sure that all of the federal resources are backing up the state and
local government services?

MARK CROSWELLER, DIRECTOR GENERAL, EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA: That is
correct, Prime Minister. We’ve got the Defence Force involved, Geoscience
Australia, the Bureau of Meteorology. We have also coordinated all of the
state and territory assistance into New South Wales.

It has been a huge effort, a large, coordinated effort. All states and
territories assisting wherever they are able to do so.

The Commonwealth is assisting through the Australian Defence Force and
Geoscience Australia and the bureau. And an absolute connection between
community, local government, state and Commonwealth.

PRIME MINISTER: That is fantastic.

Well, Kevin, as you said, it would be better to be here in happier times, but
this shows the resilience, the love, the solidarity of the people of this
community.

As I said, nature flings her worst at Australians and it brings out the best
in Australians.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, were you prepared for what you saw when you
arrived here in Lismore?

PRIME MINISTER: Kevin’s right, there is no substitute for being here on the
ground. Obviously we have seen the pictures and I was in touch speaking to
the Mayor and Kevin on Friday – in fact, as the flood was hitting.  We have
been staying closely in touch with it but seeing it first-hand and the
impact, treasured possessions, all of a life’s work, all of the assets of a
business flung out onto the pavement – that is gut-wrenching stuff. And that
is why we are backing the people of this community and every community
affected by these storms and floods. We are backing them all to ensure they
recover and they are back in business and people will be coming back to
Lismore and enjoying Steve’s coffee. In fact, I think he will have the coffee
on tomorrow.

MAYOR OF LISMORE: He is.

JOURNALIST: Steve just told you though that most people in Lismore don’t have
flood insurance and that low-interest loans aren’t going to cut it for them
and he thinks they deserve more, the sort of treatment that multi-nationals,



like car manufacturers get. What do you say to that?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, there is enormous support being provided to the
community and there will be, and already we have the National Disaster Relief
Assistances available. We’re doing that through the state government so
people who have lost possessions and so forth can have them, will be able to,
it’s means tested of course, but will be able to recover them.

The low-interest loans are a very important part of business recovery. We
talked to a lady who you would have seen in the street who talked about the
theatre group here who have lost their props and lost their curtains. Again,
there are grants available for not-for-profits like that.

And, of course, there is a full suite of support for a region like this that
is recovering.

JOURNALIST: If you don’t give them special consideration, you could come back
here in six months and see a ghost town. That is his exact words?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, I think Kevin, the Mayor, and I have all got a lot of
confidence in this city. This is a strong city. It has seen floods before and
it has recovered and we have got more support for flood recovery now than we
ever had in our nation’s history.

JOURNALIST: Can you offer federal grants to businesses and homeowners instead
of low interest loans? Is that an option?

PRIME MINISTER: There are grants that are available to homeowners and that is
through the state government’s program which we fund 50 per cent of – so it
is a joint state-federal program.

As far as businesses are concerned, the support through Category C is through
a low-interest loan, a concessional loan, and that has been very important
for farmers and businesses, including small businesses, of course.

JOURNALIST: Steve who you spoke to say it’s not going to be enough and he’s
on the ground, he’s directly affected. Will you consider more?

PRIME MINISTER: Well there is a substantial program of support for the
community which we will be working out with the local government, with Isaac
and with the state government. It is a real collaboration. I can assure you
we are committed to seeing these communities and many others like Lismore
right up the coast, right up into North Queensland ensuring that they have
the support to recover.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, could I ask a question? Timeliness really is an
issue here. Grants, et cetera, are all very well and loans, but there are
people here whose businesses won’t survive another month unless they get help
really quickly. How fast will this move?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, the money and the support is available immediately.
Again, it is administered by the state government. In terms of income
support, the disaster relief allowance will be available here in this local



government area and again that will be available through, that’s available
through Centrelink?

MARK CROSWELLER: Yes, that’s right.

PRIME MINISTER: Yes, so that will be available through Centrelink and all of
those details will be made public and in the course of the next few days.

JOURNALIST: The Mayor also spoke to you about the levee bank. How important
is preventing and investing in that?

PRIME MINISTER: Well prevention is the key and mitigation is the key and it
is important as we rebuild infrastructure, to learn the lessons from the
events that damaged it on this occasion.

So, we would certainly look very favorably on increasing the height of the
levee if that is the decision that is taken by the local community.
Obviously, there are a number of factors to take into account, as you’d be
aware, but, clearly, it is important that we make Lismore as resilient to
flood as possible.

It is a river town, a river city, I should say, so it’s always been
vulnerable to floods, but, clearly, a higher levee has a lot to commend it.

OK, thank you all very much.

Mandarin speaking rate to rise to 80%

China plans to increase the rate of nationals speaking standard mandarin
Chinese to 80 percent by 2020, according to a plan issued by the Ministry of
Education and State Language Commission.

The plan calls for improved mandarin speaking abilities among teachers,
especially new teachers, who must meet national mandarin speaking standards
before being enrolled by schools.

The plan also highlights training of teachers from ethnic minority regions.
Methods including online remote teaching will be used to ensure all ethnic
teachers speak standard mandarin.

Currently, the number of those speaking standard mandarin is above 70
percent, but there is still a huge gap between different regions and groups
of people.

The rate for speaking mandarin exceeds 90 percent in large cities but is only
40 percent in many rural areas.
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