EU Trust Fund for Africa adopts €90
million programme on protection of
migrants and improved migration
management in Libya

Today, the EU Emergency Trust Fund for stability and addressing root causes
of irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa has adopted a
comprehensive €90 million programme to reinforce protection and resilience of
migrants, refugees and host communities in Libya. The programme will also
support improved migration management in the country.

High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini said: “For the European
Union, Libya and the Libyans have been and stay a top priority. We are
working to promote a political solution to the Libyan crisis and to support
the Libyan authorities on the many challenges they have to face, including
the managing of the migration flows. As the first donor for Libya, we already
are providing a sizeable package of support worth €120 million to assist the
authorities and the population. And while we are working to provide training
and capacity building to the coast guard to save lives in the Mediterranean
Sea, we are addressing the appalling situation the migrants stranded in Libya
face, together with international organisations such as IOM and UNHCR. The
additional €90 million we adopt today are aimed at protecting and assisting
migrants in the country, and the people who host them. Our aim remains
cooperating in protecting lives, and promoting peace and stability in Libya.
The European Union is doing its part and the Libyan authorities, all of them,
have to do theirs".

Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations
Johannes Hahn said: “At the initiative of the European Commission, the EU
Trust Fund for Africa is taking rapid action on a pressing priority for both
the EU and our partner countries. By supporting actions in Libya, today’s
newly adopted programme will address the needs of the migrants and contribute
to a better management of migration flows. In addition, the projects will
also support improved socio-economic conditions for all in Libya, and thus
contribute to reducing the drivers of irregular migration and make the
smugglers’ task more difficult”.

The new programme addresses various aspects of the migration challenge in
Libya and along the Central Mediterranean route: stepping up the protection
of migrants and refugees, including the most vulnerable, in Libya; improving
the conditions of host communities and of internally displaced persons,
taking into account the difficult socio-economic conditions in Libya; and
facilitating the voluntary return of migrants from Libya to their countries
of origin. The programme activities will be implemented in the main areas of
settlement or transit of migrants and refugees (Libyan Southern border,
municipalities along the migratory routes and along the coastal area) and in
areas of displacement of Libyans and places to which internally displaced
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populations are returning.
The programme includes the following activities:

1. Protection (€48 million): assistance to and protection of migrants and
refugees at disembarkation points, in detention centres and urban
settings (e.g. primary health care, psychological first aid,
identification of vulnerable persons — including children — access to
food and non-food items); voluntary humanitarian returns and
reintegration of migrants to their countries of origin (overall 15,000
envisaged); creation of ‘Safe Spaces’ as alternatives to detention
(shelters providing 24/7 care and specialised services); assistance to
migrants on the move in the form of information on viable options
(including returns) and risks of irregular migration as well as food and
non-food items; collection and analysis of data on mixed migration
flows, routes and trends through a ‘Displacement Tracking Mechanism’
which will help better understand the migration dynamics.

2. Socio-economic development at municipal level and local governance (€42
million):activities to improve socio-economic development at municipal
level and local governance, through strengthening capacities of local
authorities to provide services and foster local development and
stability, through provision and access to quality services for Libyans
and migrants (including health facilities and education and
rehabilitation of local infrastructures for example) and through local
economic development and access to job opportunities (including through
safe income for migrants and host communities in the South where
smuggling and trafficking provide major revenues).

The programme will be implemented through five partners, selected on the
basis of their capacity to surge swift operational deployment building on
existing operations and presence on the ground: 1) the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), 2) the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), 3) the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 4) the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and 5) the German Corporation for International
Cooperation (GIZ). Concrete implementation on the ground will start after
finalisation of contracting with the partners.

Background

Migrants transiting or remaining in Libya are facing increasingly dire
conditions. The programme addresses the priorities set out by the European
Commission in its Joint Communication “Migration on the Central Mediterranean
Route: Managing flows, saving lives” (25 January 2017), confirmed and further
developed by the Heads of State or Government in the Malta Declaration of 3
February 2017. Further actions under the EU Trust Fund for Africa will
address the remaining priorities identified in both documents.

The planned activities cover:

e reducing the number of crossings and saving lives at sea;
e stepping up the fight against smugglers and traffickers;
e development of local communities in Libya to improve their socio-



economic situation and enhance their resilience as host communities;
e protecting migrants, increasing resettlement and promoting assisted
voluntary returns and reintegration;
e managing migrant flows through the southern Libyan border;
e increased cooperation with Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria.

For More Information

Communication of 25 January 2017: Migration on the Central Mediterranean
route. Managing flows, saving lives

Annex to the Communication

Malta Declaration of 3 February 2017

‘North of Africa Window' of the EU Emergency Trust Fund

EU-Libya relations, factsheet

Print version:

Through diplomatic action and concrete support, the EU is assisting Libya’s
transition towards a stable, functioning country and is supporting UN
mediation efforts in this regard. The EU underlines Libyan ownership of the
political process and the importance of inclusiveness, notably through the
participation of political and local actors, women and civil society.

The EU provides assistance to Libya and the Libyan people through a set of
measures, including supporting a political transition and a negotiated
settlement acceptable to all legitimate groups in the country, bilateral
assistance, including humanitarian assistance and targeted assistance in the
field of migration, as well as support through its Common Security and
Defence Policy (CSDP) missions and operations, especially EUNAVFORMED
Operation Sophia and EUBAM.

Support for political transition and negotiated settlement

The EU has been supporting efforts to implement the Libyan Political
Agreement (LPA) agreed in 2015, the UN-backed Government of National Accord
(GNA*) that was formed under the terms of the Agreement and local authorities
through institution building, including the deployment of Stabilisation
Facility funding to restore public infrastructure and improve inter-
governmental coordination.

The EU works closely with the United Nations Support Mission in Libya under
the leadership of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary General to
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facilitate the implementation of the Libyan Political Agreement and support
mediation efforts to ensure all parties in Libya come together in a spirit of
compromise and reconciliation to make the Agreement work and prevent
conflict, in the interest of all Libyans.

The EU also supports the mediation activities of neighbours and regional
partners including by coordinating efforts with the League of Arab States
(LAS), the African Union (AU), and the United Nations (UN) in the framework
of the Libya Quartet in order to advance the political process and assist
Libya in its democratic transition.

Bilateral assistance

The EU has been providing significant support to the Libyans since the
beginning of the crisis.

EU support is provided mainly through the European Neighbourhood Instrument
(ENI) and the Instrument Contributing to Stability and Peace (IcSP).

The EU currently has a package of close to €120 million in bilateral support
to Libya in 37 projects across six sectors: civil society; governance;
health; youth and education; migration and protection; and support to the
political process, security and mediation. Many of these projects, which were
suspended in 2014 due to the rapidly deteriorating security situation, have
been resumed with the arrival of the Government of National Accord (GNA).

This includes €10.8 million in humanitarian aid in 2016, providing assistance
to internally displaced persons (IDPs), returnees and other vulnerable groups
in conflict-affected areas.

Cooperation on migration and protection continues

The European Union’s engagement includes support to rights-based management
of migration in Libya, capacity-building and training of the Libyan Coast
Guard, as well as promoting dialogue between Libya and its southern
neighbours on the management of their common borders. The EU is also active
in supporting the GNA in providing essential services to the Libyan
population, displaced persons, migrants and refugees.

Of the EU’s total support to Libya, over €46 million have been allocated to
programmes related to migration that facilitate the assisted voluntary return
of stranded migrants, support to host communities by providing employment
opportunities for both local population and migrants, assistance and
protection to vulnerable migrants, including with the aim of improving living
conditions in retention centres and disembarkation points. Thematic
assistance programmes — for example, on human rights or migration — are also
included.

This includes two programmes approved under the EU Emergency Trust Fund for
Africa (EUTF) established to increase protection of migrants and to
strengthen effective migration management. The first is implemented by a
consortium of Non-Governmental Organisations led by the Danish Refugee
Council, which aims to improve the protection and the resilience of refugees,
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migrants (including in detention centres), IDPs and host communities, and a
pilot ‘alternative to detention’ initiative. A second programme will be
implemented by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), to better
protect and assist the most vulnerable migrants, and to help their host
communities in Libya. This programme will assist the most vulnerable migrants
rescued at sea in Libyan territorial waters and disembarked in Libya. It will
improve protection by supporting the respect of fundamental rights and
addressing the most urgent needs of migrants in detention centres. Finally,
it will scale up humanitarian repatriation and reintegration in their home
countries of vulnerable migrants stranded in Libya, with a first target of
assisting 5000 people.

On 25 January 2017 the Joint Communication on the Central Mediterranean
Route, followed by the Malta Declaration on 3 February 2017, identified a set
of priorities to be addressed through the mobilisation of €200 million under
the North Africa window of the EU Trust Fund for Africa in 2017, with a
priority focus on migration-related projects in Libya and North Africa.
Actions will enhance combatting smuggling and trafficking networks along the
migration routes and at sea, help to manage migratory flows more effectively,
continue saving lives, and improving the living conditions of migrants.

As a first step of implementation, the EU Trust Fund for Africa approved a
comprehensive programme of €90 million on 12 April 2017.

This programme consists of two components:

1. Protection and assistance for all those in need, with the aim to expand
the protection space in Libya, with a particular focus on migrants and
refugees — to be implemented by the IOM, UNHCR and UNICEF.

2. stabilisation, aiming at supporting socio-economic development at
municipal level and local governance, in order to better integrate
migrants and stabilise host communities — implemented by UNDP, GIZ, IOM
and UNICEF

Through the EU’s Regional Development and Protection Programme, the EU also
supports the UNHCR and IOM in their capacity-building for Libyan authorities
and in their assistance to refugees and asylum seekers present in or
disembarked in Libya.

With the Joint Communication on the Central Mediterranean Route, the EU will
step up our efforts by mobilising €200 million for the North Africa window of
the EU Trust Fund for Africa for projects in 2017, with a priority focus on
migration-related projects concerning Libya. Egypt, Algeria and Tunisia are
also addressed in the communication whereas Morocco continues to be eligible
to the North of Africa window. Proposals are being prepared by the services
allowing for actions that will enhance combatting smuggling and trafficking
networks along the migration routes and at sea, help to manage the flows more
effectively, continue saving lives, and improving the living conditions of
migrants.

CSDP Missions and Operations



The EU is engaged in providing focussed support to Libya through its Common
Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions and operations: EUBAM Libya and
EUNAVFOR Med Operation Sophia.

EUNAVFOR Med Operation Sophia

EUNAVFOR Med Operation Sophia was launched in June 2015 as part of the EU’s
broader action to provide a comprehensive response to the global migration
and refugee crisis and to encourage a democratic, stable and prosperous
Libya. It seeks to counter human trafficking and smuggling by taking action
against the criminal networks and disrupting the smugglers business model and
has so far contributed to the apprehension of 109 suspected smugglers and
traffickers and neutralised 415 assets. While operating on the high seas off
the coast of Libya, Operation Sophia has also rescued more than 34,500 lives.

Last June, Operation Sophia was extended by two supporting tasks, namely
capacity delivery to the Libyan Navy and Coastguard, and information exchange
and contribution to the implementation of the UN arms embargo in accordance
with UN Security Council Resolution 2292. This will help enhance the Libyan
Navy and Coastguard’s capability to disrupt smuggling and trafficking in
Libya, perform search and rescue activities and improve overall security in
Libyan territorial waters.

The training of the Coastguard is being implemented in three packages. Op
Sophia has been able to formally complete an initial package of sea-based
training for an initial group of 93 trainees, including 39 personnel for
patrol boat crews. Op Sophia initiated a second package of shore-based
training in late January 2017. To date, modules have taken place in Greece
and Malta resulting in the training of an additional 41 personnel. An offer
for subsequent modules was recently confirmed by Italy and Spain for
respectively 255 and 20 personnel.

EUBAM Libya

EUBAM Libya was initially launched in May 2013 as an integrated border
management mission in Libya. The mission was downsized in 2014 due to the
deteriorating security situation and relocated to Tunis.

In February 2016, its mandate was amended to provide for a possible civilian
capacity building and assistance crisis management mission in the field of
security sector reform, focussing on police, criminal justice, border
security and migration This future CSDP mission would need to be requested by
the Libyan authorities (GNA) and subsequently endorsed by the Council.

This planning mission is analysing the police and, criminal justice system
and civilian security sector in Libya, including on border security and
migration. The mission also retains a limited capacity to assist and engage
with Libyan parties on civilian security issues, including on assisting in
improving reception capacities of migrants in Libya and reducing pressure on
Libya’'s Southern borders.

EULPC (EU Liaison and Planning Cell)



The United Nations Support Mission to Libya (UNSMIL) leads international
efforts to support the peace and security process in Libya.

The main objective for the EULPC is to support UNSMIL in planning and
operationalising the military element of the security track, currently
focusing on planning efforts to establish a Presidential Guard or similar
force charged with providing security in Tripoli.

The EULPC consists of 8 military planners under the lead of the Security
Adviser to the Head of the EU Delegation to Libya.

* The UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA) has been internationally
recognised as the sole legitimate government of Libya, as endorsed in UN
Security Council Resolutions 2259 and 2278.

EU Trust Fund for Africa adopts €90
million programme on protection of
migrants and improved migration
management in Libya

Today, the EU Emergency Trust Fund for stability and addressing root causes
of irregular migration and displaced persons in Africa has adopted a
comprehensive €90 million programme to reinforce protection and resilience of
migrants, refugees and host communities in Libya. The programme will also
support improved migration management in the country.

High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini said: “For the European
Union, Libya and the Libyans have been and stay a top priority. We are
working to promote a political solution to the Libyan crisis and to support
the Libyan authorities on the many challenges they have to face, including
the managing of the migration flows. As the first donor for Libya, we already
are providing a sizeable package of support worth €120 million to assist the
authorities and the population. And while we are working to provide training
and capacity building to the coast guard to save lives in the Mediterranean
Sea, we are addressing the appalling situation the migrants stranded in Libya
face, together with international organisations such as IOM and UNHCR. The
additional €90 million we adopt today are aimed at protecting and assisting
migrants in the country, and the people who host them. Our aim remains
cooperating in protecting lives, and promoting peace and stability in Libya.
The European Union is doing its part and the Libyan authorities, all of them,
have to do theirs".
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Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations
Johannes Hahn said: “At the initiative of the European Commission, the EU
Trust Fund for Africa is taking rapid action on a pressing priority for both
the EU and our partner countries. By supporting actions in Libya, today’s
newly adopted programme will address the needs of the migrants and contribute
to a better management of migration flows. In addition, the projects will
also support improved socio-economic conditions for all in Libya, and thus
contribute to reducing the drivers of irregular migration and make the
smugglers’ task more difficult”.

The new programme addresses various aspects of the migration challenge in
Libya and along the Central Mediterranean route: stepping up the protection
of migrants and refugees, including the most vulnerable, in Libya; improving
the conditions of host communities and of internally displaced persons,
taking into account the difficult socio-economic conditions in Libya; and
facilitating the voluntary return of migrants from Libya to their countries
of origin. The programme activities will be implemented in the main areas of
settlement or transit of migrants and refugees (Libyan Southern border,
municipalities along the migratory routes and along the coastal area) and in
areas of displacement of Libyans and places to which internally displaced
populations are returning.

The programme includes the following activities:

1. Protection (€48 million): assistance to and protection of migrants and
refugees at disembarkation points, in detention centres and urban
settings (e.g. primary health care, psychological first aid,
identification of vulnerable persons — including children — access to
food and non-food items); voluntary humanitarian returns and
reintegration of migrants to their countries of origin (overall 15,000
envisaged); creation of ‘Safe Spaces’ as alternatives to detention
(shelters providing 24/7 care and specialised services); assistance to
migrants on the move in the form of information on viable options
(including returns) and risks of irregular migration as well as food and
non-food items; collection and analysis of data on mixed migration
flows, routes and trends through a ‘Displacement Tracking Mechanism’
which will help better understand the migration dynamics.

2. Socio-economic development at municipal level and local governance (€42
million):activities to improve socio-economic development at municipal
level and local governance, through strengthening capacities of local
authorities to provide services and foster local development and
stability, through provision and access to quality services for Libyans
and migrants (including health facilities and education and
rehabilitation of local infrastructures for example) and through local
economic development and access to job opportunities (including through
safe income for migrants and host communities in the South where
smuggling and trafficking provide major revenues).

The programme will be implemented through five partners, selected on the
basis of their capacity to surge swift operational deployment building on
existing operations and presence on the ground: 1) the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), 2) the United Nations Development Programme



(UNDP), 3) the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 4) the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and 5) the German Corporation for International
Cooperation (GIZ). Concrete implementation on the ground will start after
finalisation of contracting with the partners.

Background

Migrants transiting or remaining in Libya are facing increasingly dire
conditions. The programme addresses the priorities set out by the European
Commission in its Joint Communication “Migration on the Central Mediterranean
Route: Managing flows, saving lives” (25 January 2017), confirmed and further
developed by the Heads of State or Government in the Malta Declaration of 3
February 2017. Further actions under the EU Trust Fund for Africa will
address the remaining priorities identified in both documents.

The planned activities cover:

e reducing the number of crossings and saving lives at sea;

e stepping up the fight against smugglers and traffickers;

e development of local communities in Libya to improve their socio-
economic situation and enhance their resilience as host communities;

e protecting migrants, increasing resettlement and promoting assisted
voluntary returns and reintegration;

e managing migrant flows through the southern Libyan border;

e increased cooperation with Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria.

For More Information

Communication of 25 January 2017: Migration on the Central Mediterranean
route. Managing flows, saving lives

Annex to the Communication

Malta Declaration of 3 February 2017

‘North of Africa Window’ of the EU Emergency Trust Fund

Protecting all children in migration:
Commission outlines priority actions

While EU and Member States’ legislation provide a solid framework for
protection, the recent surge in arrivals has put national systems under
pressure and exposed gaps and shortcomings. This is why the Commission is
today setting out actions to reinforce the protection of all migrant children
at all stages of the process. It is necessary to ensure that migrant children
are swiftly identified when they arrive in the EU and that they receive
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child-adequate treatment. Trained personnel need to be available to assist
children during their status determination and children should be provided
with sustainable long-term perspectives through better access to education
and health care. Child protection is a central priority in the European
Agenda on Migration and the Commission will continue to support Member
States’ efforts through training, guidance, operational support and funding.

First Vice-President Frans Timmermans said: “The number of children arriving
in the EU with or without their families has increased dramatically. We need
to make sure that children who need protection actually receive it. And we
need to do it now. This 1is our moral duty as well as our legal
responsibility. Children should be our top priority as they are the most
vulnerable, especially when they have nobody to guide them. That is why today
we are setting out a number of concrete actions to better protect, support
and take care of the best interests of all children who are arriving in the
European Union.”

Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and Citizenship Dimitris
Avramopoulos said:“One in three asylum seekers in Europe is a child. Children
are the most vulnerable migrants and ensuring their protection from the
moment they leave their home countries should be mainstreamed in our
migration policy. This means that we need a comprehensive and stepped-up
response. Today we propose concrete actions to support our Member States in
addressing the needs of all children at all stages of migration: to improve
the identification of children, to train involved personnel, to step up
relocation, but also to ensure swift family tracing in countries of origin
and measures to enhance early integration. Both the Commission and our EU
agencies stand ready to move forward to implement these actions.”

Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality Véra Jourova
added:"When speaking about child migrants, we should never forget that first
and foremost they are children. Their best interests must be taken into
consideration at all stages of the migration process. Child migrants,
especially those who are unaccompanied, should be supported by guardians or
foster families, as early as possible. The integration of these children into
our societies depends on how fast they can go back to a more stable life. We
will continue to support Member States to give these children the childhood
they deserve.”

Drawing on expertise from all relevant policy areas, the Commission is
proposing a number of priority areas for Member States to focus on, supported
by the Commission and EU Agencies, to improve the protection of children in
migration and ensure a closer link between the asylum and child protection
services:

e Swift identification and protection upon arrival: A person responsible
for child protection should be present at an early stage of the
registration phase and in all reception facilities hosting children and
child protection officers should be appointed in each hotspot. Member
States should put in place the necessary procedures to systematically
report and exchange information on all missing children.

e Adequate reception conditions for children: The needs of each child must



be assessed as early as possible upon arrival and all children need to
have access to legal assistance, healthcare, psychosocial support and
education without delay and regardless of their status. For
unaccompanied minors, the possibility of foster or family-based care
should be provided. Everything must be done to provide alternatives to
administrative detention for children.

e Swift status determination and effective guardianship: The role of
guardians for unaccompanied minors should be strengthened. To this end,
the Commission will establish a European guardianship network to
exchange good practices. To support the implementation of reliable age-
assessment procedures by all Member States, EASO will update its
guidance shortly. Concerted efforts should also be made to speed up
family tracing and family reunification procedures, within or outside
the EU. In all procedures related to the migration process, cases with
children should always be given priority. This goes for relocation of
unaccompanied migrants from Greece or Italy as well.

e Durable solutions and early integration measures: The Commission will
further promote the integration of children through funding and the
exchange of good practices.Member States are called upon to step up
resettlement of children in need of protection and to ensure that family
tracing and reintegration measures are put in place for those children
who are to be returned.

e Addressing root causes and protecting children along migrant routes
outside the EU: The EU has stepped up its work with partner countries on
mainstreaming child protection in migration under the Migration
Partnership Framework. Further efforts are needed to support partner
countries in strengthening national child protection systems and in
preventing child trafficking. A timely follow-up to the recently-renewed
EU Guidelines on the promotion and protection of the rights of the
child, including in countries of origin and transit, should be ensured.

A determined, concerted and coordinated follow-up to the key actions set out
in this Communication is required at EU, national, regional and local level,
also in cooperation with civil society and international organisations.The
Commission will closely monitor this process and report regularly to the
Council and European Parliament.

Background

In the context of the migration crisis, the number of child migrants arriving
in Europe has increased significantly. In 2015 and 2016, 30 percent of asylum
applicants in the EU were children.

As children in migration are exposed to high risks of violence, trafficking
or exploitation along migration routes or may go missing, or become separated
from their families, they require a specific protection. Children have the
right to be protected, in line with relevant provisions of EU law, including
the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, and with international law on the
rights of the child. The child’s best interests must be the primary
consideration in all actions or decisions concerning children.

This Communication follows up on the European Agenda on Migrationand the
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Communication on the State of Play of Implementation of the Priority Actions
under the European Agenda on Migration. It builds on progress made under the
Action Plan on Unaccompanied Minors (2010-2014) as outlined in the Staff
Working Paper accompanying the Communication.

It also builds on the 10th European Forum on the rights of the child
organised by the Commission in November 2016 and on the “Lost in Migration”
conference from January 2017, which have underlined the need for urgent
targeted actions to better protect children in migration.

For more information

Communication: The protection of children in migration

Commission Staff Working Document: Implementing the Action Plan on
Unaccompanied Minors (2010-2014

Questions & Answers: Protecting Children in Migration
Factsheet: Actions for the protection of children in migration

All press material on the European Agenda on Migration

Press release: Doncaster teens take
lead on environmental improvements

The children at XP Secondary School have been working with experts from the
Environment Agency and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to research and improve how
surface water drains away from the land.

Their findings have helped with the installation of a new sustainable
drainage system (SUD) on the school’s grounds, designed to mimic nature in
the way it allows water to soak away.

Dave Newborough from the Environment Agency said:

SUDs help slow down the flow of surface water, giving it time to
soak into the ground and for pollutants to be naturally filtered
out before entering local watercourses.

In doing so, they help reduce the risk of flooding and improve
water quality, as well as enhance the environment for people and
wildlife.
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XP's students carefully studied their school grounds, carrying out
environmental experiments to determine how a SUD would work best. They
presented their findings to a panel of experts, including Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust, before helping to plant hedges that form an important part of the new
drainage system.

The project has given the kids a real sense of ownership in their
local water environment, which they can pass on to their family and
friends,” says Dave.

They’ve also learnt first hand how the water cycle works and how it
can be affected by urbanisation and pollution. And they’ve had the
opportunity to explore local wetland at Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s
Potteric Carr Nature Reserve, discovering its importance for
biodiversity and for managing flood risk.

The work at XP Secondary School is part of Inspiring Water Action in the
Torne (iWAIT), an Environment Agency led project restoring almost 50 hectares
of rare wet woodland priority habitats at 7 sites in Doncaster.

Around 450 children and young people across 7 schools, each linked with one
of the woodland sites, are using the project to learn about flood risk, water
quality and management, and ecology.

Three of the schools, including XP, will have SUDs fitted to manage the
quantity and quality of surface water feeding the restored wetlands, as well
as helping to involve young people in environmental activities and learning.

iWAIT is a Torne Catchment Partnership project led by the Environment Agency
and involving Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, Doncaster Metropolitan Borough
Council, Natural England and local communities.

ENDS

Notes for editors

e The iWAIT project is turning 46.5ha of non-priority habitat into
priority habitat — this is 11% of the Environment Agency’s nationwide
target 400ha for habitat creation.

e A priority habitat is one identified as being the most threatened and
requires conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.

e Wet woodland is a biodiversity habitat, important for animals and
plants. It supports a large number of species, many of which are now
rare in the UK.

e For more information on the iWAIT project, see this previous news
release.

e Yorkshire Wildlife Trust is a local charity which works to create a
Yorkshire rich in wildlife for the benefit of everyone. Our goal is
nature’s recovery, on land and at sea. We stand up for Yorkshire's
wildlife wherever it is under threat, and work with others to find
solutions that benefit both wildlife and people. We inspire thousands of
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children, families and others every year, reconnecting them with their
local environment and wildlife. With the support of these people, we are
restoring and recreating a habitats in Yorkshire and raising awareness
of, and fighting for, Yorkshire’s seas.



