Visit to Baylab

I went to see Baylab, a schools initiative run by Bayer at their Green Park
headquarters. The pharmaceutical and agrichemicals business provides up to a
day of practical science for schoolchildren and six form students from local
schools and Colleges. The participants undertake practical exercises to find
out about issues like the role of bees, DNA, enzymes, forensics and cosmetic
chemistry. This is a free lab service with workshops geared to the National
Curriculum offered to groups from schools.

I thanked the team there for showing me round and for helping encourage young
people to study more science and to find it rewarding and interesting.

News story: Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle meet Invictus Games UK Team
hopefuls

His Royal Highness Prince Harry and Ms Meghan Markle met Invictus Games
hopefuls today at the University of Bath Sports Training Village, ahead of
the fourth Invictus Games being held down under in Sydney, Australia this
October.

The Invictus Games, which have previously been held in London, Orlando and
Toronto, set out to harness the power of sport to inspire recovery, support
rehabilitation and generate a wider understanding and respect for our
wounded, injured and sick servicemen and women.

Defence Minister, Tobias Ellwood, also met 2018 hopefuls today to see how
they are using sport as part of their recovery journey.

Across the weekend, 5 — 8 April, hopefuls who have suffered a life-changing
injury or illness will trial in nine different sports including Athletics,
Archery, Wheelchair Basketball, Road Cycling, Powerlifting, Indoor Rowing,
Wheelchair Rugby, Swimming and Sitting Volleyball. Last week (28-29 March),
hopefuls also trialled in a new sport for the 2018 games; Sailing.

More hopefuls than ever before (451) have applied to take part in the 2018
Invictus Games and all hope to be selected as part of the 72-strong UK team
that will head to Sydney. The UK team will be selected based on the benefit
the Invictus Games will give an individual as part of their recovery,
combined with performance and commitment to training.

The UK delegation to the 2018 Invictus Games is once again being delivered by
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a partnership comprising the Ministry of Defence, Help for Heroes and The
Royal British Legion.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

I wish all our serving troops and veterans taking part in this
year’s trials the best of luck. The Invictus Games demonstrate the
positive impact of sport in the recovery process, and provide
inspiration and opportunity to those that have suffered life
changing injuries and illnesses whilst serving their country and
keeping Britain safe.

The MOD is a partner in the Defence Recovery Capability, a programme which
helps wounded, injured and sick Service personnel either return to duty from
injury or provides a mechanism to help them back into civilian life — link. A
key activity of the Defence Recovery Capability is the Battle Back programme,
an MOD initiative that delivers an adaptive sport and adventurous training
programme.

The Invictus Games Sydney 2018 will take place from 20 — 27 October.
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More hopefuls than ever before (451) have applied to take part in the 2018
Invictus Games and all hope to be selected as part of the 72-strong UK team
that will head to Sydney. The UK team will be selected based on the benefit
the Invictus Games will give an individual as part of their recovery,
combined with performance and commitment to training.

The UK delegation to the 2018 Invictus Games is once again being delivered by
a partnership comprising the Ministry of Defence, Help for Heroes and The
Royal British Legion.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

I wish all our serving troops and veterans taking part in this
year's trials the best of luck. The Invictus Games demonstrate the
positive impact of sport in the recovery process, and provide
inspiration and opportunity to those that have suffered life
changing injuries and illnesses whilst serving their country and
keeping Britain safe.

The MOD is a partner in the Defence Recovery Capability, a programme which
helps wounded, injured and sick Service personnel either return to duty from
injury or provides a mechanism to help them back into civilian life — link. A
key activity of the Defence Recovery Capability is the Battle Back programme,
an MOD initiative that delivers an adaptive sport and adventurous training
programme.

The Invictus Games Sydney 2018 will take place from 20 — 27 October.

Press release: Wickham man fined
£3,000 for allowing the dumping of
waste at Firgrove Lane

Joe Keet of Firgrove Lane, Wickham, Hants, has been fined £3,000 for
knowingly permitting the deposit of controlled waste at Firgrove Lane,
following a trial at Portsmouth Magistrates Court.

Jasper Smith and Phillip Jenkins, who brought some of the waste to the site,
also pleaded guilty at Portsmouth Magistrates Court on 18 December 2017,
where Mr Smith was fined £333 and Mr Jenkins £121, and they shared the £300
costs.

Joe Keet was fined £3,000 with a £170 victim surcharge and £1,904.75 costs
after being found guilty by magistrates of knowingly allowing the deposit of
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controlled waste without the correct permit. This included construction and
demolition waste, household clearance and commercial waste, waste wood,
furniture, grab bags, black sacks of domestic waste, underlay and insulation.

Mike 0’Neil, Environment Manager said:

Joe Keet’s actions showed a blatant disregard for the environment.
In cases like this, where the actions of individuals threaten to
undermine legitimate businesses, we have no hesitation in
prosecuting those involved. We, in fact, previously prosecuted Mr
Keet in May 2016.

To ensure that the right waste gets to the right place, we
encourage the public and businesses to check that their waste
carrier is registered on Gov.UK and to ask to see a copy of the
waste transfer note for the waste. If possible take a photo of the
note on your phone.

Ends

Notes to Editor:

Mr Keets was prosecuted under Section 33(1)(a) and (6) of the Environmental
Protection Act 1990 (as amended)

Mr Smith and Mr Jenkins were prosecuted under section 34(1) and 34(6) of the
Environmental Protection Act 1990

All media enquiries: 0800 141 2743

Please ask for the duty press officer

Or email us at southeastpressofficel@environment-agency.gov.uk
Follow us on Twitter at EnvAgencySE

EU supports South Africa to boost job
creation, small business development
and improved governance with €62
million

Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development, Neven Mimica is
visiting South Africa, where he is meeting the Minister of Finance, Mr
Nhlanhla Nene, and the Minister for Small Business Development, Ms Lindiwe
Zulu.


http://www.government-world.com/eu-supports-south-africa-to-boost-job-creation-small-business-development-and-improved-governance-with-e62-million/
http://www.government-world.com/eu-supports-south-africa-to-boost-job-creation-small-business-development-and-improved-governance-with-e62-million/
http://www.government-world.com/eu-supports-south-africa-to-boost-job-creation-small-business-development-and-improved-governance-with-e62-million/
http://www.government-world.com/eu-supports-south-africa-to-boost-job-creation-small-business-development-and-improved-governance-with-e62-million/

On the occasion, Commissioner Mimica said: “Ten years after the establishment
of a strategic partnership with South Africa, the European Union remains very
much engaged with the country as a crucial regional and global player. We are
looking forward to enhancing our relations with President Ramaphosa and his
administration. The fight against unemployment, poverty and inequality are at
the heart of our common agenda and I am happy to launch two programmes, worth
a total €62 million, in line with those priorities, during my visit. We look
forward to continuing our joint work beyond 2020 with new and innovative
approaches.”

The new EU programme ‘Employment Promotion through small, micro and medium
enterprises Support Programme for South Africa’, worth €52 million, will help
to boost job creation in South Africa by supporting the country’s National
Development Plan 2030, which foresees that 90% of new jobs in the country
should come from small and emerging business by 2030. Implemented by the
South African Department for Small Business Development, the new programme
will help reduce the cost of doing business for small enterprises, improve
business, production and marketing skills, increase access to funding by de-
risking enterprise development lending and keeping the interest rate at
reasonable levels.

The new Enhancing Legislature Oversight Programme of €10 million will
strengthen democracy and good governance through effective execution of the
core mandate of the National Parliament and the Provincial Legislatures to
legislate, exercise oversight and ensure public participation.

Commissioner Mimica‘s visit takes place a month after President Ramaphosa’s
new Government was nominated. As well as meeting Ministers Nene and Zulu,
Commissioner Mimica will also meet with EU Member States representatives and
development stakeholders. He will visit an EU-funded project that develops
unemployed mothers’ skills in retailing, as well as the historical site of
Liliesleaf that played an important role in the life of Nelson Mandela whose
centenary is celebrated this year.

Background

The EU is a longstanding partner of South Africa, and has long supported the
anti-apartheid cause. Governmental cooperation then started with the advent
of democracy in 1994 and it rapidly intensified, leading to the establishment
of a Strategic Partnership in 2007.

Currently, bilateral cooperation with South Africa (2014-2020) focuses on 3
focal sectors: employment creation, education, training and innovation, as
well as building a capable and developmental State. The total EU allocation
for this period is €268 million.

For More Information

DEVCO — South Africa

EU Delegation to South Africa
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