News story: Foreign Secretary call
with U.S. counterpart on Syria: 9
April 2018

An Foreign Office spokesperson said:

The Foreign Secretary spoke to Acting US Secretary of State John
Sullivan this afternoon about Saturday’s devastating attack in
Douma, Syria. This follows his conversation with French Foreign
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian this morning.

The Foreign Secretary and Acting Secretary of State agreed that,
based on current media reports and from those on the ground, this
attack bore hallmarks of previous chemical weapons attacks by the
Asad regime. They reiterated their commitment to standing up for
the Chemical Weapons Convention and to ensuring that those
responsible for this horrific attack are held to account. They
underlined the importance of the UK, the US, and France remaining
in close touch.

Further information

e Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @BorisJohnson and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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SIS II 2017 Statistics Published

The data presented in this report is a collection of data received from
Member States connected to SIS II together with data available from the
Central SIS II system. This yearly report provides statistics from 01 January
until 31 December 2017. Previous years’ collections of statistics and revised
versions are available on the eu-LISA website too.

Each year, pursuant to Article 50(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1987/2006 of the
European Parliament and of the Council and, in parallel, provision Article
66(3) of Council Decision 2007/533/JHA , the Management Authority (eu-LISA)
has to publish statistics on:

e the number of records per category of alert,

e the number of hits per category of alert,

e how many times SIS II was accessed, in total and for each Member State.

These statistics and others can be found in the full report.

A factsheet provides a quick overview of the data too.
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CE attends Boao Forum for Asia Annual
Conference in Hainan (with
photos/videos)

The Chief Executive, Mrs Carrie Lam, today (April 9) attended the Boao
Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2018 in Hainan and met with the leaders of
Hebei and Hainan Provinces.

Accompanied by the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs, Mr
Patrick Nip, and the Director of the Chief Executive’s Office, Mr Chan Kwok-
ki, Mrs Lam met with the Governor of Hebei Province, Mr Xu Qin, in the
morning. Mrs Lam said she was pleased to meet Mr Xu for the first time in his
new capacity as the Governor of Hebei Province and thanked him for his
efforts in promoting co-operation between Hong Kong and Shenzhen during his
tenure as the Secretary of the CPC Shenzhen Municipal Committee and the Mayor
of the Shenzhen Municipal Government. Noting that both the Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei Cooperative Development and the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay Area are
national development strategies which will provide new impetus for the future
economic development of the country as well as Asia and the world, she
expressed the hope that she and Mr Xu will continue to work hard together in
their respective positions. Mrs Lam said that there is still considerable
room for increasing Hong Kong's investment in Hebei, with innovation and
technology, advanced manufacturing and agriculture being some of the
potential areas. She added that Hong Kong has rich experience in city
management and rapid growth in arts and culture and that she looks forward to
enhancing exchanges with Hebei in these aspects.

Mrs Lam later attended the CEO Roundtable of the Boao Forum for Asia
Annual Conference 2018 and listened to success stories and experience sharing
on the Belt and Road Initiative by political and business leaders from
various countries. She also discussed a range of topics with the
participants, including how financial institutions can play an important role
in the Belt and Road Initiative while guarding against excessive risks, how
enterprises should cope with inadequate market information in countries along
the Belt and Road, and how to encourage private capital to participate
actively in the Belt and Road Initiative.

In the afternoon, Mrs Lam joined the discussion session on the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay Area and delivered a speech. Mrs Lam said the
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success of the Bay Area would hinge on whether its innovation could provide
new impetus for the quality development of the Bay Area, and whether it could
serve as an important link between China and other parts of Asia as well as
the rest of the world. No matter whether it is in innovation or connectivity,
Hong Kong is able make vital contributions to the Bay Area. She added that
following the forthcoming promulgation of the development plan for the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay Area, the governments of Guangdong, Hong Kong
and Macao will hold forums and jointly organise overseas promotional events
to enhance understanding of the Bay Area among the people in the three places
and overseas enterprises.

After the session, Mrs Lam and the other officials met with the
Secretary of the CPC Hainan Provincial Committee, Mr Liu Cigui, and the
Governor of Hainan Province, Mr Shen Xiaoming. Mrs Lam congratulated Hainan
Province and the Hainan Special Economic Zone on their 30th anniversary of
establishment and the successful hosting of the Boao Forum for Asia Annual
Conference 2018. She said Hong Kong has enjoyed close relations with Hainan
Province and the Hong Kong Hainan Commercial Association has a history of
over 100 years, and added that in the future the two places may enhance co-
operation in various areas including promoting multi-destination itineraries
together. She also encouraged Hainan enterprises to make use of Hong Kong’s
mature financial platform and quality professional services to “go global”,
exploring the international market together.

In the evening, Mrs Lam joined a dinner event featuring a dialogue
between the Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund, Ms
Christine Lagarde, and the Chairman of Alibaba Group, Mr Jack Ma. She then
met with the Hong Kong student volunteers at the annual conference. She will
attend the opening ceremony of the annual conference tomorrow (April 10).
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Vacancy notice — Senior Policy Officer
— Corporate Finance and Reporting
profile (extended deadline:
23/04/2018)
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