News story: Prime Minister of India’s
visit, April 2018

Updated: closer military ties announcement added

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has today begun his second visit to the
UK as an official Guest of Government, as part of the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting.

The UK and India are bound together by numerous personal, professional,
cultural and institutional ties, and also share a global outlook and a
commitment to the rule of law, making us natural partners. The visit will
help strengthen this partnership further, improving the prosperity and
security for the UK and India.

Foreign Secretary welcomes Prime Minister Modi to the UK

Foreign Secretary welcomes Prime Minister Modi

The UK and India are bound together by numerous personal, professional,
cultural and institutional ties, and also share a global outlook and a
commitment to the rule of law, making us natural partners. Today’s visit will
help strengthen this partnership further, improving the prosperity and
security for the UK and India.

Prime Ministers’ meeting

Prime Minister Theresa May met with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

They held wide-ranging and constructive discussions and underlined our
strategic partnership and growing convergence on regional and international
issues.

Read the UK-India joint statement.

Memorandums of Understanding, agreements and
partnership announcements

The UK and Indian governments announced a wide range of new initiatives and
agreements.

View the full list of Memorandums of Understanding and agreements.
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Health

The United Kingdom and India will extend their health partnership and share
research, knowledge and technology in areas of anti-microbial resistance, low
cost health products and high yield crops.

Research

The UK will continue to grow our already strong research partnership with
India with tech-focused investments that focus on issues of global importance

including agriculture, clean energy, global health and the environment.

Tech

A new UK-India Tech Partnership will pair businesses, universities and others
from different regions in the UK with states in India.

Trade

A new India-UK Trade Partnership will seek to improve the accessibility of
trade and remove barriers for businesses in both countries.

UK-India trade links
Closer military ties

The UK and India will continue to strengthen their defence and security
relationship, working more closer together than ever before to tackle

terrorism and threats to cyber security.

UK-India cultural links

The UK and India are joined by a ‘living bridge’ as thousands of British and
Indian people live, work and study together each year.

UK-India cultural links

CFS urges public not to consume a kind
of French cheese suspected to be
contaminated with Listeria
monocytogenes

The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department today (April 18) urged the public not to consume a kind of cheese
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imported from France due to possible contamination with Listeria
monocytogenes, a pathogen. The trade should stop using or selling the product
concerned immediately if they possess it.

Details of the product are as follows:

Product name: Brillat Savarin

Place of origin: France

Producer: Sarl ETS Beillevaire

Lot No.: 180140 and 1801579

Best-before dates: March 9, 2018, and March 11, 2018

“The CFS received a notification from the Rapid Alert System for Food
and Feed (RASFF) of the European Commission that the above-mentioned product
might have been contaminated with Listeria monocytogenes and is being
recalled. According to the information provided by the RASFF, a local
importer, K-Element Limited, had imported some of the affected product into
Hong Kong,” a spokesman for the CFS said.

The CFS immediately contacted the importer concerned for follow-up. The
importer confirmed that it had imported about 4 kilograms of the affected
product and all of them were distributed. It has initiated a recall according
to the CFS’ advice. Enquiries about the recall can be made to the importer’s
hotline at 3106 4722 during office hours.

“Listeria monocytogenes can be easily destroyed by cooking but can
survive and multiply at refrigerator temperature. Most healthy individuals do
not develop symptoms or only have mild symptoms like fever, muscle pain,
headache, nausea, vomiting or diarrhoea when infected. However, severe
complications such as septicaemia, meningitis or even death may occur in
newborns, the elderly and those with a weaker immune system. Although
infected pregnant women may just experience mild symptoms generally, the
infection of Listeria monocytogenes may cause miscarriage, infant death,
preterm birth, or severe infection in the newborns,” the spokesman said.

The spokesman urged consumers not to consume the affected product if
they have bought any. The trade should also stop using or selling the product
concerned immediately if they possess it.

The CFS will alert the trade to the incident, and will continue to
monitor the case and take appropriate follow-up action. Investigation is
ongoing.

Transcript of remarks by Chairman of
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Leaislative C 1 Commissi

deliberations made by the Commission

The following is issued on behalf of the Legislative Council Secretariat:

Following is the remarks by the Chairman of the Legislative Council
Commission (The Commission), Mr Andrew Leung, on deliberations made by the
Commission at a media briefing at the Legislative Council (LegCo) Complex
today (April 18):

First of all, regarding the recovery of Members’ remuneration and
operating expenses from the four persons who have been disqualified from
assuming the office of LegCo, the Commission considered that as public monies
are involved, it is necessary to take into account all relevant factors,
including the Administration’s reply, in handling the matter. The Commission
noted the legal advice that it has legal basis to recover the monies.

Meanwhile, the Commission has also considered the defenses of the four
persons, the chance of success of the recovery action, as well as the legal
costs involved.

According to preliminary estimate, the legal costs may amount to over
HK$10 million. The Commission agreed that public money must be used
prudently.

After deliberations, the Commission has decided that, subject to the
fulfillment of the following conditions, the Commission will take it as the
full and final settlement of the matter:

e Firstly, they must return the advance of the operating funds;

e Secondly, they must return all the capital items, such as mobile phones
and laptop computers; and

e Thirdly, they must return certain prepaid expenses to the Commission.

In other words, the amount to be returned by each of the four persons is
in the region of HK$190,000 to HK$310,000.

The above offer is made on a without prejudice basis.

If any of the conditions mentioned above is not met, the Commission will
consider commencing legal action to recover all the monies paid to them. The
Secretariat will follow up on the details.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)



http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201804/18/P2018041800840.htm
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201804/18/P2018041800840.htm

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister of India: 18 April 2018

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

This morning the Prime Minister welcomed Prime Minister Modi of
India to Downing Street for bilateral talks. The Prime Minister and
Prime Minister Modi discussed the chemical weapons attacks in
Salisbury and Syria, expressing concern and making clear their
opposition to the use of chemical weapons by any party in any
circumstances.

The Prime Minister reiterated the UK’s position on Russia’s recent
destabilising behaviour, underlined by the attack in Salisbury and
the protection provided for the Syrian regime’s repeated use of
chemical weapons against its people.

The leaders discussed their shared priorities in the Indo-Pacific
and committed to working more closely together to ensure it
remained free and open.

They reflected on the progress made on bilateral defence and
security cooperation since the Prime Minister’s visit to India in
2016 and the agreement to a number of Defence Capability
Partnerships in key strategic areas, with closer military-to-
military ties underpinned by a succession of high level visits and
exchanges. They agreed to continue working together closely to
combat terrorism, radicalisation and online extremism.

They also discussed co-operation between the two countries on legal
matters. Mrs May welcomed the return to the UK of the Chennai Six.

The Prime Minister updated Prime Minister Modi on the progress of
the UK’'s withdrawal from the EU, saying the implementation period
agreed in March gives Indian companies and investors the confidence
that market access will continue on current terms until the end of
2020.

She reiterated that the UK will remain committed to global free
trade and investment and that the UK will remain a leading hub for
global finance. Prime Minister Modi said there would be no dilution
in the importance of the UK to India post-Brexit. He said the City
of London was of great importance to India for accessing the global
markets and would remain so.

The two leaders said trade between the UK and India had grown
strongly over the last year and Prime Minister Modi said that
Brexit offers opportunities to further increase trade ties.


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-of-india-18-april-2018/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-pm-meeting-with-prime-minister-of-india-18-april-2018/

The Prime Ministers welcomed the £1 billion of commercial deals
which has been agreed today. They agreed to build on the
recommendations of the UK-India Joint Trade Review to reduce
barriers to trade, to make it easier to do business in both
countries and enable a stronger bilateral trade relationship for
the future.

Looking to the future the Prime Minister and Prime Minister Modi
discussed the new UK-India Tech Partnership agreed today which will
create thousands of jobs and generate significant investment in
both our economies. The Prime Minister said the Partnership will be
at the core of much that we’ll do together over the next decade.

Finally they looked forward to the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting tomorrow and agreed on the importance of working together
to build a more sustainable, prosperous, secure and fairer future
for all Commonwealth citizens.

Speech: Social work and the
Commonwealth

Good evening. Thank you, Ruth Allen and the British Association of Social
Workers (BASW), for inviting me today. I am delighted to be here for two
reasons. First, it is rare that I am able to speak to a group of like-minded
people from across the Commonwealth. And second — and I make no apology for
this — it’s a great chance for me to talk about the great work we are doing
here.

I'd like to speak around three themes — the importance of social work,
working in partnership and sharing our experience of how our vision for
social work reform is working — especially for those on the frontline.

I am delighted to recognise the contribution that social work practice makes
in improving people’s lives, both here in the UK and across the Commonwealth.
Social work is a human rights based profession with the overriding aim of
improving social justice and citizenship for those we are here to serve and
work alongside. It brings a unique approach to working with people and
communities as a whole.

Social workers develop relationships with people, starting with where they
are and what matters to them, recognising their strengths, gifts and
aspirations — and building on these to support the wellbeing of families and
communities, and to ensure the care and support provided is just right.

In the UK, social workers have been involved in responding to emergency and
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disaster situations including the Grenfell fire tragedy and terrorist
attacks, as well as severe snow storms and flooding.

Many social workers in Commonwealth nations are also involved in supporting
and working with communities dealing with the impact of environmental
disasters such as flooding and earthquakes and the impact of movements of
people because of war or conflict. There is much we can learn from each other
in developing and improving our social work practice to best help and support
those we work with across our nations.

The Commonwealth is a remarkable international organisation, spanning every
geographical region, religion and culture. With 53 independent countries, it
is uniquely placed to support and encourage international co-operation
between people all over the world; and after 60 years, it remains a major
force for change in the world today.

In the UK, there have been significant improvements in the quality of social
work education over the last decade, with social work now an established
graduate profession with national professional standards.

I know there are now over 90,000 Commonwealth students here. And we have 17
Commonwealth Scholars currently studying social work — as well as two
Rutherford Fellows who, as you’ll know, are highly skilled researchers
conducting postdoctoral research here.

Our world-class universities attract this range of global talent. We are a
world-leading destination for study and research, with four universities in
the world’s top 10 and 16 in the top 100 — second only to the USA.

But this is not simply about our institutions providing an excellent
education — it is the people who really make the difference in building
relationships between our countries. International students bring greater
diversity to campuses, an international dimension to the experience of all
our students, and add to the UK’'s impressive research capacity.

In offering a warm welcome to international students, we create lasting
positive relations with future leaders, influencers and decision-makers
around the world and improve the prospect of strengthened cultural, business,
political and research links between our countries.

International social workers also play a vital role in the provision of child
and family social work here in the UK. Their contribution is truly important
to helping to connect the profession with the people it works with, and for.
So when I speak about working in partnership, I mean working in a partnership
without borders. We are a global community, we face so many of the same
challenges, we can — and should — share with each other. This evening I am
going to speak about some of our great work. But I don’t want it to stop here
— you have great practice too — and we want to know about it.

Indeed next week, I welcome New Zealand’s Children’s Minister, the Honourable
Tracey Martin, to the country before she visits a range of local authorities,
settings and practitioners to help share best practice across the
Commonwealth. I look forward to hearing about her experience in this sector.



Good social work training helps students to think about themselves as a
member of a profession and make connections between theory and research. In
recent years, we have worked to raise the status of social work education by
raising the bar to entry, and improving the consistency of statutory
placements.

We have set out clear statements about what all child and family social
workers should know and be able to do. These knowledge and skills statements
are also now post-qualifying standards for those on the frontline and a key
plank of our world-leading reform agenda.

I'd like to now use the opportunity to talk to you about some of our most
exciting reforms in this area.

The first of these being our Teaching Partnerships. These are a collaboration
that aim to bring educators and employers closer together to make education
more relevant to practice — and to raise standards of training and drive
quality at multiple points in the system, including recruitment, training,
induction and professional development. We have funded 15 Teaching
Partnerships so far, which include 31 universities, 73 councils and a range
of other public sector, private, voluntary and independent organisations —
demonstrating the depth of interest from the sector.

The partnerships are helping to raise standards of entry into mainstream
social work programmes, and they incorporate the Knowledge and Skills
statements into teaching and practice curricula. The partnerships also ensure
that there is a strong focus on good-quality statutory placements.

We are currently expanding the programme and more partnerships will be
joining shortly.

Another set of reforms that I'm really excited about is our national
assessment and accreditation system — which we are calling NAAS. I'm sure, we
all believe that the quality of practice is the most important thing to
improve the experiences of vulnerable children and families. Clear standards
and a learning culture will help achieve a universally high quality of
practice. This is what underpins the work we are leading on in assessment and
accreditation. And it is truly ground-breaking.

We have recently established a national post-qualifying standard for child
and family expertise — providing a nationally-consistent benchmark.

And starting in July, we will be offering assessment and accreditation
against these standards through the rollout of NAAS.

This is pivotal in Government’s clear vision in developing and supporting a
fully confident and highly capable child and family social work profession
that has been properly trained with the right knowledge and skills. And it is
a vital part of how we are working to raise the skills and the confidence of
child and family social workers.

This is also part of our journey towards enabling every child and family
social worker to see a whole career pathway in front of them. Our post-
qualifying standards will strengthen existing good practice as well as



trigger continuous development and support for social workers.

We are working closely with all parts of the sector — including universities
— to make sure we get the delivery NAAS right before we introduce it
nationally. That is why we are beginning with 21 sites with around 5,000
social workers. As I speak, local authorities which are part of the first
phases are really challenging themselves on how they can prepare social
workers for this.

These authorities are committed to working alongside us to co-create many of
the ways of working, the guidance and the materials needed to make the
national assessment work effectively. We know that this is what social
workers want and we have responded in a very practical way — by building in
much more scope for joint work.

I can’t stress enough how important I think it is that NAAS will be in
driving even higher levels of excellent social work practice. I am confident
that we will lead the world on this.

We have also recently announced that we will establish Social Work England, a
new, specialist regulator for social workers in England. Its primary focus
will be public protection and, as a single-profession regulator, Social Work
England will be able to develop an in-depth understanding of the profession.

Establishing Social Work England is a key part of achieving Government'’s
vision for the social work profession. Social workers need to benefit from
the highest quality initial education, access to continuing professional
development — and frontline practitioners need strong, supportive supervision
and leadership.

Social Work England will promote public confidence and trust in the social
work profession, bringing real benefits to the social workers up and down the
country who work to support vulnerable children, adults and families.

Where we are on Social Work England is testimony to the importance of working
in partnership both with the academic sector as well as with end users and
representatives from across social work. Our hosts today, BASW, have played a
vital role.

I recently announced the appointment of Lord Patel of Bradford, as the Chair
of Social Work England. He is steeped in social work — he is a former social
worker, trainer, tutor, and lecturer in social work — and he is committed to
ensuring that the views of the profession are at the heart of the development
of Social Work England. And soon will be announcing a chief executive of for
Social Work England too.

The final reform I want to touch on is our new What Works Centre.
Understanding what works effectively for those in need of social work support
is at the heart of our work to improve the quality of practice in child and
family social work.

We are working with the sector to devise new and better ways of developing
and using robust evidence. Collaborating with Nesta, the foundation for
innovation, and Cardiff University, we are setting up a new What Works Centre



for Children’s Social Care to develop the evidence base and support
practitioners and practice leaders to make better use of evidence.

The early research priorities for the centre include what works in reducing
the need for children to enter care proceedings and what works in
supervision. The What Works Centre will also be engaging with a small number
of pioneer local authorities over the summer to co-develop and test a range
of tools and services to make evidence more accessible and relevant, to help
people use evidence well, and to help practice leaders create a culture in
which the effective use of evidence is the norm.

Social work is an amazing calling. It is truly a vocation for people who want
to work to protect vulnerable children and adults. Across all of our
countries, I know that we share the same values about how we help those who
are most vulnerable.

I was honoured to be invited to speak to you today. To repeat what I said
earlier, for me working in partnership means working in a partnership without
borders. I am passionate about the great work we are doing here. You have
great practice too — and we would be delighted to hear about your work — we
are always open to new ideas — and challenges too.



