
Press release: Significant fine for
water company following hazardous
chemical leak

On 19 April 2018, at Derby Crown Court, sitting in Nottingham, Severn Trent
Water Limited was fined £350,000, ordered to pay Environment Agency costs of
£68,003, as well as a victim surcharge of £120.

An estimated 30,000 dead fish and 5km of damaged ecology along the River
Amber led to proceedings brought against Severn Trent Water Limited following
a pollution incident.

On 1 November 2015, the Environment Agency received reports of several
hundred dead fish in the River Amber in Derbyshire and, following a search of
the area, and discussions with Severn Trent Water employees, the source of
the pollution was found to be a release of sodium hydroxide from the Ogston
Water Treatment works, operated by Severn Trent Water, into the river.

Severn Trent Water identified that a leak within a chamber at the Treatment
works had led to the contents becoming contaminated with sodium hydroxide,
which was then washed through the road gully into the River Amber via an
outfall pipe.

The pollution had a significant negative impact on the fish and invertebrate
populations within the River Amber. The Environment Agency has been
monitoring the natural recovery of the river ecology over the last two years.
Monitoring has shown that whilst there has been some improvements, something
resembling a full recovery is not expected until the summer of this year.

In passing sentence, His Honour Judge Smith found that:

It beggars belief that a company of the size and expertise of
Severn Trent Water had no policy whatsoever in respect of potential
incidents arising in connection with their dosing chamber, either
at this treatment works or indeed at any others throughout the UK.
To have no policy whatsover when dangerous chemicals could have
leaked out in any number of ways is highly negligent. The size and
success of Severn Trent makes it even more astonishing.

In mitigation Severn Trent expressed regret and apologises for the incident.
The company co-operated fully with the investigation and contributed £228,000
to the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.

Speaking after the case, an Environment Agency officer involved with the
investigation said:
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This is a significant fine imposed on Severn Trent Water Limited
for causing pollution. I hope it sends a strong message that it is
far more cost effective to avoid these incidents, as we will
continue to take companies and individuals to task where they
ignore their responsibilities.

Pollution causes damage to the environment and river ecology, in
this case sodium hydroxide with a concentration of 20% amounts to a
hazardous chemical and the leak affected 5km of the River Amber and
killed approximately 30,000 fish and damaged other wildlife.

We encourage anyone who sees suspected pollution to call our
incident hotline 0800 90 80 70 so we can act to reduce damage,
investigate and in serious cases take enforcement action.

Linguistics at the Library – Episode 7

PhD placements students, Andrew Booth and Rowan Campbell, write: What happens
when you have a collection of recordings of endangered languages but little
further information about what’s actually on them? Guest speaker Dr Alice
Rudge, a cataloguer in the sound archive, talks to Andrew and Rowan about the
fascinating stories…

Barnstorming double by-election win!

The Liberal Democrats won two of the council by-elections that were held last
night (with one still to declare!), gaining two seats from the Conservatives!

The Liberal Democrats, under Vince Cable, are winning seats up and down the
country and against all opposition – because people know when they elect
Liberal Democrats, they’re electing someone who’ll get things done for their
community!
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Friends of Balgay Spring meeting

The next Friends of Balgay meeting will be at 2pm on Saturday 28th April at
the Mills Observatory.

Author and historian Murdo Fraser will give a talk on ‘Montrose and Argyll’ –
his recent book – and all are very welcome to attend.

Press release: Royal Navy Ship HMS
Albion to visit Indonesia 22-25 April
2018

The British Royal Navy ship HMS Albion will be docked at Tanjung Priok port
in Jakarta for a three day visit, aimed to increase defence engagement with
the Indonesian Armed Forces. During the visit, members of the ship crew will
conduct bilateral talks with the Indonesian Navy, UK defence industry and
visit a local orphanage.

British Ambassador Moazzam Malik, said:

We have a growing defence relationship with Indonesia that supports
our joint security interests and promotes prosperity. The
deployment of HMS Albion in Indonesia provides an opportunity to
support our partners in delivering maritime security in the region.
Like Indonesia, the UK has a strong maritime history. We share a
naval trading heritage. We will both remain maritime nations. It is
in both of our interests to enjoy secure, accessible and
sustainable maritime domains.

Captain Tim Neild, HMS Albion’s Commanding Officer, said:

HMS Albion is a very capable warship, manned by a crew of highly
trained and hugely professional sailors and Royal Marines and we
are greatly looking forward to visiting Jakarta to help strengthen
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the bonds between the UK and Indonesia. The presence of the Royal
Navy’s flagship in Asia-Pacific demonstrates that the UK is ready
to work with our friends and allies to promote peace, security and
prosperity throughout this vital region.

Notes to Editors

HMS Albion is a Landing Platform Dock – a type of amphibious operations1.
vessel with a small force of embarked Royal Marines.
HMS Albion will be visiting Jakarta at the same time as the French Navy2.
ship FS LHD Dixmude and Frigate Surcouf
Media are invited to attend the welcome ceremony and tour of HMS Albion3.
at Tanjung Priok port on Sunday, 22 April at 1100hrs (JICT 2, Dermaga
203 Kaluku)
Crew of HMS Albion will also be visiting Nuruz Zahroh orphanage for4.
social activities on Sunday, 22 April at 1330hrs. Logistics for media
will be provided.
For further information please contact Embassy’s press officer Raras5.
Tulandaru at raras.tulandaru@fco.gov.uk

mailto:raras.tulandaru@fco.gov.uk

