
Important archive of the Somerset
family, Barons Raglan accepted for the
nation

The family archive has been accepted for the nation by the Welsh Ministers in
lieu of inheritance tax.  

The archive includes the military and personal correspondence of FitzRoy
Somerset, 1st Baron Raglan (1788 -1855) who died near Sevastopol in the
Crimea. FitzRoy Somerset was one of the most distinguished British military
commanders of the 19th Century. He served for over four decades as the aide-
de-camp and military secretary to the 1st Duke of Wellington.

The archive provides very significant detail as to Somerset’s relationship
with Wellington immediately after Waterloo.  The collection also contains
extensive family correspondence and papers illustrating the influence and
interests of a prominent family during the 19th and 20th centuries.  

Welcoming the news, Ken Skates said:

“I am delighted that this collection will be permanently housed at
Gwent Archives.  It is a superb addition to their collections,
providing a wonderfully rich resource for the study of an
enormously significant period in British military history. It also
provide fascinating insights into the life of the Somerset family
over several generations.”

Tony Hopkins, County Archivist at Gwent Archives said: 

“This is an outstanding collection and we are privileged to be
entrusted with it. The Raglan archive is without doubt a collection
of national and international importance and a huge boost to the
cultural resources of the area. The people of Gwent can take great
pride in it.”

The Acceptance in Lieu (AIL) scheme enables taxpayers to transfer works of
art and important heritage items, such as the Raglan Archive, into public
ownership in full or part payment of their inheritance tax. In Wales, these
items must be approved by the Cabinet Secretary for Economy and
Infrastructure, who is advised by the Acceptance in Lieu UK Panel.

The panel consists of independent experts, who seek specialist advice on the
object offered. The Panel operates on behalf of the Welsh Government in Wales
and often co-ordinates with the Museums, Archives and Libraries Division.
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The AIL Panel Chairman, Edward Harley said:

“The Acceptance in Lieu scheme continues to secure exceptional art
and cultural objects for the nation. I’m delighted that this
fascinating archive, which documents the military careers and
achievements of the first Lord Raglan and the first Duke of
Wellington in connection with the Peninsular War, the Napoleonic
Wars and the Crimean War, will be permanently retained at Gwent
Archives.”

More GP surgeries in Wales are open
for longer

New figures show that more GP practices in Wales are open between 8.00am and
6.30pm in the week and more appointments are being made available to patients
early in the morning and later in the day.    

Wednesday 22 February 2017

In 2016: 

85% of GP practices were open for daily core hours or within an hour of
them, an increase from 60% in 2011
Only 3% of GP practices were closed for half a day on one or more week
days, a decrease compared to 4% in 2015 
84% of practices offered appointments at any time between 17:00 and
18:30 every week day, compared to 79% in 2015
The percentage of practices offering appointments before 8:30 on at
least two weekdays increased from 16% in 2015 to 19% in 2016.  

Health Secretary Vaughan Gething said: 

“We know that access to primary care services is extremely
important to people. In Taking Wales Forward, our programme for
government, we committed to continuing to improve access to GP
surgeries, and these figures demonstrate we are delivering this.
These figures also show that more appointments are available for
people at more convenient times. I am pleased to see that the trend
of improvement has been continued for 2016. 

“I want to say thank you to our GPs and their teams who are working
hard to extend their opening hours in Wales.  They are also working
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with other health professionals to ensure that people receive their
care from the right person. This might mean seeing a pharmacist,
physiotherapist or a nurse. This will allow GPs to focus their time
and expertise on people with complex care needs. We will continue
to work collaboratively with GPs and other professions to improve
access and patient experience.”  

Right to Buy suspended in Flintshire

The move comes ahead of the Welsh Government introducing legislation to
abolish the Right to Buy across the whole of Wales.

The Right to Buy allows eligible social housing tenants across the UK to buy
their council or housing association property at a discount. The proposed
legislation will end these rights, protecting social housing stock from
further reduction.

Over the past 30 years, the Right to Buy has resulted in a significant
reduction in social housing stock. Between 1981 and 2014, 138,709 council
homes were sold – this is a 45% reduction in the social housing available
since the policy was first introduced. 

Research also indicates that many of these homes end up in the private rented
sector and, as a result, cost local people more to rent and, in some cases,
the public purse more in housing benefit.

The First Minister said:

“I have agreed to Flintshire council’s application to suspend the
Right to Buy to help them deal with the pressure their social
housing is facing and to ensure that homes are available to those
who need them. 

“While this will help one area for a short period of time, we also
need to address this issue for the long term. This is why we will
be introducing legislation to abolish the Right to Buy in Wales. 

“The Right to Buy is depleting our social housing stock. This
damaging policy is further increasing the pressure on our social
housing supply and is forcing many vulnerable people to wait longer
for a home.

“Legislating to end the Right to Buy is the only sure way to
prevent this and give social landlords the confidence to invest in
building more of the affordable homes Wales needs.”
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Chinese entrepreneur to open two new
stores in Wales

The news announced today (Wednesday 22 Feb) in China follows a meeting in
Shanghai between Economy Secretary Ken Skates and Bobby Zhou, CEO Anbo
Holdings, a wholesale and retail business specialising in engineered and
solid wood flooring products. 

In the UK the company operates under the retail brand Flooring REPUBLIC which
already has six stores in South Wales employing twenty people. The new stores
will be in Bridgend and the other potentially in North Wales.

Ken Skates, who is leading a trade mission to China  to further strengthen
trade and export links between the two countries, said: 

“Anbo, which was set up in the UK ten years ago by entrepreneur
Bobby Zhou, is a great success story. Since its inception the
business has flourished and seen an average 15% annual increase in
turnover, with a projected £16m turnover this year.

“The Welsh Government has worked closely with Anbo Holdings in both
in China and in Wales and this support has helped the business to
expand and increase its footprint in Wales. I was particularly
pleased  to hear that its stores in Wales are amongst its most
successful in the UK which has been attributed to the strong work
ethic and enthusiasm of its staff.  

“The news, confirmed today, that it is to open a further two stores
in Wales is excellent while discussions are also underway on the
potential of Flooring REPUBLIC opening a new manufacturing and
training facility in Wales.”

Bobby Zhou said: 

“Our Welsh stores are amongst our most successful across the
country and our sales performance in Wales exceeded our forecasts .

“We chose to expand in Wales because of the fantastic
infrastructure, hardworking people and the warm acceptance that we
received.   We are impressed with the business environment, the
ease which you can get things done, and most of all because our
people in Wales have a fantastic work ethic and understand our
passion for great customer service – which is core value of
Flooring Republic brand!
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“The Welsh Government has assisted greatly by helping us find new
suitable properties and has advised on expansion areas. One of our
main development areas is the introduction of an apprenticeship
scheme which we are currently discussing with the Welsh
Government.”

Ebbw Vale Enterprise Zone expands to
include three new sites

The new sites – Tafarnaubach Industrial Estate, Waun y Pound Industrial
Estate and Victoria/Festival Park – are already home to a large employment
cluster with private and publicly owned developable land and ready to occupy
units available.

They now join five other strategic sites within the Zone that include Bryn
Serth,  Rassau Industrial Estate,  The Works, Tredegar Business Park and
Rhyd-y-Blew which has the additional benefit of Enhanced Capital Allowances.

These five sites have 83.5 acres of privately and publicly owned developable
land available as well as ready-to-let industrial units.

Economy Secretary Ken Skates said: 

“Elevating the status of these sites to be included in the
Enterprise Zone will help raise their profile, make them a more
attractive proposition for potential investors while also offering
prime strategic locations for starts ups and businesses looking to
expand.

“Ebbw Vale is already home to a number of world-leading
manufacturing companies, some of which are based on these sites
that have the space and capability to accommodate a wide range of
manufacturing companies whether they are looking for new
development sites or units that are ready for immediate
occupation.”

Key companies already located on these new sites range from PCI Pharma
Services, a Welsh Government Anchor Company to Tenneco Walker.
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