
News story: Avian flu confirmed at a
farm near Thornton, Wyre, Lancashire

H5N8 avian flu has been confirmed at a farm near Thornton, Wyre, Lancashire.

The UK’s Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed H5N8 avian flu in a small
backyard flock of chickens at a farm near Thornton, Wyre, Lancashire.

A 3 km Protection Zone and a 10 km Surveillance Zone have been put in place
around the infected premises to limit the risk of the disease spreading. We
have published full details of the controls in place.

The flock is estimated to contain around 30 birds. A number have died and the
remaining live birds at the premises are being humanely culled. A full
investigation is under way to determine the source of the infection.

Public Health England advises that the risk to public health from the virus
is very low and the Food Standards Agency is clear that bird flu does not
pose a food safety risk for UK consumers.

Read the latest advice and information on avian flu in the UK, including
actions to reduce the risk of the disease spreading, advice for anyone who
keeps poultry or captive birds and details of previous cases. Journalists
with queries should contact Defra press office.

Press release: Foreign Secretary
visits Libya and Tunisia

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson made his first visit to Libya today
(Thursday) to support fresh efforts towards a unified and stable government.

The Foreign Secretary met Libyan Prime Minister Fayyez Al-Serraj and Foreign
Minister Mohamed Siala to discuss the challenges faced by Libya’s Government
of National Accord and how the UK can support Libyan efforts to re-establish
security, stability, and prosperity for the Libyan people

The Foreign Secretary also met Abdurrahman Swehli, President of Libya’s High
State Council. In these meetings, Mr Johnson underlined the importance of
Libya’s legitimate political institutions working together to break the
political deadlock which is prolonging instability and the suffering of the
Libyan people.

Speaking after the visit to Tripoli, the Foreign Secretary said:
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Libya’s political and social groups need to seize the momentum
offered by the welcome meeting between Prime Minister Seraj and
Marshall Heftar earlier this week to set out a path towards Libyan
reconciliation and unity.

Security, stability and prosperity can only be achieved when the
country’s leaders choose to get together and work out a plan for
the common benefit of the Libyan people.

Establishing effective governance is also the key to defeating
terrorism in Libya and countering illegal migration.

The meetings in Tripoli followed talks last night (Wednesday) in Tunis with
Tunisian Foreign Minister Khemaies Jhinaoui on counterterrorism cooperation,
UK assistance in improving the Tunisian security situation, and boosting
trade.

On his visit to Tunisia, Mr Johnson said:

It was a pleasure to visit Tunisia for the first time and to meet
my counterpart for our first bilateral talks. The UK is a long term
partner and friend of Tunisia and will continue to cooperate
closely on security, counterterrorism and trade.

Further information

News story: Leeds Seminar: What about
the women? (5 July 2017)

If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
academy@noms.gsi.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us
if you say what assistive technology you use.
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Research and analysis: ACRE advice:
application for a trial of GM potato
(17/R29/01)

This document is the Advisory Committee on Releases to the Environment
(ACRE’s) advice to government in considering a request from the Sainsbury
Laboratory (17/R29/01) for a trial of genetically modified (GM) potato. The
research is looking at the impact of the genetic modification in field
conditions.

ACRE is satisfied that the trial will not have an adverse effect on human
health or the environment.

The committee concluded that all appropriate measures have been taken to
avoid adverse effects to human health and the environment from the proposed
trial.

Press release: PM statement on His
Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh:
4 May 2017

On behalf of the whole country, I want to offer our deepest gratitude and
good wishes to His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh following today’s
announcement that he will stand down from public duties in the autumn.

From his steadfast support for Her Majesty the Queen to his inspirational
Duke of Edinburgh Awards and his patronage of hundreds of charities and good
causes, his contribution to our United Kingdom, the Commonwealth and the
wider world will be of huge benefit to us all for years to come.
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