Press release: Intimidation of
Parliamentary candidates: Committee
announces short review

The independent Committee on Standards in Public Life will be conducting a
short review of the issue of intimidation experienced by Parliamentary
candidates, and the broader implications of this for other holders of public
office, following a request from the Prime Minister.

Press release: Highways England event
to inspire the next generation of
transport professionals

Around 24 Year 6 pupils, aged 10 and 11, from Bristol primary school St
Werburgh’'s joined traffic officers, engineers and managers for a
comprehensive tour of the ROC on Tuesday, 11 July, as well as taking part in
business skills workshops and hearing about career options with Highways
England.

Highways England technical leader and event organiser Garry Packer, said:

I'm very focused on raising children’s aspirations and confidence
so that they will see their potential, and this open day was an
ideal way of doing that while promoting Highways England as a great
place to work.

The pupils were really enthusiastic, asking thought-provoking and
interesting questions and getting stuck into the workshops, which
included sessions on communication, visioning the future and team
work.

I really believe that by engaging children from a young age, the
next generations will be more interested in a whole range of
transport related careers and that can’t be a bad thing when over
25 per cent of school leavers need to take up science or
engineering to meet the demand in the South West region alone.

Traffic Officer Dom Hudd shows pupils around a Highways England patrol
vehicle
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Highways England has been working with St Werburgh’s Primary School for a
number of years, taking part in annual careers events, which also involved
Year 6 pupils from Cabot Primary School, Glenfrome Primary School and St
Barnabas Church of England Primary.

Helen Faulkner, deputy headteacher at St Werburgh’s, said:

The children really enjoyed the visit and found it very inspiring.
As well as giving them ideas about what they might like to do in
their future careers it has helped them understand the type of
skills employers are looking for.

Traffic Officer Dom Hudd and St Werburgh’'s pupils at Highways England’s
Regional Control Centre at Avonmouth

Highways England has also been working with the charity Envision and Bradley
Stoke Community School on a mentoring scheme designed to build confidence and
business skills. This year a group of young people mentored by Highways
England made it in to the final of Envision’s Community Apprentice
competition.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Review into abuse and
intimidation in elections

The Prime Minister has asked the Committee on Standards in Public Life to
conduct a review into the issue of intimidation experienced by Parliamentary
candidates.

The review was announced by Chris Skidmore, the Minister for the
Constitution, in a Westminster Hall Debate. It follows reports of abuse
experienced by Parliamentary candidates who stood during the 2017 General
Election.

The independent committee will look at the nature of the problem of
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intimidation. They will consider the current protections and measures in
place for candidates, and will report back to the Prime Minister with
recommendations for further tackling the issue.

A number of candidates have come forward about abuse they experienced during
the campaign for the 2017 General Election. The All Party Parliamentary Group
on Antisemitism recently published their Electoral Conduct Report which
included reports from candidates of all parties of racist graffiti, death
threats and abuse on social media.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

I have been horrified by stories from colleagues about the scale
and nature of the intimidation, bullying and harassment they
suffered during the general election campaign.

Robust debate is a vital part of our democracy, but there can be no
place for the shocking threats and abuse we have seen in recent
months.

We must all work together to banish this behaviour, and I would
urge MPs and candidates from all parties to report their
experiences to this review so we get the fullest possible picture —
and can take the action required to stamp it out.

Minister for the Constitution, Chris Skidmore said:

A cornerstone of our democracy is that everyone’s voice matters and
no-one should be intimidated by abuse. We need to ensure that our
democracy is a tolerant and inclusive one, in which all future
candidates for election will not be dissuaded or intimidated from
standing for public office.

The committee will set out how they will take forward the review in due
course.

News story: Vertu Corporation Ltd:
information for employees and
creditors

The luxury smartphone manufacturer Vertu Corporation Ltd (company
registration number 07753443) has been wound up in the High Court. The
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Official Receiver has been appointed as liquidator.

Information for employees

If you were an employee of Vertu Corporation Limited you may be entitled to
unpaid wages or holiday pay and redundancy pay and compensation in lieu of
notice.

A1l claims must be made online. The liquidator will provide you with the
information you need to make your online clainm.

If you are having difficulty making a claim or have any questions about the
claim process you can contact Redundancy Payments Enquiry Line:

If you were self-employed and provided services to Vertu Corporation Limited
you are not entitled to a redundancy payment. You will be a creditor in the
liquidation.

Information for creditors

If you have supplied goods or services to Vertu Corporation Limited for which
you have not been paid you will be a creditor in the liquidation.

We will provide further details about how to make a claim in the liquidation
as a creditor.

Information for suppliers

Any purchase orders issued by the company before the winding up order should
be considered cancelled with immediate effect. Any monies owing in relation
to previous orders will rank as an unsecured claim in the liquidation. Please
do not supply any goods ordered prior to the winding up order without the
authorisation of the liquidator or one of his authorised representatives.

Goods and services supplied during the period of the liquidation will be paid
for out of the assets coming into the hands of the liquidator provided that
the order is in writing and signed by one of the authorised representatives.
The liquidator is currently reviewing purchase orders issued by the company
before his appointment and is in the process of contacting relevant suppliers
about those orders and providing them with details of the authorised
representatives.

Speech: Secretary of State for
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T " he Aviation CLlul

Lunch

Thank you.

It’s an honour to continue the tradition of Transport Secretaries addressing
the Aviation Club Lunch.

Following Patrick Mcloughlin in 2014.

And Philip Hammond in 2011.

There’s a reason why, when a Secretary of State for Transport is invited to
this occasion, the answer tends to be yes.

And it’'s not just because of the haute cuisine.

It’s because if you want to speak to the broadest possible cross-section of
the aviation community this is the occasion to do it.

Airlines and airports, yes.
But also aviation finance houses.

Aerospace manufacturers, air traffic controllers, air travel agents, freight
shippers and aviation consultancies of all kinds.

And that in itself tells a story.

Very few countries could convene such a depth of aviation expertise and
experience.

We remain one of the world’s leading aviation nations.
And that is, in large part, because we are heirs to a great aviation legacy.

A legacy in which this industry has pioneered new technologies and new
business models.

The UK was at the forefront of the expansion of international air services in
the 1920s.

In the wake of the Second World War we shaped the international civil
aviation framework, and developed the first commercial jets.

Later, UK aviation led the way to the liberalisation of the global air travel
market and to low cost travel.

So this industry has made a colossal contribution to this country, and indeed
the world.
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And that is something in which we should take pride.
But we must not take it for granted.

This industry will thrive into the future only if it continues to focus on
its customers, to receive investment, to adapt, and to pioneer new
technologies and new business models.

This afternoon I'd like to set out some of the things we are doing to support
the industry, and your customers, as you do just that.

Heathrow

First, let me talk about Heathrow.

In recent weeks there’s been speculation about why the third runway wasn’t
included in the Queen'’s Speech.

So let me clear that up.

The Queen’s Speech sets out the government’s proposed legislation for the
session ahead.

And there’s a basic reason why the third runway wasn’t included.
Not because it'’s been dropped.
Not because Parliament doesn’t support it.

But simply because getting it built doesn’t require any new primary
legislation.

Our commitment to the third runway is as strong as ever.

Right now, we are reviewing the many responses to the consultation on the
draft Airports National Policy Statement.

Of course it needs to be done right.
We're not interested in expansion at any cost.
But the right scheme at the right price

We want a plan that keeps landing charges as close as possible to current
levels.

And we would expect passengers’ fares to come down, even after taking into
account the cost of construction, thanks to the increased competition a new
runway would allow.

Once the final National Policy Statement has been published, Heathrow will
follow the set legal process for obtaining planning permission.

And there is wide support across Parliament.
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Yes — because of the new domestic links the runway can provide.
But also because of what it means for the future of our country.
Consider that great aviation legacy I was talking about just now.

It would all too be easy to sit and watch our big airports slide down the
international rankings as flights and investment head elsewhere.

Yet what starts as a slow trickle can quickly become a haemorrhage.
We haven’t reached that stage yet.

But to ensure we never do we must progress with our programme to expand
Heathrow — and so provide room for the industry to grow for decades to come.

Aviation strategy

Of course, we also need to make progress in other areas.

It’s been 4 years since the government published its aviation policy
framework.

Perhaps the most important legacy of that framework is that it set the
principles the Davies’ Commission took into account in working up its
recommendations.

But things have moved on.
So we will shortly publish a new aviation strategy.

It’s an opportunity to look at what the government can do for the sector and,
above all, its customers.

It will set the long-term direction for aviation policy to 2050.
It will look at the challenges facing the industry.
And the opportunities.

But its overriding aim will be to put the customer at the centre of aviation
policy.

That'’s because if this industry is getting customer service right, you're
likely to be getting much else right too.

So it will be an aviation strategy that puts the customer first.
But we’re also going to look at:

e safety and security

e growing our global connections
e encouraging competition

e embracing new technology



e building a skilled workforce
e and supporting growth while reducing aviation’s negative effects,
including on our airports’ neighbours and the wider environment

We will shortly publish a green paper setting out our aviation strategy in
draft.

The aim is to stimulate debate.

And we want to hear from airlines, airports, the aerospace sector, freight
customers, passengers and the public about how we can support this industry,
those it serves, and those who are affected by it.

In 2018 we will publish a final white paper setting out our plans.
Of course, that doesn’t mean no decisions will be made until then.

Where something is clearly the right thing to do we will get on with it.

Airspace modernisation

A case in point is our drive to modernise the way we manage our airspace.

Earlier this year we held a consultation on how we can make better use of
this critical piece of national infrastructure.

Like much of the rest of our infrastructure, it is increasingly congested.

Our aircraft are fitted with the latest satellite navigation technology, but
our airspace arrangements are half a century old.

Without action, by 2030 total delays due to inefficient use of airspace
capacity could be 70 times more than in 2015.

We’'d be looking at 1 in 3 UK flights departing over 30 minutes late.
This wouldn’t just be damaging for passengers.

But also for local residents — as noisy waiting planes will continue to be
held needlessly in stacks above urban areas.

So I am glad that our proposals for the modernisation of the way we use our
airspace have received a strong response.

We are currently reviewing those responses, and are on track to publish our
final plans in the autumn.

Brexit

That’s a broad overview of what this government is doing to support the
industry and its customers.

Holding the course on Heathrow.
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Shaping a new customer-focused aviation strategy.
And modernising our airspace.

But I couldn’t finish today without touching on the political issue of the
moment.

Our plans for exiting the European Union, and what they could mean for the
future of this industry.

Now, I know that the aviation industry wants certainty, and quickly.
So does the government.

So does the rest of the EU.

It’1ll be some time yet before we can deliver that certainty.

The formal negotiations have only just begun.

But one of our priorities is to secure the best possible access to European
aviation markets.

We are also working hard to deliver another priority — the quick replacement
of the EU-based third country agreements, with countries such as the US and
Canada.

And although — just as for the rest of the economy — we have to wait until
these various negotiations are concluded, we ought to be confident.

Our aviation market is the biggest in Europe.

It serves millions of EU nationals and every year carries millions of UK
holidaymakers to EU destinations.

It’s in the interests of all countries, and all who travel between them, that
we seek open, liberal arrangements for aviation.

Long-term prospects for aviation

Yet even if we have entered what we might call a pocket of turbulence the
prospects for this industry remain strong.

Earlier this year, PWC published a detailed report, looking at how the global
economic order will change by 2050.

They forecast that:

e over the period to 2050, the UK will be the fastest growing economy of
the G7

e in that time, we should grow faster than the EU average

e and that we should do better than other big economies, such as France
and Germany.



Clearly, that growth is going to create new demand for international travel.
But it is also predicated on more international travel.

As PWC’s report makes clear this future growth requires deeper links with the
world’s other fast-growing economies, many of which are not on our doorstep.

That’'s why in the years ahead the aviation industry will be so important.

And why it will remain central to the government’s plans for our country.

Conclusion

So in conclusion, the government has sought to end the decades of dithering
and delay in aviation policy.

We have addressed the capacity question.

We are changing how we manage our airspace.

There may be challenges ahead, and obstacles to overcome.
But we will join you in meeting those challenges.

Just as we have met the challenges of the past — and come out stronger as a
result.

Thank you.



