
Press release: Funding announced for a
major flood defence scheme to protect
Mytholmroyd

A major £30m flood scheme to protect homes and businesses in Mytholmroyd is a
step closer thanks to a decision made on 25 July by the Calderdale Flood
Partnership Board.

The board approved the allocation of funding for the scheme following
detailed investigation work carried out by the Environment Agency to ensure
the highest possible standard of flood protection for the village. The
Environment Agency will now apply for planning permission and construction is
expected to commence in the autumn.

Following the flooding of December 2015, the Environment Agency has completed
six new schemes, reducing flood risk to 500 homes as part of a £9 million
recovery programme across Calderdale. In Mytholmroyd, significant work to
clear the channel, repair damaged walls and make safe damaged buildings has
already been carried out.

The new million scheme for Mytholmroyd has been developed in partnership with
Calderdale Council, the local community, and partners. As design work is
finalised, the current options for the scheme include:

New, raised flood and improved walls
The relocation of Caldene Bridge
Widening of the river channel at key locations
Strengthening and waterproofing of buildings next to the river.

Plans are for the scheme to be completed in phases and widening the river at
Greenhill Industrial Estate will continue to be explored.

Adrian Gill, flood risk manager for the Environment Agency, said:

This is an important next step in building the right flood scheme
for the village.

We have already completed a £9 million recovery programme across
Calderdale to restore protection to communities following the
flooding of December 2015 and have been working hard to ensure we
provide the highest standard of protection. We will continue to
listen to the local community and keep them informed as the project
progresses.

Cllr Tim Swift, Calderdale Council’s leader, said:
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I am very pleased that the board has agreed to allocate the funding
required to enable this scheme to go ahead, which is really good
news for Mytholmroyd residents and businesses. Of course, this is
just one part of an ongoing programme of works to reduce the risk
of flooding across Calderdale, and I would encourage people to
regularly visit www.eyeoncalderdale.com to keep updated on all of
the works.

A flood information centre is open in the village offering the public advice
on flood resilience and the opportunity to speak to Environment Agency staff
about plans for flood schemes in Calderdale.

News story: Local Authority workshops
announced

The Surveillance Camera Commissioner is delighted to announce that a series
of half day workshops on compliance with the surveillance camera code of
practice will be held this autumn in a number of locations across England and
Wales.

These free workshops are targeted at Local Authorities and we invite CCTV
managers and their managers, compliance officers, data protection officers,
community safety managers and officers to register for one of these events.
As well as any one else who has responsibility for all forms of surveillance
including CCTV, body worn video, automatic number plate recognition and
unmanned aerial vehicles.

We will be looking at the importance of the self assessment tool, third party
certification, single point of contact and developing registers of all
surveillance systems used within local authorities.

This will be a great opportunity to meet the commissioner and ask him any
questions you may have on complying with the code.

A detailed agenda for the events will be available nearer the time.

Cardiff

Wednesday, 27 September 2017, 9:30 to 14:00

Willcox House, Dunleavy Drive, Cardiff, CF11 0BA

Register

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-local-authority-workshops-announced/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-local-authority-workshops-announced/
http://www.homeofficesurveys.homeoffice.gov.uk/s/YQC8E/


London (to be confirmed)

Wednesday, 11 October 2017, 9:30 to 14:00

Richmond and Wandsworth Councils, Frogmore, London, SW18 1JA

Register

Nottingham

Wednesday, 18 October 2017, 9:30 to 14:00

The Woodlands, Norton Street, Radford, Nottingham, NG7 3NA

Register

Liverpool

Wednesday, 8 November 2017, 9:30 to 14:00

Queen Mary Room, The Cunard Building, Water Street, Liverpool, L3 1QX

Register

Leeds

Wednesday, 26 November 2017, 9:30 to 14:00

Civic Hall, Millennium Square, Calverley Street, Leeds, LS1 1UR

Register

News story: Andrea Coscelli named CEO
of Competition and Markets Authority

The Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Greg
Clark, has appointed Andrea Coscelli as the new Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA). Dr Coscelli has held the
position of Acting CEO since July 2016, taking on the role from the previous
incumbent, Alex Chisholm.

The CMA is the UK’s independent competition authority. It has responsibility
for carrying out investigations into mergers, markets and the regulated
industries and enforcing competition and consumer law, with the aim of making
markets work well for consumers, businesses and the economy.

Dr Coscelli has been an Executive Director at the CMA since 2013. Prior to
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joining the CMA, Dr Coscelli was the Director of Economic Analysis at Ofcom,
the regulatory and competition authority of the telecommunications, postal
and broadcasting industries. He was previously a Vice President at Charles
River Associates where he represented many different businesses on
competition and regulation matters in various European countries.

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Greg Clark
said:

I am delighted to announce the appointment of Andrea Coscelli as
CEO of the Competition and Markets Authority. Dr Coscelli is a
recognised expert in competition and regulation, and commands
respect in the business, and regulatory and academic community. I
have no doubt he will make good use of his experience to further
the CMA’s position as a world-respected regulatory and enforcement
body.

I want to congratulate Dr Coscelli on his success in the role of
Acting CEO, and I look forward to working closely with him in the
coming years.

Andrea Coscelli, Chief Executive Officer of the Competition and Markets
Authority, said:

I am honoured to have been chosen to lead the organisation through
the next phase of its development. The CMA has a central role to
play in helping ensure people get a good deal from businesses. The
role of markets is under public scrutiny and we will be actively
engaging in that debate. As a core part of our role we will aim to
connect right across the UK’s nations and regions to fully
understand the challenges different groups of consumers and
businesses face, and how we can help them.

We must also help ensure the continuing waves of exciting
innovation in products and services fully benefit consumers and
growth in the economy. As part of this, we need to ensure we
intervene in markets in a timely and effective way, and only when
necessary.

The coming years bring significant opportunities and challenges, in
particular shaping and resourcing our regime for when the UK exits
the EU. We enter this new phase from a strong base, with a skilled
staff and well established ways of working.

David Currie, Competition and Markets Authority Chairman, said:

I and the CMA Board are delighted at Andrea’s appointment as Chief
Executive. He has been outstanding in his role as Acting CEO over



the past year, as the CMA has greatly increased competition and
consumer enforcement, and was a key member of the senior team
during the organisation’s successful formation. We have every
confidence in his leadership as the CMA steps up to the major
opportunities and challenges that the next few years will bring.

The CMA has responsibility for:

investigating mergers which could restrict competition
conducting market studies and investigations in markets where there may
be competition and consumer problems
investigating where there may be breaches of UK or EU prohibitions
against anti-competitive agreements and abuses of dominant positions
bringing criminal proceedings against individuals who commit the cartel
offence
enforcing consumer protection legislation to tackle practices and market
conditions that make it difficult for consumers to exercise choice
co-operating with sector regulators and encouraging them to use their
competition powers
considering regulatory references and appeals.

Its responsibilities are supported by a range of powers which are based on
the Enterprise and Regulatory Act 2013.

News story: Unique careers at Dstl

At the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) our work covers a
huge range of technical areas from biology and chemistry to engineering
and analysis.

Dstl staff work on some of the most unique and exciting challenges for the
defence community. From our apprentices who learn their craft whilst working
on everything from military vehicles to specialist electronics, to our
scientists who develop and assess medical countermeasures to protect the UK
and its armed forces against the threat of chemical or biological attack.

Using the very latest in science and technology (S&T) to protect the UK, the
variety of work that we undertake is huge. We’ve put together this short
video to showcase some of our work and provide an insight into what our
incredible people do every day.

Dstl careers video

The challenges we face are constantly evolving and Dstl is always looking for
innovative and talented people to join our team.
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Our roles are varied and we are looking for talent from across all science,
technology, engineering and maths backgrounds as well as project managers,
procurement and professional administrators. You could be supporting our work
in these capabilities.

Press release: New taskforce to
support recovery from Grenfell fire
disaster

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid today (26 July 2017) announced details of
the independent Grenfell Recovery Taskforce that will support the Royal
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (RBKC) to develop and implement a long term
recovery plan following the Grenfell Tower fire.

The Taskforce will provide assurance to the Secretary of State that RBKC has
the capacity and capability to deliver an effective long term recovery plan
for its residents taking into account their views. The Taskforce members will
be:

Aftab Chughtai, Chair of the West Midlands Police Independent Advisory
Group
Javed Khan, Chief Executive of Barnardo’s
Jane Scott, Leader of Wiltshire council
Chris Wood, partner at Altair housing consultancy, and former director
of housing for 3 London boroughs

The Taskforce members have a wealth of experience in local government,
housing and the voluntary sector as well as a track record of effectively
engaging local communities in key projects. They will support RBKC in helping
them rise to the challenge of delivering their recovery plans, working and
re-establishing trust with the local community.

Initially the Taskforce has been asked to:

look at whether RBKC has the proper arrangements in place to engage with
the local community on their long-term recovery plans
ensure that all the immediate housing needs resulting from the fires are
fully and promptly addressed by RBKC
support the council to significantly improve housing management
including addressing weaknesses in the tenant management organisation
make sure the council develops, in partnership with the local community,
a plan for the Grenfell Tower site; and ensure that the right leadership
and governance arrangements are in place across the council

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:
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I am determined that everything possible is done to support the
local community following the disaster. This includes ensuring an
effective recovery plan is developed that takes into account the
views of the local community. The new Taskforce has extensive
experience in this area and will provide the council with the
expertise needed to deliver this important work.

Over the next few months there needs to be a managed transition from the
Grenfell Response Team, also known as Gold Command, who are dealing with the
immediate response, to a council we are confident can deliver the longer term
recovery for the community.

The government also believes the remit and composition of the Taskforce might
need to develop in response to their assurance reports, and the Secretary of
State will take advice from the Taskforce on this.

The Taskforce will be based alongside RBKC in the offices in Kensington and
supported by a secretariat in DCLG. Over the next few weeks the Taskforce
will meet and agree their priorities. The Secretary of State has asked for an
initial report by end of October 2017.

The Taskforce will, over the summer scrutinise RBKC plans to make sure that
they are robust and that they have the right resources in place to deal with
the challenge of recovery.

The Taskforce will be in place for as long as the Secretary of State
considers necessary.

Aftab Chughtai

Aftab Chughtai is chair of the West Midlands Police Independent Advisory
Group. Aftab also runs a department store in East Birmingham. He received an
MBE honours in this year’s New Year honours list, awarded in recognition of
his services to business and community relations in Birmingham.

Javed Khan

Javed Khan is Chief Executive of Barnardo’s which runs 1000 services in local
communities and is the fifth largest charity in the UK. As a British
Pakistani, he is the first non-white CEO in Barnardo’s 150 year history.

Previously he was CEO at Victim Support and before that Executive Director to
the London Serious Youth Violence Board in the Government Office for London.
In 2007 he was London Borough of Harrow’s Director of Community and Cultural
Services and Director of Education before that. Previously Javed was
Assistant Director of Education in Birmingham. He started his career as a
Teacher in the West Midlands, is a member of the Advisory Board for the
Children’s Commissioner for England and a lay member on a London Clinical
Commissioning Group.



Jane Scott OBE

Jane Scott has been Conservative Leader of Wiltshire council since its
formation as a unitary council in 2009. As the seventh largest unitary
council in the country, Jane has led a major programme of transformation that
has focused on building strong communities, protecting those who are most
vulnerable and growing the local economy. The council is recognised
nationally for its approach to working with communities across Wiltshire;
empowering local decision making and service delivery.

Jane is chair of the Wiltshire Health and Wellbeing Board, the Military and
Community Integration Programme, the Wiltshire Public Services Board and is a
member of the Swindon and Wiltshire Local Economic Partnership. Jane was
appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE) in the 2010 New
Year Honours for services to local government. In August 2015, it was
announced that Jane was to be created a life peer, giving her a seat in the
House of Lords.

Chris Wood

Chris Wood is a partner at Altair housing consultancy. Chris has worked with
numerous local authorities and a broad range of public and private sector
housing organisations on strategic regeneration planning, asset management
and capital programme delivery. Chris has been Director of Housing in 3
London boroughs and CEO of the London Borough of Newham, leading the
borough’s contribution to the 2012 Olympic Games and the development of
Stratford City. He was the architect of London’s largest estate-based
regeneration scheme at Canning Town.

Government support for survivors

The government is committed to doing everything possible to support survivors
and the local community following the disaster. This includes providing an
emergency £5 million Discretionary Fund for households that lost their homes
and working with the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea to find
permanent homes for all these families.

See full details of the government and wider support available.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/grenfell-tower-fire-june-2017-support-for-people-affected

