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Press release: PM heads to Canada to
secure ambitious future trade and
investment relationship

The two leaders are expected to agree that the EU-Canada Comprehensive
Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) has significant potential to boost
transatlantic prosperity – and should be swiftly transitioned to form a new
bilateral arrangement between the UK and Canada after Brexit.

They are expected to agree the establishment of a new joint working group to
prepare the ground for transitioning the deal.

This will be the 13th working group we have established across 18 countries
since the EU referendum to begin work on ambitious post-Brexit trade deals.

The Prime Minister will also welcome the appointment of her new trade envoy
to Canada, Andrew Percy.

Mr Percy will drive forward work to build the strongest possible bilateral
trade and investment relationship.

The UK is already the second biggest destination for Canadian investment
abroad, after only the US.

Our bilateral trade relationship is worth £15.2 billion annually to both our
economies, with £1.75 billion Canadian money having been invested in the UK
since March.

The UK has been a leading champion of CETA as an EU member. The ambitious
deal eliminates nearly all (98%) Canadian import duties – a significant boon
for those looking to export to the country.

And transitioning the benefits of CETA will now create massive opportunities
for trade between Britain and Canada once we have left the EU.

The UK has over 10,000 companies exporting goods to Canada, supporting around
240,000 jobs in the UK. The elimination of Canadian import duties is expected
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to particularly benefit the British food and drink sector, with the wines and
spirits industry benefitting from the immediate removal of tariffs for wines
and spirit products entering Canada. Non-tariff barriers for alcohol products
will also be reduced, improving conditions and opportunities for UK
exporters.

In Canada, the Prime Minister will also host a business roundtable event with
major Canadian investors into the UK.

The Prime Minister and Mr Trudeau are expected to agree that Canada is a
natural partner for the UK in building a rules-based international system and
strengthening and improving the WTO to ensure a global economy that works for
everyone.

A number of commercial deals are expected to be announced during the visit.

These include the expansion of Vancouver-based social media company Hootsuite
in London, the expansion of Tesco’s product range to 100 West Coast
supermarkets by the end of this year, and the Turner and Townsend £34 million
contract to oversee refurbishment of part of the Canadian Parliament – which
the Prime Minister is due to visit on Monday.

This is a significant show of confidence in the UK economy and our prospects
for post-Brexit trade and investment.

Speaking ahead of the visit, the Prime Minister said:

Canada and the United Kingdom have a long shared history.

British and Canadian soldiers, sailors and airmen and women have
fought and died alongside each other in the pursuit of freedom,
including at the Battle of Britain, where 23 brave Canadian
servicemen lost their lives.

We have developed the institutions of Westminster democracy,
personal rights, and the common law. And we celebrate together our
shared monarchy, and close ties of family and friendship.

My visit to Canada today is not only about recognising our past but
also looking ahead to our bright future. We are both countries with
ambitions to lead on the world stage and progressive values that
underpin those ambitions – values including the importance of free
trade, and respect for international law.

When we come together and work as one to project our shared values
on the world stage, we form a powerful union.

Further information:

Business roundtable event attendees:



Neil Bruce, CEO, SNC Lavalin
Dave McKay, CEO, Royal Bank of Canada
Mark Machin, CEO, Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPPIB)
Ryan Holmes, CEO, Hootsuite
Janet De Silva, CEO, Toronto Board of Trade
Michael Sabia, CEO, Caisse de depot et placement du Quebec
Alain Bellemare, CEO, Bombardier
Janet Ecker, CEO, Toronto Financial Services Alliance
John Manley, CEO, Business Council of Canada
Anne Healey, CEO BAE Systems Canada
Pavi Binning, Weston Group

Detailed guide: Countryside
Stewardship: woodland creation grant
manual 2018

The woodland creation grant is a standalone capital grant under Countryside
Stewardship. Farmers and other land managers can apply for a 2 year capital
works programme to plant and protect young trees. If you’re eligible, a
supporting maintenance grant of £200 per hectare for 10 years may also be
available.

Apply for woodland creation funding for 2018 from 2 January to 16 February
2018.
Read the 2018 manual on this page for guidance on making an application.

This manual provides information about the woodland creation 2018 grant
scheme and agreement conditions.

See the main Countryside Stewardship page for more information about this
scheme.

Woodland creation 2017 agreement holders should refer to the woodland
creation grant manual 2017 for their agreement conditions.

Press release: Welsh Secretary marks
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20 years of devolution in Wales

Devolution in Wales has come a long way over the 20 years since the
referendum. The Senedd is now an established part of our constitutional
landscape – taking critical decisions on matters that affect everyday lives.

I am pleased with the contribution that the UK Government has made to the
devolution journey in recent years. It has been a true re-writing of the
devolution settlement – the most far reaching and significant package of
powers ever devolved to Wales.

We have facilitated the 2011 referendum which saw the Assembly take on full
law-making powers; established the Silk Commission to consider further
devolution of powers; steered the Wales Act through Parliament and introduced
a fiscal framework that guarantees fair funding for Wales for the long term.

We have also helped to put real power into the hands of the Welsh people at a
local level through the Swansea and Cardiff City Region deals – we have the
same ambition for a growth deal for North Wales – and have committed to
scrapping tolls on the Severn Crossings.

We are now in another period of change for Welsh devolution – the devolution
of powers that are repatriated when we leave the EU. We have been clear from
the outset that the outcome of the process will be an increase in the
decision-making powers of the Assembly and the Welsh Government.

It is important to recognise that the UK Government will not devolve and
forget. We now challenge the Welsh Government to generate growth, champion
innovation, increase productivity and deliver better public services. That is
what people in Wales want and that is what they deserve.

Press release: Low Pay Commission
report on non-compliance with the
minimum wage

The Low Pay Commission has always had a strong interest in compliance with
the minimum wage rates it recommends. There is, after all, little point in
having a minimum wage if workers do not receive the correct rate.

With more workers than ever paid the minimum wage or close to it, more people
are at risk of being underpaid. Our analysis finds that up to 1 in 5 people
who should be paid at least the minimum wage may in fact receive less. This
equates to between 305,000 and 580,000 workers at its highest point, though
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it is a difficult thing to measure.

The LPC welcomes the recent increases in funding for HMRC’s enforcement of
the minimum wage, and recognises the progress it has made. However, we also
think there is more the Government could do to identify non-compliance and
stop it happening in the first place. In our report we lay out
recommendations for ways the Government could go further.


