News story: UK takes world stage in
fight against marine plastic

Environment Minister Thérese Coffey has set out how the UK is taking action
to tackle marine litter and protect oceans from the effects of climate change
at today’s ‘Our Ocean’ conference in Malta.

Speaking in front of heads of state, ministers and NGOs from around the
world, the Environment Minister pledged her support to help small island
developing states with marine science, research and conservation projects —
alongside setting out how the government is continuing the fight at home
against the eight million tonnes of plastic that make their way into oceans
each year.

The UK’s ban on microbeads has been lauded as one of the toughest in the
world and nine billion fewer plastic bags have been distributed since the
government introduced a 5p charge. This week the government also issued a
call for evidence on the benefits of reward and return schemes for plastic
bottles in a bid to clean up our oceans.

Speaking from Malta, Environment Minister Thérese Coffey said:

Around the world our oceans are suffering from the blight of
plastic pollution and the impacts of climate change.

The UK continues to be a global leader in protecting oceans and
marine life — our 5p plastic bag charge has taken nine billion bags
out of circulation, our microbeads ban is one of the toughest in
the world, and we are now exploring what more we can do to reduce
the impact of plastic bottles.

But there is always more we can do — which is why I am meeting with
my counterparts in Malta today to pledge my continued support for
marine conservation and discuss how we can work together to protect
our precious oceans and marine life for future generations.

The Our Ocean Conference, held in Malta from 5-6 October, brings together
heads of state, governments, industry and NGOs to discuss marine conservation
and agree actions to protect seas and oceans around the world.

Alongside further funding under the Commonwealth Marine Economies Programme —
which began in 2015 to help small island states make the most of their
maritime asserts and encourage sustainable economic growth — the Environment
Minister also announced support for global initiatives to tackle plastic
pollution.

These include joining the Global Partnership on Marine Litter — one of the
UN's Sustainable Development Goals — as well as signing up to the Global
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Ghost Gear Initiative, an alliance of the fishing industry, NGOs and
government agencies working to solve the problem of lost and abandoned
‘ghost’ fishing gear that can trap sea life.

£5.2 million has also been granted to marine projects through the two most
recent rounds of the Darwin Initiative and Darwin Plus grant schemes —
helping to protect coral reefs, set up Marine Protected Areas, encourage
sustainable fisheries and increase the resilience of coastal communities to
climate change.

While in Malta, Minister Coffey also reiterated the government’s commitment
to creating a network of marine protected areas around the United Kingdom,
alongside reaffirming £4.8 million to drive forward the creation of a ‘blue
belt’ across the UK’s Overseas Territories.
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Guidance: Storing waste sandbags at
collection sites after a flood: RPS
168

If you comply with the conditions of this regulatory position statement (RPS)
you can store waste sandbags at designated temporary collection sites without
an environmental permit.
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Press release: ‘Right Waste, Right
Place’ spot-checks on Thames Valley
waste firms

A number of businesses across Berkshire and Buckinghamshire are on notice to
comply with the law on waste disposal, after a series of unannounced checks
by the Environment Agency on Tuesday 3 October.

Officers visited more than 100 sites and firms across the Thames Valley, and
will be following-up on 10 illegal waste sites found during the day. The
owners may face prosecution. Other premises were given advice and guidance to
help them meet their legal requirements.

Firms are required by law to manage waste without a threat to the
environment, such as not releasing anything other than waste water into the
drainage network. The surprise inspections covered the removal of hazardous
items, like chemicals and car batteries. Thames Water assisted the
Environment Agency on pollution checks. Companies were also checked for
having the correct environmental permit for their business.

Environment Agency staff were also on hand at DIY store Wickes in Slough, to
offer free waste-handling advice to hauliers and homeowners, in order to
reduce fly-tipping.

Mark Tucker, Installations Team Leader for the Environment Agency in the
Thames Valley, said:

The Environment Agency works with business to make sure waste ends
up in the right place, and may take more formal action where we
believe a serious crime has been committed through illegal waste
disposal.

Anyone who produces, carries, keeps, treats or disposes of waste
has a duty of care to make sure it is managed correctly. The public
can do their bit by only using a licenced waste carrier, or
reporting any concerns on waste management to the Environment
Agency on 0800 807060.

The 117 sites we inspected this week were under no illusion of
their legal obligations on waste management. Mishandling waste,
poorly-operated permitted sites and illegal waste activities can
pose a threat to human health and the environment by contaminating
land, polluting rivers and producing emissions from burning waste.

As well as breaking the law, illegal operations undermine the work
done by legitimate firms.
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Waste crime is a very serious issue for both local communities and the
environment. The Environment Agency uses reports from industry and the public
to build intelligence, and target those involved in organised environmental
crime, and where their activities pose the greatest risk to the environment.

Handling of illegal waste can be reported anonymously to Crimestoppers, on
0800 555111. There are lots of signs that could suggest suspicious activity.
These include:

e Qut-of-hours activity at night, over weekends and during bank holidays

e Smoke caused by constant burning

e An increase in the number of lorries entering a site

e Waste going into a site but not coming out with increasing quantities of
waste stockpiled on site

e Water pollution

The Environment Agency and local councils also investigate reports of fly-
tipping.

All media enquiries: 0800 141 2743.

Or email us at southeastpressofficel@environment-agency.gov.uk.
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