Policy paper: Badger Edge Vaccination
Scheme 2 (BEVS 2)

Updated: Updated to make it clear that this content is still valid, although
we’'ll be updating some details (like dates) in due course. This is because
expressions for interest have been requested today (13 September 2018).

This material is still valid, some details (mainly dates) will be revised in
due course.

The Badger Edge Vaccination Scheme (BEVS 2) provides funding towards the cost
of vaccinating badgers in the Edge Area of England.

These documents set out the details of BEVS 2, and the policy background:

e the ‘scheme outline’, setting out the criteria that applicants need to
meet to secure grant funding

e the ‘how to run a scheme to vaccinate badgers’ document outlining
practical aspects of a badger vaccination project

You should also read the ‘Licence and training guidance’ setting out license
and training requirements for vaccinators.

Speech: Building Inclusivity in
Publishing

Good morning, and thank you for inviting me to speak at this important and
timely conference.

The UK publishing industry is unequivocally world-beating. Of the 9 books to
have ever sold more than 100 million copies, 6 are by British authors. To top
it off, the Nobel Prize for Literature this year was won by British author
Kazuo Ishiguro.

We are here to celebrate that success. And we are here to confront one of the
biggest challenges facing publishing: diversity.

From Harry Potter to Never Let Me Go, publishing is our shop window as a
nation. That’s why, more than any other industry, it’'s essential that
publishing reflects the rich diversity of the British people.

But diversity isn’t just a social responsibility, it’'s an economic one:
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drawing on the largest possible talent pool makes business sense.

New ideas come when ideas collide. Ideas collide when people of different
perspectives collide. Let us set ourselves the goal so eloquently put by
Idris Elba: of diversity of thought.

There’s still much progress to be made. the most recent DCMS statistics show
that only 11% of those working in the Creative Industries are BAME; though
this is up 15% on 2015, an improvement more than 2 and half times that of the
wider UK workforce.

Meanwhile, recent events in the entertainment industry serve as a reminder of
the importance of building a Creative Industries workplace where all are
treated equally and with respect, and opportunities are genuinely equal.

Significant strides towards diversity and inclusivity in publishing have been
made in recent years: HarperCollins’'s BAME Scheme, Penguin Pride, Little
Brown’s new “inclusive” imprint Dialogue Books, to name just a few. These
bold initiatives mark progress on diversity in the publishing industry, and I
look forward to seeing their outcomes.

But it will take more than individual initiatives to make profound and
lasting change to the publishing industry.

I'm delighted PA are bringing industry together around this new Action Plan.
The plan addresses a number of potential stumbling blocks to diversity, from
unconscious bias to a lack entry level opportunities and strong

ambassadorship. Progress on diversity requires us all to do our part: I hope
that the PA’s members will do theirs and commit to fully embracing this plan.

Government is doing its part, too, whether that’s role modelling diversity
within the Civil Service through our new Diversity and Inclusion Strategy, or
by supporting the Creative Industries sector to diversify through the
excellent work of the Creative Industries Council.

Diversity is a particular priority for me: next year I plan to host the
inaugural DCMS Diversity and Social Mobility Forum, scheduled for earlier
this year but postponed due to the Westminster terror attack. At the Forum,
heads of industry from sport to tech, media to museums will come together to
share best practice on diversity. I hope some of you will join me there.

British people are defined and united by our rich publishing history, of
which you are the latest chapter. Yet only by understanding our differences
can we truly celebrate what we have in common: our desire to make the UK
publishing industry the best in the world.

Let us take away this thought: we must be confident in that which binds us
together, to give confidence to celebrate that which is unique in each
person’s heart. Let us set that as our goal. And let us go forward, together.




Press release: New Bill to implement
Withdrawal Agreement

The Government has taken further steps to provide clarity and certainty as we
leave the European Union by announcing a new Bill to enshrine the Withdrawal
Agreement between the UK and the EU in domestic law.

In this afternoon’s statement to the House on the latest round of Brexit
negotiations, the Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, David Davis outlined
plans for the Withdrawal Agreement and Implementation Bill.

This confirms that the major policies set out in the Withdrawal Agreement
will be directly implemented into domestic law by primary legislation — not
by secondary legislation under the EU (Withdrawal) Bill. This will allow for
Parliamentary scrutiny and oversight of the process.

The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, David Davis said:

We have always said we will do whatever is necessary to prepare for
our exit, including bringing forward further legislation, and that
is exactly what we are doing.

This is another important step that demonstrates our pragmatic
approach to getting our house in order as we leave the EU.

By announcing this Bill, we are providing clarity and certainty —
both in the negotiations and at home — about the final agreement
being put into UK law.

As we move forward, we stand ready to work with MPs from across the
House to ensure a smooth, and orderly exit from the EU that is
effectively scrutinised by Parliament.

The exact details of the Withdrawal Agreement are the subject of ongoing and
future negotiations and cannot be known until those negotiations are near
completion.

Therefore a Bill separate to the EU (Withdrawal) Bill is required to
legislate for our withdrawal arrangements and planned Implementation Period.

The Bill is expected to cover the contents of the Withdrawal Agreement,
including issues such as an agreement on citizens’ rights, any financial
settlement and the details of an implementation period agreed between both
sides.

Bringing forward this Bill means that Parliament will be given time to
debate, scrutinise and vote on the final agreement we strike with the EU. It
comes over and above the undertaking the Government has already made that it
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will give Parliament a vote on the final deal as soon as possible after the
deal is agreed.

The announcement of the Withdrawal Agreement and Implementation Bill comes
ahead of the EU (Withdrawal) Bill entering Committee Stage in the House of
Commons tomorrow (Tuesday 14 November) when amendments will be debated by
MPs.

Day one of Committee Stage will include debate about the first clause of the
Bill which repeals the European Communities Act 1972.

Last week, the Government tabled an amendment to the Bill, putting exit day
on the face of the Bill after Ministers listened carefully to the debate
around setting ‘exit day’ for the statutory purposes of the Bill.

There will be two days of debate for the Withdrawal Bill'’s Commons Committee
Stage this week (Tuesday and Wednesday). Further dates for debate will be
scheduled in due course and announced by the Leader of the House.

Press release: Public offered fuller
say on plans to upgrade A358 in
Somerset

The plan is to create a complete section of high quality dual carriageway,
reducing congestion and leading to quicker journeys for motorists, and an
initial consultation was held earlier this year.

Highways England acted on feedback from that consultation by planning a
supplementary consultation, focusing on options for improving the road
between the M5 and West Hatch.

Instead, the decision has been taken to consult on the whole route in early
2018 in order to gather better information.

David Stock, Highways England project manager, said:

“Having planned to hold a supplementary consultation, we’ve now decided to
widen the scope into a whole route consultation and in doing so we need more
time to work on this and finalise all the consultation materials. We also
wanted to avoid consulting during December and the distracting run-up to
Christmas.

“This will provide the public with a chance to have a fuller say, and there
will be a number of options presented for consideration, the details of which
will be announced when the consultation is launched.
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“We listened to all the feedback during the initial consultation and we
invite everybody to come along to the rescheduled events and have their say.”

The Government is committed to upgrading all remaining sections of the A303
corridor between the M3 and M5 to dual carriageway standard, and the A358
scheme is one of three projects included in its first roads investment
strategy — with preferred routes announced earlier this year for both the
A303 Stonehenge and A303 Sparkford to Ilchester schemes.

The A358 is currently a mix of single and dual carriageway, carrying more
vehicles than it was designed for.

This leads to delays, and the plan is to improve the route to a dual
carriageway as well as improve connectivity and access for local communities
and vulnerable road users such as cyclists, horse riders and pedestrians.
Consultation dates and details are currently being finalised and will be
announced next month.

In the meantime, anyone wanting further information can go to the scheme
website.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Take Indyref threat off
table & work with us on Brexit

Scottish Secretary David Mundell today reiterated his opposition to a second
independence referendum.

He also urged the Scottish Government to concentrate on working with the UK
Government on securing a good Brexit deal.

Mr Mundell will be responding on behalf of the UK Government later today [13
November] to a Westminster Hall debate in the UK Parliament which will debate
two petitions on a second independence referendum. More than 220,000 people
have signed a petition against a second independence referendum, and fewer
than 40,000 have signed one in favour.
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Speaking ahead of the Parliamentary debate today, Mr Mundell said:

Scotland had a fair, legal and decisive referendum on Scottish
Independence in 2014 and the people of Scotland rejected
independence. The Scottish Government must move on. They must
respect the referendum result, and take the threat of a second
independence referendum off the table once and for all.

This is not the time to take Scotland back to the constitutional
arguments of the past, it is time to concentrate on improving the
lives of people in Scotland. I urge the Scottish Government to get
on with the day job of tackling the real problems in Scotland’s
economy, health services and education.

People in Scotland rightly expect their two governments to work
together. I hope the Scottish Government will work constructively
with us on Brexit; on getting a deal which works for Scotland and
the whole of the UK, and finding the best way of bringing back
powers from the EU.

ENDS

Notes for Editors:

1. For further information contact the Scotland Office press office on 0131
244 9028.

2. The e-petitions being debated today are as follows: * Petition number
180642: “Another Scottish independence referendum should not be allowed
to happen”: 221,514 signatures. * Petition number 168781: “Agree to a
second referendum on Scottish Independence”: 38,515 signatures.



