
News story: Education Secretary
celebrates students in the North-East

An inspirational pupil from the North-East has been awarded a prize for his
success at school and contribution to the wider community by the Education
Secretary Damian Hinds today (Monday 26 February).

An outstanding pupil who volunteers at a disability centre and helps pupils
who speak English as an additional language has been awarded the Lord
Glenamara Memorial Prize by Education Secretary Damian Hinds today (26
February).

Mohammed Dagher, student from Heaton Manor School in Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
received the Lord Glenamara Memorial Prize at a special event in London. He
was recognised for his outstanding academic achievements and impressive
voluntary work including providing one-to-one support and guidance to younger
students who speak English as an additional language, producing an anti-
bullying video and volunteering at a disability centre.

The annual prize – which is now in its sixth year – recognises sixth form
students from the North-East who have excelled in their studies while making
contributions to their school or wider community.

Academic standards are rising in England, with over 48,000 more pupils in the
North-East in schools rated good or outstanding than in 2010 and 87 per cent
of North-East schools given this rating at their last inspection.

Education Secretary Damian Hinds said:

Congratulations to Mohammed and all this year’s nominees. It is
fantastic to see so many bright young people celebrated not only
for their academic achievements but also for the work they are
doing with their local community.

The Lord Glenamara Memorial Prize was created in memory of former
MP for Newcastle Central, Ted Short. The winner and nine runners-up
had the opportunity to tour the London School of Economics (LSE)
campus, and met with the Education Secretary and Permanent
Secretary of the Department for Education, Jonathan Slater.

2018 award winner Mohammed Dagher said:

To be even nominated for this highly regarded award was a blessing,
but to come out as a winner is something I will be forever grateful
for.

I’d like to thank my sixth form tutor and the sixth form team for
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having the faith in me by nominating me, and also my teachers,
family and friends for keeping me motivated in order to aspire to
achieve high results.

I hope to inspire younger students to contribute to their society,
whilst also maintaining excellent grades. This in itself will be a
great achievement for me.

Following the award, Mohammed will be undertaking a two day work experience
programme at the Department for Education’s offices in London.

The government has made clear its commitment to support schools and pupils in
the north through the Northern Powerhouse Schools Strategy, a £70 million
fund to improve education.

Notes to editors:

The runners-up in alphabetical order:

Mohammed Baroudi, John Spence Community High School1.
Emily Brown, Conyers School2.
Kate Cowan, Carmel College3.
Niamh Hughes, St Thomas More Roman Catholic Academy4.
Devika Jayan, St Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy5.
Sarah Knight, St Anthony’s Girls’ Catholic Academy6.
Emily McKerill, St Wilfrid’s R.C. College7.
Emmet O’Leary, St Robert of Newminster Catholic School and Sixth Form8.
College
Ellie Rylance, Grindon Hall Christian School9.

About the Lord Glenamara Prize

The prize is open to school pupils in years 11 and 12 across the North East
of England who have shown:

strong academic performance across a range of subjects; and
a civic contribution, particularly volunteering personal time for
activities such as:
mentoring younger pupils
helping with extracurricular events
working with a youth group or a charity outside school hours
an interest in government, education, history or public service.

Speech: Matt Hancock’s speech at the
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European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development Western Balkans Summit

Your speech will follow the President of the EBRD and the Prime Minister of
Bulgaria.

Good morning,

I’m delighted to be here with you today, in the heart of the City of London.
What better place to talk about the wide ranging benefits of economic
development and investment?

The EBRD was founded at the end of the Cold War, a war which for so many
decades divided our people and put barriers in the way of economic growth.

The EBRD’s mission – to use private investment to support the journey from
conflict to peace and prosperity – is as relevant now as it was almost three
decades ago.

You have done vital work in the Western Balkans to develop the private
sector, enhance energy security and sustainability, and support connectivity
and regional integration. We fully support your work and want to see it
continue.

The potential of the Western Balkans

I vividly remember watching scenes of conflict from the region when I was
growing up.

And yet since then, the region has made what seemed like unimaginable
progress towards a brighter and more peaceful future.

The Western Balkans is a land of real economic potential, with rates of
economic growth exceeding that of the EU.

And that potential can be further unlocked through structural reforms, to
create an environment where investment and enterprise can flourish.

This means building relationships with the private sector to increase market
diversity and also developing the structures that sustain a thriving economy.

But most of all it means co-operation. And that is why we are all here today.

It is fantastic to see every Western Balkans leader here in this room. For it
is your political leadership that needs to drive this agenda forward to
attract investors like those in the audience today. And we will be with you
every step of the way as you do this.

International co-operation
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As the Prime Minister said in Munich this month, the UK is unconditionally
committed to peace, security and prosperity in Europe after we leave the EU.

And this is just as true in the Western Balkans. We have a longstanding and
enduring commitment to the security, stability and prosperity of the region,
and this will never change.

We are working with governments from all six Western Balkans countries to
improve the rule of law; promote economic governance and address corruption.

And we are matching these bilateral efforts with multilateral efforts
alongside our international partners.

Just look at the activity that is planned this year.

There’s the European Commission’s Western Balkans Strategy, the Sofia summit
in May and our own Western Balkans Summit, hosted in London, in July.

We want this to build on the progress forged at previous “Berlin Process”
Summits.

It will focus on security cooperation…

On tackling common threats that deter investment, like corruption and
organised crime.

And crucially, on supporting economic stability and interconnectivity and
taking steps to improve the business environment.

The power of digital

There is one theme that strikes a particular chord with me. Digital is a key
part of my portfolio as Secretary of State at DCMS and I am a huge believer
in the transformational power of new technology.

So I am thrilled that one of the themes of our Summit will be a focus on
young people and especially giving them the digital skills they need to
flourish.

The British Council, supported by the UK Government, has already been working
with young people across the Western Balkans to make this happen.

The 21st Century Schools programme is helping young people in the region to
learn about coding and other digital skills.

Whilst the Digital Cities programme has been connecting cities in the UK and
Western Balkans to develop digital policies and strategies.

I welcomed some of the participants to Westminster last month and it was
fantastic to see how they were energised by the connections they had made and
the ideas they had exchanged.

The digital economy presents huge opportunities for the Western Balkans.



We’ve already seen the seismic effect it can have in other parts of Europe.
Estonia is a country of just over a million people, but through its
relentless focus on digital skills and innovation, it is now one of the
world’s leading tech nations.

Digital transformation, when done correctly, can make societies more open,
more prosperous and can foster the development of civil society.

But digital investment will only go where the conditions are right. With your
large young population and impressive growth, you have a real opportunity to
build something special.

But to seize this opportunity you will need to build confidence; investors
will look to you to improve the business environment, boost the private
sector and deal with their concerns about corruption and the rule of law.

Digital has incredible potential to support you in your reform efforts in the
Western Balkans.

That is why digital will be an important part of July’s summit, and I hope it
will provide the foundations for the next phase of progress in the region.

Conclusion

If I leave you with one message today it would be this; we have a shared
ambition for a brighter and more prosperous Western Balkans.

To all the investors here today; thank you for your vote of confidence in the
region.

And to all the leaders here today; you have a great opportunity ahead to
drive lasting change that will shape your nations for decades to come.

And you will have our support as you do so.

Thank you very much and enjoy the rest of the day.

Speech: New Queen’s Counsel
appointment ceremony speech

It is a pleasure to be here today in Westminster Hall to preside over the
formal appointment of all 119 barristers and solicitors to the rank of
Queen’s Counsel, as well as those being appointed as Honorary Queen’s
Counsel.

Let me welcome you warmly, the only warmth you will feel for a while. This is
the day when your hard-earned achievements are publicly recognised by the
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Crown and by your peers. It is also a proud day for your long-suffering
spouses, parents, children, friends and wider family, who I hope will enjoy
the ceremony and importance of this day for you.

Today represents a journey to the pinnacle of your profession. That journey
has been more marathon, than sprint, and I congratulate you on lasting the
course so far.

The title of Queen’s Counsel is a mark of excellence, not just in this
country but around the world, where it plays an important role in supporting
the attractiveness of English and Welsh legal services more broadly.

Since the eminent jurist, Sir Francis Bacon, who was the first person to be
titled King’s Counsel in 1604, the title has been sought after both by
practitioners and by clients seeking to instruct counsel.

It recognises the depth of expertise and eminence you have in your particular
field of law. It is also a mark of distinction in the art of advocacy, in
developing and advancing a client’s case and getting the best outcome for
them.

As you will be well aware, the process for becoming Queen’s Counsel is a
robust and rigorous one, based on competence and merit. It is important that
it is a process open to all suitably qualified advocates – including
solicitors.

Given my own background, I was pleased to see that there are solicitor-
advocates who are being awarded the title of Queen’s Counsel amongst us
today.

It’s now 21 years since the first solicitor advocates were appointed as
Queen’s Counsel. One of those appointed in 1997 subsequently served on the
Supreme Court. We should recognise and promote talent from whichever branch
of the profession it comes.

I am also pleased to note that this year, 64% of female applicants have been
recommended for practising QC, and 55% of BME applicants. As the leaders of
your profession, you are role models for all aspiring lawyers and I hope you
take this responsibility seriously.

This year there are 119 awards of silk. Her Majesty the Queen makes the
appointments on the advice of the Lord Chancellor. My predecessors and I
would not be able to undertake this role without the valuable advice of an
independent selection panel. I am incredibly grateful for the work Sir Alex
Allan has done in chairing the panel – and to all its distinguished members;
including:

Wanda Goldwag
Tony King
Martin Mann QC
Edward Nally
Quinton Quayle
Dame Janet Smith



Dr Maggie Semple OBE
Shaun Smith QC
Ranjit Sondhi CBE

They continue to provide advice of the highest quality, and run a transparent
and open competition which ensures that we can have confidence that
appointments have been made fairly and justly on merit.

In addition to those who have been awarded silk, there are also seven awards
for Queens Counsel, honoris causa. I would like to thank the highly qualified
selection panel, chaired by Scott McPherson, a former Director General at the
Ministry of Justice and consisting of:

Amelia Wright
Professor Peter Alldridge
Andrew Langdon QC
Joe Egan
Lord Justice David Richards

This award is recognition for lawyers who have made a major contribution to
the law of England and Wales outside of practice in the courts.

Honorary QCs

I would like to say a few words about each of those who are receiving the
title of Honorary Queen’s Counsel today.

Professor Michael Bridge is a leading academic and Fellow of the British
Academy who has made a major contribution to the law of England and Wales in
relation to the sale of goods.

Professor Louise Gullifer has contributed widely through her work in academia
and beyond, including as Professor of Commercial Law at Oxford and her work
on Security Interests as part of the UK delegation to the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law.

Dr Charles Harpum, who unfortunately is unable to attend today’s ceremony, is
a barrister and former academic who served as a Law Commissioner and made a
major contribution to the law of England and Wales as a significant architect
in the shaping of the Land Registration Act 2002.

Janet Legrand is a pioneer in enhancing the role of women in the law,
promoting social mobility, diversity and inclusion within her own firm and
the wider profession through the board of PRIME.

Professor Nigel Lowe has done a mixture of international work and family law
and is particularly known for his work relating to the Hague Convention.

Professor Nicola Padfield has made a huge contribution in both academia,
where she is Professor of Criminal and Penal Justice at Cambridge University,
and in the criminal justice system, where her research focuses on sentencing
and parole.



Finally, Professor Maurice Sunkin has pioneered an empirical approach to the
law and undertaken a number of leading studies of the use, operation and
effects of judicial review in England and Wales.

Conclusion

I’d like to warmly congratulate all of you and thank you for your
contribution to the law across such a diverse range of disciplines and
fields.

The role of Queen’s Counsel is not only a mark of quality recognised around
the world, it also promotes high standards of advocacy in the legal
profession.

All of us here today, and all those who supported your appointment, have
shown confidence and belief in you. That’s a confidence and belief that I
entirely share.

I would like to again thank everyone involved in the process of appointing
this year’s selection of barristers and solicitors to the rank of Queen’s
Counsel and Honorary Queen’s Counsel.

I would like to congratulate you all again on being appointed Queen’s Counsel
and wish you well for the future.

Notice: YO61 1TU, Allium Helmsley Ltd:
environmental permit application
advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
how you can view the application documents
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)
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Notice: PE11 2BB, Spalding Energy
Expansion Limited: environmental
permit application advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
how you can view the application documents
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)
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