
News story: New MOT reminder service
launches in beta

The GOV.UK service, developed by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency
(DVSA), makes it easy to get a reminder every year when your vehicle’s MOT is
due.

When you sign up, you’ll get a reminder:

4 weeks before your MOT is due
2 weeks before your MOT is due, if you still haven’t had it tested

You’ll also get alerts that your vehicle no longer has an MOT.

You just need the vehicle’s number plate (registration number) and a mobile
phone number or email address.

You’ll get a reminder every year until you unsubscribe.

The service is in ‘beta’ stage, which means it’s still being continually
tested and improved by DVSA.

What email MOT reminders look like

What text message MOT reminders look like

No excuse for forgetting
Research by DVSA has revealed that around 28% of cars will be overdue at any
one time. Most of these are down to drivers forgetting to get it done, rather
than deliberately avoiding having the test done.

If you drive a vehicle without a valid MOT, you’re breaking the law. The only
exceptions are to drive it:

to or from somewhere to be repaired
to a pre-arranged MOT test

You’re also risking your own life and the lives of your passengers and other
road users.

You can be fined up to £1,000 for driving a vehicle without a valid MOT.

Helping you keep your vehicle safe to drive
The 2016 reported road casualties report for Great Britain showed that
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roadworthiness of vehicles was a factor in 1,687 accidents.

Transport Minister, Baroness Sugg, said:

We have some of the safest roads in the world, but we are always
looking at ways to make them even safer.

Booking your next MOT is easy to overlook but it plays an important
role in making sure the vehicles on our roads are safe and meeting
high environmental standards.

Getting a text or email will serve as a useful prompt to make sure
people get their vehicle checked out time.

DVSA Chief Executive, Gareth Llewellyn, said:

DVSA’s priority is to help you keep your vehicle safe to drive.

The annual MOT checks that important parts of your vehicle meet the
legal standards at the time of the test.

Motorists should also remember that to be a safe and responsible
driver, and reduce the risk of your vehicle’s condition causing an
accident that kills or seriously injures someone, you need to check
your vehicle all year round.

Make sure that:

brakes work smoothly and that the vehicle doesn’t pull to one side
tyres are correctly inflated, have no cuts or bulges, and that they all
have at least 1.6mm of tread
headlights and other lights work – give them a tap to check they’re not
loose or damaged and check the colours are correct and match
windscreen wipers and washers work
the driver’s view of the road is clear of any obstruction, such as
stickers, toys or air fresheners

A new way of building digital services
The MOT reminder service uses GOV.UK Notify, which is a platform to make it
easier to keep people updated, and help government service teams send text
messages, emails or letters to users.

The government is creating a set of shared components, service designs,
platforms, data and hosting, that every government service can use.

This frees up teams to spend their time designing user-centric services
rather than starting from scratch, so services become easier to create and
cheaper to run.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/govuk-notify/govuk-notify


Press release: Foreign Secretary
Statement on the Situation in Lebanon.

I spoke today to Foreign Minister Bassil on the latest developments in
Lebanon. I reiterated to him the United Kingdom’s full support for the
sovereignty and independence of Lebanon.

Prime Minister Hariri has been a good and trusted partner for the UK, and we
hope that he will return to Beirut without further delay, not least in the
interests of Lebanon’s political stability.

We urge all parties with an interest in Lebanon to do all they can to
encourage this, and to work more broadly to reduce recent tensions.

I reassured the Foreign Minister that the UK will continue to support the
people and institutions of Lebanon at this challenging time.

The Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) is the only legitimate authority within
Lebanon, and no militia groups or foreign forces should aim to challenge the
LAF as the ultimate guarantor of the Lebanese people’s security.

We echo the concerns of the United States and our European partners that
Lebanon should not be used as a tool for proxy conflicts, and that its
independence and integrity should be respected by all parties – within the
country and beyond.

News story: Brokenshire: no place in
our society for those who want to pull
us back to the past

Speaking earlier following the Remembrance Day Service at Enniskillen, Mr
Brokenshire said:

I condemn unreservedly those who are responsible for the placing of
the device in Omagh earlier this morning. It is a despicable act on
the day that we gather to honour those brave men and women who paid
the ultimate sacrifice.
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Let me be clear there is no place in society for these faceless
people who want to drag us back to the dark days of Northern
Ireland’s past.’‬

News story: The Nation remembers

The nationally observed two-minute silence, and the laying of wreaths at the
Cenotaph, commemorates those Servicemen and women killed in all conflicts
since the First World War.

This year, The Queen viewed the ceremony from a balcony of the nearby Foreign
& Commonwealth Office, alongside The Duke of Edinburgh. Her Majesty’s wreath
was laid on her behalf by The Prince of Wales.

The Prime Minister also attended the service along with Defence Secretary,
Gavin Williamson, and other members of the Cabinet, former Prime Ministers,
The Chiefs of Staff and over 700 regular and reserve personnel.

For the Royal Family, wreaths were also laid by The Duke of Cambridge, Prince
Henry of Wales, The Duke of York, The Earl of Wessex, The Princess Royal and
The Duke of Kent.

Paying tribute to members of the Armed Forces, both past and present, the
Prime Minister, Theresa May said:

It was an honour to attend the Remembrance Sunday service and to
lay a wreath at the Cenotaph in memory of all those who have died
in defence of our freedom. This time of year should remind us that
our way of life is only made possible by the bravery of the men and
women who are prepared to make the ultimate sacrifice to keep us
safe.

We should also take great pride in the way we come together as a
nation to honour the fallen. Today I pay tribute not just to our
Armed Forces but also to those who stand alongside them in this
small act of remembrance each and every year.

To signal the start and the end of the two minutes’ silence soldiers from the
King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery fired a round from nearby Horse Guards
Parade which echoed around Whitehall.

As the artillery noise faded, buglers of the Royal Marines sounded the
poignant Last Post, which traditionally signalled the end of a soldier’s day.

Following the ceremony thousands of veterans from the Second World War and
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more recent conflicts such as Iraq and Afghanistan, marched past the
Cenotaph.

Defence Secretary, Gavin Williamson said:

I am proud to stand alongside members of the Armed Forces and
veterans at the Cenotaph to reflect on those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice. This year we have commemorated the centenary of
the Battle of Passchendaele where the fields of Flanders saw
enormous bravery and vast sacrifice.

On Remembrance Sunday we remember all conflicts including our
heroes from more recent wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. Around the
globe there are currently thousands of troops deployed in 25
operations in more than 30 countries, often putting themselves in
danger to make us safer and more secure at home.

After the service at the Cenotaph, The Earl of Wessex took the Salute at the
March Past of Veteran and Civilian Organisations, at Horse Guards Parade.

The Armed Forces also marked Remembrance wherever they were in the world,
from guarding NATO’s eastern border, to striking Daesh in Syria and to the
Mediterranean where the Navy is assisting in migrant rescue operations.

Press release: Nation’s bells to ring
out together to mark Armistice
Centenary

On 11 November 2018, 100 years since Armistice, bells will ring out in unison
from churches and cathedrals in villages, towns and cities across the
country. Big Ben will also strike at 11am to mark the centenary.

To mark the final year of the First World War centenary commemorations, 1,400
new bell ringers will be recruited in honour of the 1,400 that lost their
lives during the First World War.

Church bells across the UK remained restricted throughout the course of the
war and only rang freely once Armistice was declared on 11 November 1918.

The campaign to recruit bell ringers, Ringing Remembers, will keep this
traditional British art alive in memory of the 1,400 who lost their lives –
linking together past, present and future.

The campaign is being run by the Department of Communities and Local
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Government in collaboration with Big Ideas Community Interest Company and the
Central Council of Church Bell Ringers.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

The Ringing Remembers campaign will be a fitting end to our
projects, events and activities that have marked the end of the
First World War and a tribute to the heroic men and women who
sacrificed so much for the freedoms we enjoy today.

As the centenary commemorations draw to a close, our priority is to
make sure we continue to keep the history of the First World War
alive for generations to come, even as it falls out of living
memory.

Karen Bradley, Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport,
said:

Today we begin the final year of commemorations, leading to the
100th anniversary of Armistice. We will look at how we went from
the German offensive in spring 1918 to peace, and I have no doubt
the public will once again help us tell this important story and
share their own connections to the First World War.

On 11 November 1918 the ringing of church bells erupted
spontaneously across the country, as an outpouring of relief that 4
years of war had come to an end. I am pleased that to honour that
moment and the 1,400 bell ringers who died in the war, we will be
recruiting 1,400 new bell ringers to take part in the
commemorations next year.

Bell ringers in the First World War
Many bell ringers joined the war effort, and many lost their lives. Just
after the war, the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers wrote to all bell
towers to compile the Roll of Honour. At the time 1,100 men were reported as
lost.

During the First World War Centenary the Central Council of Bell Ringers has
been reviewing this list and has discovered a further 400 bell ringers who
died in service. Two bell towers – Edington in Wiltshire and Bamburgh in
Northumberland – lost 6 ringers each during the war. In total 1,400 bell
ringers lost their lives.

Programme for Armistice Day 2018
On 11 November 2018, the day will begin at the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission St Symphorien Cemetery near Mons, Belgium where the war began in



1914, where the war’s first and last casualties lie and where the government
began the commemorations in 2014. It offers a fitting place to reflect on the
cost of the war.

The 14-18 Now cultural programme will return for a compelling final season,
culminating on 11 November 2018 in a UK-wide event to draw the nation
together in a shared moment of remembrance. The full programme will be
announced in January.

In the evening, the national commemorations will end with a ceremony at
Westminster Abbey. The service will reflect on the Centenary, recognise the
impact of the war after the Armistice, and give thanks to all those who were
affected over the course of the conflict.

Further information
Become a bell ringer today by emailing RingingRemembers@bigideascompany.org

Case study: The Edington Six

After the First World war the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers wrote to
every tower to ask for the names of the fallen for their Great War Memorial
book. The beautifully produced volume contains 1,100 names inscribed with
their bell towers.

A letter was sent to Edington Priory Church but no reply appears to have been
received and so none of Edington’s ringers were listed in that first book.

Tucked between the chalk downs and close to Westbury’s famous White Horse,
the sleepy Wiltshire town of Edington (once known as Tinhead) is dwarfed by
the massive 14th century church, Edington Priory Church which, in 1914, had 6
bells.

The Edington ringers were at the heart of the working community. While one
was a carer in a local hospital, others were farmers and the wheelwright.
Four of the 6 played in the local football team. Along with tens of the
village men, 6 ringers went to war.

A hundred years later Alan Regin, one of the world’s leading Ringers and
Steward of the Rolls of Honour, Central Council of Church Bell Ringers
started to look into the names collected immediately following the war. He
soon discovered that dozens were missing. Research to date has revealed 300
additional names, enough to warrant the creation of a second volume of the
Great War Memorial book.

Perhaps no one reply came from Edington Priory because there was no one to
write back. By the end of the war The Edington Six had died. Only one other
Bell Tower in Britain – in Bamburgh Northumberland – lost as many ringers.
The impact on the village would have been devastating.

Five are buried along the Western Front in Cambrai, Abbeville, Hermies Hill,
Arras and Heverlee, but one, Private Leonard Drewett, the hospital worker,
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served in the Labour Corps and suffered increasingly with epilepsy. He died
during hospital treatment in Colchester, and was brought home to Edington for
burial. He is buried with a Commonwealth War Grave headstone near family
graves in the peaceful Wiltshire churchyard.

More information on the Six bell ringers

The Edington Six, Wiltshire (Four also played for the local football team,
Drewett, Lawes, Rogers and Wheeler).

Private John Frederick Pike Lawes, Edington, Salisbury Diocesan. Died 18
August 1916 age 25. Wiltshire Regiment 2nd Bn. Service No. 10520.
Commemorated at Abbeville Communal Cemetery, France, Grave III. A. 11. Born
in 1891. Son of Herbert and Elizabeth Lawes, of Tinhead, Westbury. Husband of
Sarah Daisy Lawes, of The Lamb Inn, Tinhead, Westbury, Wilts. He worked as a
Wheelright. Born: Edington, Wilts Enlisted: Devizes, Wilts Resided: At 1911
Census at Elen Cottage, Tinhead, Westbury, Wilts.

Private Reginald Cecil Wordley, Edington, Salisbury Diocesan. Died 01
December 1917 age 21. Grenadier Guards 1st Bn. Service No. 28566.
Commemorated at Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, France, Panel 2. Born 3rd
quarter 1896. One of 7 children. Son of Decimus Wordley and Mary Wordley (née
Nash) of Edington, Westbury, Wilts. He worked on a farm before enlisting.
Born: Bishops Cannings, Wilts Enlisted: Trowbridge Resided (1911 Census):
Tinhead, Wiltshire.

Gunner Reginald Charles Rogers, Edington, Salisbury Diocesan. Died 28
December 1917 age 27. Royal Field Artillery “B” Bty. 93rd Bde. Service No.
176310. Commemorated at Hermies Hill British Cemetery, France, Grave I. F.
42. Son of Frank Rogers and Clara Helen Rogers of Hagg Hill Farm, Hinton, nr.
Trowbridge. Born: West Ashton, Wilts. Enlisted: Trowbridge. Resided: Hinton,
nr. Trowbridge. He enlisted in the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry (T.A.) 7 th March
1910 for a period of 4 years. In 1911 census he was working on his father’s
farm.

Private Leonard Drewett, Edington, Salisbury Diocesan. Died 12 March 1918 age
32. Devonshire Regiment 12th Bn. Service No. 24392. Commemorated at Edington
Priory Church (Ss. Mary And Katherine And All Saints) Churchyard, England.
Son of Stephen and Ellen Drewett, of Kington Langley, Chippenham. Born at
Edington. Born: Bedwyn, Wilts Enlisted: Devizes, Wilts. Worked in a local
hospital. Served in the Labour Corps. Became unwell due to epilepsy and died
of illness in Colchester Hospital while a serving soldier. Buried a CWGC war
grave.

Lance Corporal William John Wheeler, Edington, Salisbury Diocesan. Died 23
March 1918 age Unknown. Wiltshire Regiment 6th (Wiltshire Yeomanry) Bn.
Service No. 203199. Commemorated at Arras Memorial, France, Bay 7. No family
details recorded. Born: Edington, Wilts. Enlisted: Trowbridge. Resided:
Edington, Wilts.

Rifleman Thomas James Blagden, Edington, Salisbury Diocesan. Died 19 January
1919 age 20. South Lancashire Regiment 1st/5th Bn. Service No. 54030.



Commemorated at Heverlee War Cemetery, Belgium, Grave XI. B. 8. Son of Thomas
and Selina Blagden, of Edington, Wilts. Born: Unknown Enlisted: Unknown.
Resided: Unknown.


