
News story: DCMS launches £190m
Gigabit broadband challenge fund

Last year, the Chancellor announced more than £1bn of funding to stimulate
further and faster roll-out of full fibre networks, alongside investment to
take forward the next generation of mobile connectivity in all areas of the
UK. As part of this, Government has now launched a £190m Local Full Fibre
Network (LFFN) Challenge Fund to stimulate commercial investment in full
fibre networks across the whole of the UK, including rural and urban
locations, by demonstrating approaches that encourage additional private
investment and by making sustainable commercial deployments viable.

Minister for Digital, Matt Hancock said:

World class connectivity is increasingly essential to people at
work and at home. It’s vital to ensure the UK’s future
competitiveness in the global market and our ability to attract
investment. Full fibre is fundamental for fashioning a Britain fit
for the future.

The projects will enable gigabit capable connections to key public buildings
and businesses, with the expectation that this leads to broadband providers
creating additional connections to local homes and businesses.

Government is now encouraging a broad range of local bodies – Local
Authorities, Combined Authorities, Local Enterprise Partnerships as well
other local public / government bodies such as health, education or transport
bodies, to apply to the fund.

This programme comes as part of the government’s expanded £31 billion
National Productivity Investment Fund aimed at improving productivity, which
is key to raising living standards. This fund has already earmarked £740
million specifically for improving Britain’s digital infrastructure, ensuring
the UK is match-fit for the future.

Further information, and details on how to apply for funding is available
online
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company director disqualified for poor
record keeping

Mr Cosgrove had a disqualification order made against him, with effect from
24 October 2017, on behalf of the Secretary of State for Business, Energy &
Industrial Strategy, which prevents him from becoming directly or indirectly
involved in the promotion, formation or management of a company for eight
years.

Paul Cosgrove was the director of TBP & Son Ltd, a company trading as a
provider of waste management services.

The company went into liquidation on 13 February 2015 owing £1,744,396 to
creditors, of which £1,058,168 was owed to trade and expense creditors and
£686,128 was owed to HM Revenue & Customs.

The unfit conduct that led to Mr Cosgrove receiving an order was that he
failed to maintain, preserve or deliver up the books and records of the
company which resulted in it not being possible to:

determine the reason for company expenditure totaling £4.2 million
explain what happened to assets totaling £5,242,845.
determine the true level of VAT due to HMRC

Commenting on the disqualification, Martin Gitner, Deputy Head of
Investigations with the Insolvency Service said:

Failure to deliver up the books and records of a company to the
Liquidator which results in a loss to creditors and the public
purse will be rigorously investigated by the Insolvency Service in
liaison with HM Revenue & Customs.

Even where the director chooses not to engage with the
investigation process, disqualification as a director is the likely
outcome of such activity.

Notes to editors

Paul Cosgrove, date of birth March 1980 and he resides in Newark,
Nottinghamshire.

TBP & Son Ltd (CRO No. 06896956) was incorporated on 6 May 2009. The company
traded as a provider of waste management services. Mr Cosgrove was a director
from 1 October 2013 to liquidation.

The Company went into Creditors Voluntary Liquidation on 13 February 2015
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with an estimated deficiency of £1,744,397.

On 3 October 2017, a Disqualification Order was made against Mr Cosgrove on
behalf of the Secretary of State, effective from 24 October 2017, for a
period of 8 years .

The matters of unfitness, which Mr Cosgrove did not dispute, were that from 1
October 2013 to the date of liquidation on 13 February 2015, Paul Cosgrove
failed to ensure that TBP & Son Limited (TBP) maintained and/or preserver
adequate accounting records, or in the alternative he failed to deliver up to
the Liquidator such records as were maintained. As a consequence it is not
possible:

to determine, in the absence of a complete purchase records, the reason
for expenditure totalling £4,283,785 to a third party out of TBP’s bank
account during the period 01 October 2013 to 13 February 2015 and in
particular, to verify that this was legitimate company expenditure
to establish whether all of TBP’s assets were disclosed in the statement
of affairs and in particular to determine what, if any, stock and book
debts were owned by the company at the date of liquidation, and the full
and true value of any items transferred or otherwise disposed prior to
liquidation, in that purchase invoices show that between 26 October 2013
and 2 December 2014, TBP purchased scrap metals for the sum of
£5,004,477 against corresponding sales invoices in the sum of
£2,133,430, resulting in scrap metal with an invoice value of £2,871,047
being unaccounted for; and purchase invoices show that between 26
October 2013 and 2 December 2014, TBP purchased waste paper and plastics
for the sum of £2,634,076 against corresponding sales invoices in the
sum of £262,278 resulting in waste paper & plastics with an invoice
value of £2,371,798 being unaccounted for
for HM Revenue & Customs to determine the true level of TBP’s liability
in respect of Value Added Tax which resulted in HMRC raising officers
assessments and surcharges against the company totalling £624,485 in
respect of the period 1 April 2014 to 2 December 2014

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Persons subject to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other
restrictions.

The Insolvency Service, an executive agency sponsored by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), administers the insolvency
regime, and aims to deliver and promote a range of investigation and
enforcement activities both civil and criminal in nature, to support fair and
open markets. We do this by effectively enforcing the statutory company and
insolvency regimes, maintaining public confidence in those regimes and
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reducing the harm caused to victims of fraudulent activity and to the
business community, including dealing with the disqualification of directors
in corporate failures. Further information about the work of the Insolvency
Service, and how to complain about financial misconduct, is available.

BEIS’ mission is to build a dynamic and competitive UK economy that works for
all, in particular by creating the conditions for business success and
promoting an open global economy. The Criminal Investigations and
Prosecutions team contributes to this aim by taking action to deter fraud and
to regulate the market. They investigate and prosecute a range of offences,
primarily relating to personal or company insolvencies.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

Media enquiries for this press release – 020 7596 6187

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

News story: New education programme to
build on success of Tim Peake mission

Following on from the huge success of Association for Science and Discovery
Centre’s (ASDC) Destination Space, which engaged over 730,000 children and
adults with Tim Peake’s mission to the International Space Station, the UK
Space Agency is supporting ASDC to create new space resources and to work
with five UK science centres and museums to deliver space activities in 2018.

Destination Space is a national STEM programme created and run by ASDC and
funded by the UK Space Agency. The first phase of this national programme ran
from 2014 to 2017 and engaged, inspired and involved families with school-age
children, school groups and teachers, and communities across the UK with the
amazing stories, science and achievements of human spaceflight and Tim
Peake’s Principia mission. Overall 733,017 children and adults took part in
this ASDC programme in the first 15 months of delivery and many more continue
to do so today.

This new six month programme builds on all this training, knowledge and
enthusiasm for space science and exploration currently in science centres
across the UK, and ensures delivery of this content continues well into the
future. Specifically, this programme will focus on celebrating the science
and engineering of the new James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) and the new Mars
rover for the ExoMars mission, and will introduce satellite applications and
the plans to enable space launches from the UK. It also will develop content
more widely that can be used by multiple partners and ASDC in future projects
around space science.
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The programme will invite applications in January from the twenty Science and
Discovery Centres and Museums around the UK that delivered Destination Space
1 – from Eden in Cornwall to the Scottish Science Centres, and from W5 in
Belfast to the Science Museum in London. Five centres will be selected, and
they will be trained in March to run this cutting-edge schools and families
programme across 2018 and into the future.

This programme will be directed and managed by the UK Association for Science
and Discovery Centres who have considerable experience managing national
strategic multi-partner science engagement programmes. The activities and
events will be delivered in collaboration with science centres with expertise
in engaging the public with space science, along with specialist expertise
from researchers and UK Space Agency partners. This exciting new programme
runs from 16 October 2017 until 31 March 2018.

Official Statistics: Latest official
statistics on pre-movement and post-
movement testing for tuberculosis (TB)
in cattle in Great Britain – quarterly

Updated: Second revision to Tuberculosis (TB) in cattle post-movement testing
in Wales dataset.

This publication presents official quarterly statistics on tuberculosis (TB)
movement testing in cattle in Great Britain. The different TB movement
testing regimes in England, Scotland and Wales reflect regional variations in
disease incidence, including the Officially TB Free status of Scotland. The
release covers pre-movement testing in England and Wales, and post-movement
testing in Scotland and the Low Risk Area of England.

The movement testing statistics are obtained from the Animal and Plant Health
Agency (APHA) work management IT support system, which is used for the
administration of TB testing in GB. They are a snapshot of the position on
the date on which the data were extracted. The information is subject to
regular revision until all test results are available.

This publication was revised on 7 September 2018 to correct the values for
post-movement tests and testing occasions in the Low TB Area of Wales.

Related series

Quarterly publication of National Statistics on the incidence and
prevalence of tuberculosis (TB) in Cattle in Great Britain see here.
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Next update: see the statistics release calendar

For further information you can contact:
tbstatistics@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Twitter: @DefraStats

Press release: Life-saving training
for Highways England Traffic Officers

More than 950 Highways England Traffic Officers are being trained in life
saving first aid, giving them enhanced skills which may be used to help
casualties in need of urgent medical attention.

The traffic officers, who patrol England’s motorways and major A-roads 24
hours a day, are often first on the scene to help when drivers are in
trouble.

Safer journeys across England’s motorways and A-roads is the top priority for
Highways England, but if incidents do occur what happens in the first minutes
following a road traffic collision can be crucial to the outcomes of those
involved.

The first priority for Traffic Officers is making the scene safe for
everyone, which may mean controlling moving traffic, moving vehicles and
helping customers find a place of safety.

Once the scene is safe, Traffic Officers can then put the nationally
recognised Driver First Assist training into practice. The training is also
specific to the environment Traffic Officers work in, and signals a change in
how our staff can provide direct assistance that can save lives in the
crucial few minutes before the emergency services arrive.

Highways England Executive Director of Operations, Nick Harris, said:

I strongly feel that traffic officers should be able to perform
lifesaving first aid to members of the public using our roads.
Combining life-saving first aid training with key scene management
will help our staff safely make a real difference for our
customers.

By teaming up with Driver First Assist our traffic officers will
receive the expert training needed for this important task.

The training began last month in the South East region and will be rolled out
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nationally.

The one-day course is the same training that is received by emergency
services personnel and includes instructions in how to implement the recovery
position and CPR, respond to a cardiac arrest and shock, and treat wounds and
bleeding.

David Higginbottom, chief executive officer at Driver First Assist said:

Every day, victims of road traffic collisions die needlessly
because individuals immediately at the scene lack the ability to
administer basic first aid. The training we’re delivering to
Traffic Officers will give them the skills to provide medical
assistance to those in need, making a vital difference in those
first crucial moments before the arrival of paramedics.

Driver First Assist is a not-for-profit organisation comprising drivers who
have been trained to provide life-saving first aid and manage the scene at a
road traffic collision, prior to the arrival of the emergency services. DFA
has been created in partnership with and is supported by the Police,
Ambulance and Fire and Rescue services.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


