Notice: JW: decision on licence
application

The Environment Agency notifies the public of the decision made on certain
applications for the abstraction or impoundment of water.

This decision statement explains:

e who has made the application
e what decision has been made
e how the decision has been made

Press release: Government unlocks £25
million to deliver more homes

Housing and Planning Minister Alok Sharma today (4 December 2017) announced
that the Planning Delivery Fund is now open for bids and will support
ambitious local authorities and third sector organisations in areas of high
housing need to plan for new homes and infrastructure.

Initially opening up £11 million of the fund, councils will be able to apply
to help gain the skills or capacity they need to deliver high quality housing
growth at scale, pace and implement wider planning reforms. The fund is aimed
at encouraging more innovation in the design quality of new housing
developments, as well as provide design advice and support to local
authorities.

As part of the government’s plans to raise housing supply to 300,000 per year
on average by the mid-2020s, a package of measure has been announced to boost
local authority planning capacity, support councils to take a proactive role
in planning and encourage ambition and leadership in the delivery of new
communities.

Others measures announced include:

e a further £3 million funding to support the delivery of the 14 garden
villages that are part of the government’s existing programme

e publishing a consultation on plans to allow the creation of locally led
New Town Development Corporations, and help speed up the delivery of new
garden towns.

Housing and Planning Minister Alok Sharma said:
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Locally-led developments have enormous potential to deliver the
scale and quality of housing growth that we need. By supporting our
local authorities, we will be able to unlock more homes where
people want to live.

These measures including the £28 million of government support
which will help develop new communities that will not only help
deliver high-quality well-designed homes, but will also bring new
jobs and facilities and a boost to local economies.

Across England, the government is currently supporting 24 locally-led garden
cities, towns and villages, which have the potential to deliver around
220,000 homes.

Backed by £16 million funding, a further £3 million has been allocated to 14
garden villages in the programme to fund dedicated staff and studies and
assessments that are vital to the delivery of garden villages that are key to
successful delivery.

The government’s housing white paper in February 2017 committed to the
creation of New Town Development Corporations, which would be overseen by the
local authority or authorities covering the area proposed for a new garden
community, rather than by Whitehall. Government is now seeking views on this
proposal.

The first part of Planning Delivery Fund allocation of £11 million will be
open to bids for the financial years 2017-18 to 2018-19.

A garden town is a development of more than 10,000 homes. Garden villages are
smaller settlements of between 1,500 and 10,000 homes.

The 14 Garden Towns are: Long Marston, Oxfordshire Cotswold, Tresham, Culm,
Welborne, West Carclaze, Dunton Hills, Spitalgate Heath, Halsnead, Longcross,
Bailrigg, Infinity Garden Village, St Cuthberts and Handforth.

Measures apply to England only.

Press release: Doncaster scrap firm
fined for illegal activity in Tyne &
Wear

A Doncaster-based scrap car dismantling and salvage firm has been ordered to
pay nearly £25,000 for breaking environmental laws at a site in Tyne & Wear.

Motorhog Ltd, which used the now-closed site on Wallsend Road in North
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Shields, to depollute and bale end of life vehicles, repeatedly broke the
terms of its environmental permit. Yesterday (29 November 2017) the company,
which continues to operate sites in Leeds, Doncaster and Hull, was fined
£20,000 by North Tyneside Magistrates’ Court after pleading guilty to two of
three charges. It was also ordered to pay £4,936.88 costs.

The prosecution was brought by the Environment Agency after officers spent a
significant amount of time attempting, unsuccessfully, to bring the site into
compliance.

Environment Agency Officers visited the site on 1 December 2015 to assess
permit compliance after several breaches were identified during a previous
inspection. During the visit they identified further permit breaches, against
which they issued two enforcement notices.

The first gave Motorhog Ltd until 8 February 2016 to carry out maintenance to
the vehicle baler so it could operate without spilling or leaking potentially
polluting materials. It also required the company to clean all observed
spillages on site and keep appropriate records.

The second notice required Motorhog Ltd to either ensure the concrete surface
where the vehicle baler operated was compliant with permit requirements or to
move the baler to a more suitable area. The firm was given until 11 April
2016 to comply.

Environment Agency Officers visited the site again on 2 March and 12 April
and noted failure to comply with each of the orders. They also noted
unattended spills throughout the site, including fluids visibly leaking from
the baler onto the surface below where there was no sealed drainage.

Environment Agency spokesperson, Rachael Caldwell, said:

I hope that Motorhog Ltd takes a long hard look at its operations
across the north to ensure that all its sites are compliant and its
staff are properly trained.

The regulations exist to protect the environment and local
communities from the risk of harm. Vehicles contain liquids that
are harmful to the environment and they must be dealt with
correctly.

We will not hesitate to take action against any operator that
repeatedly breaks the law and disregards its environmental
obligations.
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We will not hesitate to take action against any operator that
repeatedly breaks the law and disregards its environmental
obligations.

News story: Government proposals on
children and young people’s mental
health

The government has published proposals to improve mental health support for
children and young people in England. Over £300 million has been made
available to fund them.

The government is asking people for their views on the planned measures,
which are set out in a green paper. The measures include:

e encouraging every school and college to have a ‘designated senior mental
health lead’

e setting up mental health support teams working with schools, to give
children and young people earlier access to services

e piloting a 4-week waiting time for NHS children and young people’s
mental health services

This short video describes the main proposals in the green paper.
Children and young people’s mental health green paper video
Other proposals in the green paper include:

e a new working group to look at mental health support for 16 to 25-year-
olds

e a report by the Chief Medical Officer on the impact that technology has
on children and young people’s mental health, to be produced in 2018

The consultation on the green paper will run for 13 weeks until 2 March 2018.
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