
News story: Space Climate Observatory
agreed ahead of One Planet Summit in
Paris

Artist’s impression of MicroCarb. Credit: ESA.

At an event in Paris, the UK Space Agency signed up to the global agreement
to improve long-term sustainability and accessibility of climate data
captured by satellites.

The Heads of the national Space Agencies have committed to implementing the
Space Climate Observatory and working together on activities such as
increasing observations of key climate variables and validating the data –
which the UK’s world leading climate community is well placed to deliver.

Space agencies have also agreed to promote free and open data policies as
well as satellite data products that can be used by scientists, businesses
and governments all over the world. Data from satellites operated by
different organisations will be brought together, alongside tools to model,
validate and calibrate the measurements they make.

Science Minister Jo Johnson said:

“The Government is committed to tackling climate change while growing our
economy, and the space sector will play a vital role in driving clean growth
as part of the Industrial Strategy.

“This new agreement recognises the importance of satellite observations and
highlights the vital role UK science and industry can play in delivering
solutions to global issues.”

Climate Change and Industry Minister Claire Perry said:

“The UK is a world leader in tackling climate change and we want to help
other countries do the same. We played a vital role in the formation of the
historic Paris Agreement, and the One Planet Summit marks two years to the
day since its adoption.

“This global commitment to improve climate data captured by satellites
demonstrates the UK’s leadership and excellence in research and development,
and shows that there is no rowing back on the Paris Agreement.”

The UK Space Agency recently announced an investment in a satellite mission
called MicroCarb in partnership with the French space agency CNES. The
satellite, which measures carbon emissions and absorption by the cities,
oceans and forests, is being assembled and tested in the UK by Thales Alenia
Space and is due to launch in 2020. The UK is providing world leading climate
scientists to the mission team and the UK Space Agency will support the
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delivery of a number instrument sub-systems from UK institutions.

The UK has a long history of working collaboratively with international
organisations such as the Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS)
and the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) to maximise the benefits of
earth observation from space.

The UK Space Agency runs a satellite instrument technology programme that is
building capability and expertise in monitoring the planet from space,
funding a number of instruments and projects. The UK Earth Observation
Technology Strategy published in November, outlines how the UK will develop
innovative technology to drive growth and leadership in the area, with £3.4
million of funding currently available for new projects.

Chief Executive of the UK Space Agency Graham Turnock, who signed the
agreement in Paris, said: “The UK is working with international organisations
to encourage the use of space data and technology to tackling climate change.

“It’s important we come together and agree to work towards improving the
quality and sustainability of climate data from space and ensuring it is made
freely available to researchers around the world.”

The One Planet Summit, convened by the French Government, the UN and World
Bank, is taking place in Paris on 12 December to mark two years since the
adoption of the Paris Agreement and increase access to finance for climate
action. The Powering Past Coal Alliance, which was recently launched by the
UK and Canada to bring together countries, public bodies and businesses to
phase out coal in the power sector, is expected to be discussed further at
the summit.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister Boyko Borissov: 11 December
2017

The Prime Minister met with Prime Minister Boyko Borissov of Bulgaria this
afternoon. The meeting opened with the Theresa May welcoming him to London
and congratulating him on his upcoming presidency of the European Council.

Borisov commented that the good relationship between the UK and Bulgaria will
continue beyond Brexit and highlighted the strong security and defence
cooperation between the two countries. Both leaders confirmed that this was a
vital element of the UK-Bulgaria relationship and that both bilateral
security cooperation and defence cooperation through NATO would continue.

They discussed the Western Balkans at length, noting that stability in the
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region was important to Europe as a whole. Both leaders recognised the
important role of Turkey in the region. Theresa May notified Borissov that
she would soon be inviting him to a conference on the Western Balkans to be
held in London in July.

Brexit was discussed with the PM setting out her hope and expectation that
the Council will confirm that sufficient progress has been achieved.

Press release: New rules restricting
the use of police cells as places of
safety come into effect

The new mental health provisions will mean it will no longer be possible to
place children (under 18s) experiencing a mental health crisis in a police
cell. For adults, the use of police cells as places of safety will be
significantly restricted and it will only be possible for them to be used in
exceptional circumstances. The period for which a person can be detained for
the purpose of a mental health assessment will also be cut from 72 to 24
hours.

Victoria Atkins, Minister for Crime, Safeguarding and Vulnerability said:

Too often and for far too long vulnerable people experiencing
mental health crisis, who have committed no crime, have found
themselves in a police cell because there is nowhere else to go.

This government has been clear that the best place for people
suffering mental health crisis is a healthcare setting and not a
police station.

The change in legislation will build on progress already made by
police forces and health care partners that saw use of police cells
for those experiencing a mental health crisis halve in the last
year.

While 23 force areas reduced their use of police cells as places of safety
for children to single figures or zero in the last year, the law change will
ensure no child will end up in a police cell.

To ensure there are sufficient alternatives in place the Department of Health
has provided a total of £30 million to health partners to increase provision
across the country of local health and community-based places of safety.

Health Minister Jackie Doyle-Price said:
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When you are experiencing a mental health crisis, the last place
you’d want to be is in police custody and it is totally
inappropriate for a child to be taken to a cell just because they
are ill.

We have seen a 90% reduction in England in the number of people
being held in custody who should be in NHS care – this move will
mean that for young people this will finally be a thing of the
past. We are also investing £30m to increase and improve places of
safety for people in crisis.

Further provisions that have also been introduced for section 135 and 136
powers, which are the powers used by police to detain someone under the
mental health act include:

extending section 136 powers to any place other than a private
residence, so that police officers can act promptly when an individual
is found in mental distress, and is in need of care and control
requiring police officers to consult with mental health practitioners
when possible before exercising a section 136 power, to help ensure that
such a step is absolutely necessary in the circumstances
an ability to conduct a mental health assessment in a person’s home
following the use of a section 135 warrant, if that is considered to be
in the interests of the person, rather than removing them to a different
place of safety

Speech: UK and Kazakhstan strengthen
trade ties

Good afternoon.

I am delighted to welcome you all to the 2017 UK-Kazakhstan Inter
Governmental Commission. And a special welcome to Minister Kassymbek and his
business delegation.

As we head towards the end of the year, today’s event provides an opportunity
to review 2017: to consider what we have achieved in our bilateral trade and
investment relationship and to look forward to 2018 and set new targets.

This year, the UK and Kazakhstan celebrated 25 years of diplomatic relations.
That relationship continues to flourish and strengthen and trade and
investment are central to that growth.

I know that many of you here today are playing an active role in developing
our bilateral trade and investment.
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According to the IMF, in 2016, the UK exported £2.9 billion of goods and
services to Kazakhstan, whilst the flow from Kazakhstan to the UK was £640
million. I think we can do even better in 2018.

I’d like to congratulate Kazakhstan for their first class staging of Expo
2017 in Astana this year. I am delighted to say that the UK was one of the
first countries to sign up to having a national pavilion.

Our installation, designed by Asif Khan in partnership with musician Brian
Eno, was a great example of UK’s creative excellence, taking inspiration from
global influences as it was inspired by a yurt.

It was visited by over half a million people during Expo and won the silver
award for exhibition design. Most importantly it also provided an excellent
platform for a comprehensive business and cultural programme.

His Royal Highness, the Duke of Gloucester represented the UK at our National
Day. The Lord Mayor of London headed a large financial services business
delegation.

My ministerial colleague Greg Hands led an oil and gas delegation, and there
were visits by both Foreign Office and Scottish ministers.

In addition to the new business won and relationships strengthened, I believe
the lasting legacy of Expo will be to have demonstrated the UK’s capability
across multiple sectors and project the UK as a centre of excellence for
creativity and innovation.

This was an important highlight in 2017, and in a few minutes time, we will
hear from representatives of the various working groups detailing other
achievements this year and plans for 2018.

The UK is currently the sixth largest foreign investor in Kazakhstan, having
invested over £10 billion over the last 10 years. The Department for
International Trade stands ready to help and encourage further overseas
direct investment into Kazakhstan.

Oil and gas remains the largest sector in our trade and investment
relationship. This is hardly surprising, given Kazakhstan has the world’s
12th largest reserves of oil and accounts for 30% of GDP.

I am pleased to note that many UK companies have been working in Kazakhstan
for a number of years and continue to invest new resources. The UK stands
ready to help you build a more prosperous and sustainable future as this
vital sector is developed.

Our experience covers the use of new materials, digital intelligence and new
intervention techniques that improve field integrity and productivity. I look
forward to hearing more from Campbell on progress made in 2017.

On mining, I understand that the new subsoil legislation is being considered
by the Kazakh Parliament and that it is envisaged that the new Mining Code
will be in operation from as early as July 2018. I believe this will be a
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milestone and encourage further investment into Kazakhstan.

On financial services, I am delighted that the Astana International Financial
Centre will be operational from 1 January 2018. Many UK financial and legal
companies are now embedded in AIFC – most notably Lord Woolf in administering
and establishing the new Court of Arbitration, set up under English common
law.

But other UK companies are involved in the development of the Astana Stock
Exchange or helping draft the regulatory guidance or providing training for
AIFC staff.

The CityUK and its members are clearly demonstrating that both pre and post
UK’s withdrawal from the European Union, London will continue to be Europe’s
major international financial centre and a global leader.

The planned privatisation programme of Samruk Kazyna will provide an
opportunity for IPOs in Astana and London and encourage more UK companies in
looking to Kazakhstan as a new market.

And of course the One Belt, One Road project will provide massive
opportunities in infrastructure projects linking China with Europe via
Kazakhstan.

The DIT team in Astana is working closely with colleagues in Beijing and Hong
Kong to organise events that will focus on viable projects and facilitate new
consortia of UK, Kazakh and Chinese companies to deliver these projects in
Kazakhstan.

So we have a strong platform, but we can do more. I am pleased that this
morning’s Business Council focused on digitalisation and new business
horizons. I know that many of your major cities have smart city plans and
this is an area where the UK can offer much help and experience.

Finally, in agriculture, the Astana DIT team will be organising an inward
mission to the UK in March 2018 to explore potential co-operation in animal
health and agri-tech. These examples show that both countries are actively
seeking to open up new sectors of trade and investment.

I would also like to highlight the International Business Festival that will
take place in Liverpool from 12 to 28 June, which is now established as a
leading forum for business exchange.

I would be delighted to welcome a large Kazakh delegation to take part in
those business sector events. I understand that we will be seeing a video
about the IBF at the end of the programme.

So in conclusion, the Department of International Trade is committed to
positioning the UK at the centre of an increasingly connected world,
resetting and energising our relationships with global partners such as
Kazakhstan.

The UK will continue to remain a fantastic place in which to do business. We
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have a strong rule of law, we have some of the best universities in the
world, we have innovative and award winning companies and we are a leading
destination for foreign direct investment in Europe.

The UK values its relationship with Kazakhstan. We want to build on it and I
am sure today’s event will be another significant step on that journey.

Thank you.

Press release: UK announces £18
million to help world’s poorest
through trade

Some of the world’s poorest countries will get vital support to help their
citizens trade their way out of poverty, thanks to new financing from the UK.

International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox will announce the £18 million
funding at the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) largest ever Ministerial
Conference in Argentina today.

He will also commit the UK’s support for a Gender Declaration by WTO members,
which will seek to ensure that women have equal access to the benefits of
global trade.

The £18 million funding from the Department for International Development
will help 51 of the world’s poorest countries produce products fit for
export, trade more easily across borders and access untapped new markets
which have the potential to create thousands of jobs and lift their citizens
out of poverty.

It comes as the UK sets out its vision for open and inclusive global trade
which benefits businesses, consumers and developing countries. This will be
central the UK’s new independent trade policy as leaves the EU and becomes an
independent member of the WTO.

International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox said:

Trade has been one of the greatest liberators of the world’s poor.
Over the last few decades whole countries have been transformed
thanks to global trade, bringing jobs and prosperity to millions.

As we prepare to leave the EU, we can move forward with more
purpose, supporting developing countries to transform their
economies through trade and resisting attempts to put up barriers
to the open and free trade which has already benefited millions
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worldwide.

International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said:

No country can escape the crushing cycle of poverty without
sustained, inclusive growth, which is why the UK is helping the
world’s poorest countries harness the potential of international
trade, creating jobs and increasing prosperity for millions.

This new UK aid support will help people in countries across Africa
and Asia identify products they can sell, make them fit for export
and access untapped new markets. This will enable producers – many
of whom are poor women – to earn an income, support their country’s
economy and help create Britain’s trading partners of the future.

£16 million of the funding will go to the WTO’s Enhanced Integrated Framework
(EIF) programme, which helps governments and businesses build the capacity,
infrastructure and policies needed to successfully export and trade.

The programme has to date helped 35,000 women get a regular income through
trade. The UK has supported the programme since 2008, and is the only country
to announce increased funding at the WTO conference this week.

UK funding is already helping Zambian farmers harness the country’s huge
export potential for honey, building the supply chains and regulatory
compliance needed to export abroad.

A further £2 million will go to the WTO’s Standards and Trade Development
Facility which helps developing countries meet international agricultural
standards, enabling them to export more produce.

Creating a trade policy which reduces gender inequality and supports women to
export will also have a big impact. The McKinsey Institute estimates that
closing the global gender gap could boost the world economy by $12 trillion
by 2025, boosting economies around the world including the UK.
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