Press release: Foreign Secretary
statement on the Inter-Korean Summit

I welcome the announcement that the two Koreas will work towards the
complete, verifiable, and irreversible denuclearisation of North Korea,
improve bilateral ties and reduce border tensions.

This historic summit is not the end in itself. There are still many questions
to be answered. Kim Jong Un’'s commitment to halt all nuclear and
intercontinental and intermediate range ballistic missiles tests is a
positive step. We hope this indicates an intention to negotiate in good faith
and that Kim has heeded the clear message to North Korea that only a change
of course can bring the security and prosperity it claims to seek.

The UK will continue to work with our international partners to strictly
enforce existing sanctions until such time that North Korea turns its
commitments into concrete steps towards denuclearisation.

News story: Foreign Secretary to
discuss Russia at NATO meeting

During his intervention at the meeting, the Foreign Secretary will also urge
fellow NATO allies to do more to tackle ‘hybrid threats’ such as cyber-
attacks, and interference in the domestic politics and infrastructure of
Russia’s near-neighbours.

Ahead of the meeting, the Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

This is the first NATO Foreign Ministerial since the attempted
murder in Salisbury, and the chemical weapons attack in Syria. It
is a key moment to discuss Russia with foreign ministers of all 29
allies.

At the July Summit NATO will take decisions on how to enhance its
deterrence and defence.

NATO’s ability to react quickly has already been demonstrated by
the Alliance’s swift response to both the attack in Salisbury and
in Syria, and by its show of solidarity with the UK’s actions.

We have seen similar support from the EU and the G7. We must now
maintain momentum and hold Russia to account for its reckless and


http://www.government-world.com/press-release-foreign-secretary-statement-on-the-inter-korean-summit/
http://www.government-world.com/press-release-foreign-secretary-statement-on-the-inter-korean-summit/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-foreign-secretary-to-discuss-russia-at-nato-meeting/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-foreign-secretary-to-discuss-russia-at-nato-meeting/

destabilising behaviour.

During the meeting, Allies will also discuss other important issues including
Afghanistan, enlargement, and projecting stability.

Further information

News story: Home Office wins judgment
to maintain powers to keep people safe

The High Court has handed down its judgment today (Friday 27 April) in favour
of the government following a legal challenge by campaign group Liberty.

While the government had already conceded that aspects of Part 4 of the
Investigatory Powers Act 2016 which concerns communications data retention
were inconsistent with EU law, and has committed to bring forward amendments
to remedy these inconsistencies, Liberty claimed that the communication data
regime as a whole should be abolished.

Communications data is an essential tool for law enforcement and national
security investigations. It is used to investigate crime, keep children safe,
support or disprove alibis and link a suspect to a particular crime scene,
amongst many other purposes.

The ruling means crucial powers which are used by law enforcement every day
to prevent and detect crime and to keep people safe will be maintained.

Security Minister Ben Wallace said:

We are delighted that the Court has agreed with the government on
all counts in this judgment.

Liberty has for years created misplaced fear about this
legislation, and we are pleased that the Court recognises the
importance of communications data in fighting crime and keeping
families and communities safe.

This sensible, pragmatic judgment rightly balances all the rights
of individuals with protecting people’s security. In the 21st
century if we are to protect our citizens from threats by
paedophiles and terrorists we must have these capabilities.

In a detailed analysis, the Court found that our current data retention
regime is neither general nor indiscriminate, stating, “We do not think it
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could possibly be said that the legislation requires, or even permits, a
general and indiscriminate retention of communications data”.

We have already committed to bring forward amendments to our regime for
Parliament to debate and vote on, along with the communications data code of
practice, and will do so in line with the Court’s timetable.

Communications data is used in 95% of serious and organised crime
prosecutions handled by the Crown Prosecution Service and it has played a
significant role in every Security Service counter terrorism operation over
the last decade.

News story: HilLight Semiconductor: new
technology to increase broadband speed

Demonstrating the integrated circuit developed by HilLight Semiconductor at a
trade show in Shenzhen, China.

Global broadband networks are under increasing strain due to bandwidth-
intensive applications such as cloud computing, video streaming and the
Internet of Things. Experts fear this could lead to demand for data outpacing

supply.

According to the EU Fibre to the Home Council, “fast broadband infrastructure
is now a determining factor in ensuring the economic fortunes of cities and
regions”. Although modern fibre optic cable can provide almost unlimited
bandwidth, the current interface technology is expensive and restricts speeds
to 1 or 2.5Gbps, which is then often shared with at least 20 users.

HilLight Semiconductor has developed a new patented integrated circuit (IC)
that provides an innovative solution to the problem — an approach that is
simple yet flexible. HiLight provides software to control the IC but systems
providers can change it if needed. HiLight believes the new IC offers the
lowest operating power, at low cost, allowing speeds of up to 10Gbps, both
upstream and downstream.

The company demonstrated the solution at 2 trade shows recently — in
Shenzhen, China, and in San Diego, California.

Innovating ahead of market demand

So far, HiLight Semiconductor has exported more than 50 million integrated
circuits worldwide. Independent analysts, Ovum, expects the 10G ‘fibre to the
home’ market to add over 50 million more units each year within the next 5
years.
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Gary Steele, Executive Chairman of HiLight Semiconductor, explains his
company’s approach:

Communications infrastructure can be a relatively slow-moving
industry, but it has a very long lifetime too. We took our time to
look at analyst reports and speak to customers and worked out ways
we could speed up our customers’ production lines, for example, by
maximising the number of components integrated on our IC. The
telecoms industry wants low-power, robust designs that work totally
reliably over the extremes of outside temperatures and over many
years of continuous operation.

When we started out, very few people knew about the inner workings
of broadband, but now you see optical fibre in TV adverts and
people are more aware of the Internet of Things. They certainly
know about 4G and perhaps 5G phones. Our integrated circuits help
provide the backbones that can support all this data, video, cloud
computing and all the new services that seem to arrive as soon as
more — and lower cost — capacity becomes available.

A fast-growing business

HiLight Semiconductor recently came 6th in the Syndicateroom’s Top 100 of
Britain's fastest-growing businesses. In the last year, the company has
created more than 15 new high-level engineering jobs and the total number of
employees will soon reach 60.

News story: Next-generation services:
new fund for industry and research

A new pioneer fund worth £20 million will create new opportunities for
businesses and researchers to work together to develop the next generation of
services for the accountancy, insurance and legal industries.

The challenge is the latest in the Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund.
Investing in the UK'’s world-leading research and the most innovative
businesses, the fund seeks to take on the biggest industrial and societal
challenges of our time.

It will be delivered by Innovate UK, which is part of UK Research and
Innovation.

ISCF Wave 2 — Next-generation services
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A closer look at the services industry

Estimates put the services industry at almost 80% of the UK economy. This
includes financial and professional services, which on their own employ 2.2
million and have a value of £190 billion.

With the advancement of technologies such as artificial intelligence and data
analytics, there is an opportunity to make the industry more efficient,
productive and globally competitive — and, importantly, able to provide the
very best services to clients and customers.

The challenge now is to make sure the industry is primed for the future and
that the UK leads this huge market opportunity.

Through the £20 million pioneer fund, the government will support industry
and research to work on projects that transform the industry. Details of
activity within the fund will be released shortly.

Delivering the Industrial Strategy

The funding is part of a £1 billion deal between the government and 50
leading businesses and organisations to place the UK at the forefront of
artificial intelligence. It features over £300 million of private sector
investment.

Artificial intelligence is one of the 4 grand challenges set out in the
government’s Industrial Strategy. These are global trends that, if the UK can
exploit, will allow us to lead the industries, improve people’s lives and the
country’s productivity.
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