
News story: International Development
Secretary praises rapid plague
response

The plague, which causes fever, chills, head and body aches, vomiting and
nausea within a few days, came close to affecting nine countries last year,
including Tanzania, Mozambique, Kenya, Ethiopia and South Africa, and
becoming a larger scale epidemic that could threaten health security and
damage economies.

The disease – which can rapidly spread between humans through airborne
droplets – affected more than 2,000 people and led to around 200 deaths.

Rapid response by the UK and international partners prevented the plague from
claiming more lives and reduced the risk of it spreading internationally,
including to the UK.

International Development Secretary Penny Mordaunt said:

Deadly diseases like the plague have no respect for borders.
Preventing outbreaks like this, as well as Ebola and Zika, saves
lives around the world and stops them reaching the UK, which is
firmly in all our interests.

UK aid helped stop the potential spread of plague across Africa.
Our support helped the World Health Organization send vital doses
of antibiotics to Madagascar to deal with the crisis, making us all
safer.

Cruel diseases like the plague have no place in the modern world
and our rapid response with international partners stopped this
from becoming a global health threat, which would have endangered
more lives and destroyed economies.

With our support, the World Health Organization (WHO) sent out more than 100
international experts to deal with the crisis, along with 1.2 million doses
of antibiotics, and also set up nine specialist treatment centres in
Madagascar to care for those affected. The UK is a major funding partner for
the WHO’s new Health Emergencies Programme, which has been successful in
helping to contain this outbreak and others such as Ebola in Democratic
Republic of the Congo and of Marburg virus on the Ugandan/Kenyan border.

UK aid, through DFID and the Department of Health and Social Care, funded a
team of three public health experts who flew to Madagascar and provided
advice in monitoring the disease, preventing further infection including
through introducing border surveillance and safe burial practices.
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DFID has also been supporting WHO’s regional office in Africa to help them
prepare, prevent and respond to disease outbreaks rapidly in 21 countries at
risk. For example, strengthening the surveillance systems for yellow fever in
Angola and the Democratic Republic of Congo to enhance the detection of Zika.

Investing in health systems early helps the poorest countries stand on their
own two feet and is great value for money, because it enhances the world’s
ability to prevent epidemics, rather than reacting to the next crisis.
Evidence suggests that for every £1 invested in preparation a £2 return can
be achieved in terms of savings on future spend/investments.

Public Health Minister Steve Brine said:

Disease transcends lines drawn on a map—and we have a duty to share
our expertise to fight outbreaks of deadly disease across the
world. Our expert Rapid Support Team played a key role in
containing this plague, as well as building the skills of local
healthcare workers in responding to future outbreaks.

DFID will be investing more so African countries such as Uganda and the
Democratic Republic of Congo have the capability to respond quickly to
disease outbreaks. The UK’s support will build African countries’ health
systems to make sure they have well trained staff, and strong data and
surveillance systems to prevent and address disease outbreaks quickly.

This will help prevent devastating epidemics that destroy lives and
economies. During the West Africa Ebola epidemic $2.2 billion in GDP was lost
in Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, threatening not only the macroeconomic
stability of the region but also food security, human capital development,
trade and private sector growth.

While the plague epidemic has ended, plague is endemic in some areas of
Madagascar and individual cases of the disease may occur until the end of
April.

The WHO is demonstrating the results of reform efforts. It is working hard to
mobilise quickly and engage with stakeholders to ensure a rapid and effective
response through enhanced leadership, preparedness, monitoring, coordination
and communication.

Press release: 45,000 households move
off benefit cap and into work

Since its introduction in April 2013, 170,000 households have had their
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Housing Benefit capped. Of these, 107,000 are no longer capped, with 45,000
households having moved into work.

The latest Office for National Statistics employment statistics also show
that the employment rate is at a joint record high of 75.3%, with a record
32.2 million people in work.

There are now a record 810,000 job vacancies at any one time, a rise of
17,000 since last quarter and 60,000 a year ago. There are 340,000 more job
vacancies than in 2010.

Work and Pensions Secretary of State Esther McVey said:

Our priority is to have a fair welfare system that promotes work,
while caring for those who cannot – and that is why we brought in
the benefit cap.

I’ve seen for myself how long-term unemployment can blight families
for generations. Behind these figures are real people who have
moved into jobs and are improving their lives for themselves and
their children.

The benefit cap incentivises work, including part-time work, as anyone
eligible for Working Tax Credit (or the equivalent under Universal Credit) is
exempt.

Households where someone receives Disability Living Allowance, Personal
Independence Payment, or the support component of Employment and Support
Allowance and those claiming Carer’s Allowance or Guardian’s Allowance are
also exempt from the cap.

The figures above relate to the number of households who have had their
Housing Benefit capped.

The benefit cap statistics released on 1 February 2018 also include – for the
first time – a limited set of experimental statistics on the number of
households who have had their Universal Credit capped.

Follow DWP on:

News story: Government spend on
digital services passes £3bn mark

Thousands of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) are now signed up to
provide their digital, data and technology services to government, and public
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bodies are utilising their expertise to drive the UK’s digital
transformation.

And this quarter’s newly published sales data shows that we’re having an
impact, with sales reaching £3.2 billion, with 48% of this being spent on
SMEs. This means that £1.43 out of every £3 is going to SMEs.

The latest figures arrive not long after the 3rd birthday of the Digital
Marketplace – created in 2014 by Crown Commercial Service (CCS) and
Government Digital Service (GDS) to make government procurement easier and
more transparent.

The platform hosts CCS frameworks including G-Cloud, Digital Outcomes and
Specialists and Crown Hosting Data Centres.

Niall Quinn, Director, Technology Strategic Category for CCS says:

In the three years since Digital Marketplace was launched, we have
overhauled the public sector procurement landscape, harnessing the
expertise of innovative companies and giving thousands of SMEs the
opportunity to supply to government for the first time. We’re now
planning the next steps of our journey, making the platform and
processes more commercial, more flexible and better tailored to the
needs of users – both buyers and suppliers.

Warren Smith, Director, Digital Marketplace says:

We’ve started to bring the tools, techniques, technologies and
culture of the internet to public procurement and contracting. What
we’ve achieved so far is testament to an amazing team and the
importance of user-centred, design-led, data-driven and open
approaches, but we’ve only scratched the surface. The next 3 years,
to 2020, will see a step-change where these approaches are
mainstreamed across government.

In 2016/17 frameworks available through the Digital Marketplace contributed
towards CCS delivering £725 million in savings including commercial benefits
for taxpayers.

The Digital Marketplace website recorded over 1 million visits in 2017,
compared to the same number in the whole of the preceding two years.
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Speech: PM speech at Wuhan University:
31 January 2018

Thank you very much everybody. And I’m very pleased to be able to be here
today at Wuhan University on this, my first official financial visit to
China. And as we build our golden era of UK-China relations, what we do
between us as two peoples is so very important as a fundamental of that
golden era. In fact, the first visit I made to a country outside the European
Union when I became the British Prime Minister was to China. What I saw then
was a very confident, a very forward-looking country, taking an increasing
role on the world stage.

What I have seen today from the young students that I have met is an example
of that confidence, that forward looking, that desire to take their country
forward. And I can say from the students and young people I’ve met today that
China is in good hands for the future.

Of course, later in my visit here in China, I will be meeting with President
Xi and Premier Li, and discussing some of the mutual interests and challenges
that we both share. One of them I will be looking at today here in Wuhan,
which is how we develop a cleaner environment for the future. But as I said,
what underpins our relations, and as we build our global strategic
partnership, is the people-to-people links. And this Spirit of Youth festival
is a very important example of that. And I would particularly like to thank
Jiang Shuying for everything that she has been doing as the Spirit of Youth
Ambassador, to encourage those links between young people in the United
Kingdom and China.

And today I’ve met Chinese students who’ve studied in the UK, UK students who
are studying here in China. We have more than 150,000 Chinese students in UK
universities, and we have, as part of the visit I’m making here to China, a
UK-China agreement on sharing knowledge of early years education. We look at
university; sharing of university knowledge and expertise, but actually it’s
also good to share in the early years of education as well. We are seeing
more Mandarin being taught in UK schools, and of course thousands of UK
students here in Chinese universities.

And today I’m pleased to announce that we are extending the Shanghai maths
teacher exchange which has been, I believe, a very good example of our
people-to-people links and one of mutual benefit to both our countries.

So, by learning with each other and from each other we can continue to
develop the bonds of friendship that we value, and the bonds of friendship on
which our golden era and UK-China relations are built, bringing our people
closer together not just now, but for years to come in the future. And I hope
– I say to the young people here, you will be the future leaders of your
country, and I hope that in future years you will continue to strengthen the
ties between the United Kingdom and China.
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Press release: Chemicals disposal
investigation: findings published

Sellafield Ltd has today published the findings of an internal investigation
into the disposal of potentially hazardous chemicals at our site last year.

In October 2017, a chemicals inventory check in our Analytical Services
building identified potentially hazardous chemicals requiring safe disposal.

In line with industry best practice, we requested the assistance of the
Army’s Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team to assist with these disposals.

The EOD disposed of the identified chemicals, along with other potentially
hazardous chemicals subsequently identified, using the recognised safest
method: controlled detonation on the Sellafield site.

Following the safe conclusion of these operations, we initiated an internal
investigation to understand the root causes and recommend steps to improve
our future handling of these substances.

The investigation has now concluded. It found the following:

There were 2 root causes:

Our approach to conventional (non-radiological) safety is not always1.
tailored to the risks and hazards of individual facilities

Priority was not given to the disposal of redundant chemicals. This was2.
because they were out of the conscious awareness of the majority of
people within Analytical Services

Additional findings:

All of the redundant chemicals involved were on our chemical inventory
but there was a lack of recognition of the risk associated with their
degradation
A strong nuclear safety culture resulted in the risk being identified by
employees

The investigation proposed recommendations:

A site-wide review of potentially hazardous chemicals identified as1.
requiring non-immediate action following last year’s inventory check.
This will clarify who is responsible and will develop and implement a
new approach for future chemical disposal.
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An external benchmarking exercise to understand best practice for the2.
management of complex chemical inventories.
A review of existing contracts to ensure specialist chemical advice and3.
ongoing support is in place.
A new system for the oversight and control of chemical inventories.4.

Steve Bostock, Sellafield Ltd chief operating officer, said:

The Sellafield site is home to some of the oldest and most complex
risks and hazards anywhere in the world.

It is our responsibility to make sure these hazards are managed in
a way that protects our workforce, the local community and the
environment.

We take this responsibility very seriously, which is why I
initiated an investigation into last year’s chemicals disposal
event at the earliest opportunity.

I’m confident we now have a full understanding of the circumstances
and an improved approach to the management of chemicals, which will
also inform our approach to other potential hazards on our site.
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