Press release: World-leading Blue Belt
expands as new marine protections
revealed

Environment Secretary Michael Gove has today set out plans to create more
than 40 new Marine Conservation Zones across the country — safeguarding
almost 12,000 square kilometres of marine habitats and marking the most
significant expansion of the UK's ‘Blue Belt’ of protected areas to date.

The proposed protections — announced on World Oceans Day — will cover an area
almost eight times the size of Greater London.

The new sites will reach right the way across England’s coastline — from the
South West to Berwick on the Scottish border, with two sites in Northern
Irish offshore waters.

No new activities deemed damaging — such as dredging, or significant coastal
or offshore development — will be allowed to take place in these areas.
Existing harmful activities will be minimised or stopped to allow important
habitats to be restored over time.

Rare or threatened marine habitats and species which will be protected
include the short snouted seahorse, stalked jellyfish and peacock’s tail
seaweed.

At the same time, the Prime Minister will be making a call for urgent global
action to protect the world’s oceans from plastics and other harmful waste.

Speaking at the G7 summit in Canada, she will implore other world leaders to
follow the UK lead in working with business, industry and Non-Governmental
Organisations to find innovative and effective solutions to this issue.

She will say that without joined-up, global action, we cannot effectively
tackle this shared environmental challenge.

The Prime Minister is expected to say:

Marine plastics pollution is one of the greatest environmental
challenges facing the world today.

The UK government is a world leader on this issue, with our 25 Year
Environment Plan setting out a clear ambition to eliminate
avoidable plastic waste to protect our rivers and seas.

There is an urgent need for greater global action and co-ordination
on marine plastics pollution, including working with business,
industry and Non-Governmental Organisations to find innovative and
effective solutions.
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This is a global problem, requiring global solutions.

The Environment Secretary has today announced a total of 41 new Marine
Conservation Zones.

Some 50 zones have already been designated around England as part of the UK’s
ambitious Blue Belt programme, including the first tranche of 27 zones
designated in 2013, followed by the second tranche of 23 sites in 2016.

This third and final tranche will be designated within 12 months of the
consultation, which will last for a period of six weeks. It will cover
approximately 11,700 square km, bringing the total area of protection to over
32,000 square km.

Marine Conservation Zones are just one type of the many Marine Protected
Areas in place around the UK to conserve rare, threatened and nationally
important habitats and species for future generations. Marine Protected Areas
currently cover a total of 209,000 square km.

If approved, the new tranche will take the total figure to around 220, 000
square km — meaning two fifths of the UK coast would be protected.

Environment Secretary, Michael Gove, said:

The UK is surrounded by some of the richest and most diverse sea
life in the world. We must protect these precious habitats for
future generations.

Today marks an important step towards completing our Blue Belt. We
are creating safe havens for our cherished wildlife and putting the
UK at the forefront of marine protection.

Guidance: Commonwealth Marine
Economies (CME) Programme: Pacific
Marine Climate Change Report Card and
Scientific Reviews

These scientific reviews support the Pacific Marine Climate Change Report
Card 2018.
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Press release: UK meeting milestones
for Euratom exit

e new international safeguards agreements signed with the International
Atomic Energy Agency

e moves provide certainty to the civil nuclear industry and international
partners as the UK prepares from Euratom exit

The Nuclear Safeguards Bill has become one of the first pieces of legislation
addressing the United Kingdom'’s departure from the European Union to complete
its passage through Parliament.

The Bill, which will shortly become an Act, addresses the United Kingdom’s
departure from the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom), an
international organisation that governs the peaceful use of nuclear energy
within the EU. This essential legislation enables the government to establish
a domestic nuclear safeguards regime following departure from Euratom and
provides a clear signal to the public, industry and international partners
that the UK is on track to meet its obligations from day one of exit.

Nuclear safeguards are important processes through which the UK demonstrates
to the international community that civil nuclear material is not diverted
into military or weapons programmes.

The UK’'s commitment to international safeguards and nuclear non-proliferation
was reaffirmed in Vienna today, with the signing of 2 new safeguards
agreements with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

These key agreements with the IAEA — of which the UK is a founding member —
are a major milestone in Euratom exit preparations and provide the basis for
civil nuclear trading arrangements. This step will be welcomed by the
industry in the UK and trading partners around the world.

Minister for Business and Industry, Richard Harrington said:

This major step in our work to prepare for Euratom exit ensures
that we will continue in our role as a responsible nuclear state
after leaving the EU and Euratom.

These new agreements emphasise our continued commitment to the IAEA
and to international safegqguards and nuclear non-proliferation,
ensuring continuity for our civil nuclear industry from day one of
exit.

Suella Braverman, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department
for Exiting the European Union, said:
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These agreements are a positive step and will help ensure our
cooperation with third countries in the field of nuclear energy
will continue. This positive progress gives the UK nuclear industry
the confidence that there will be no disruption to these
arrangements as we leave the EU.

These developments come just weeks after the UK signed a new Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement (NCA) with the United States of America, which will
allow the UK and US to continue their mutually beneficial civil nuclear
cooperation when the current Euratom arrangements cease to apply to the UK.

This US-UK NCA is expected to be the first in a series of new international

agreements ensuring uninterrupted cooperation and trade following the UK’s
exit from Euratom.

Notes to Editors

1. The Nuclear Safeguards Bill will amend the Energy Act 2013 to:

a. Provide the Office for Nuclear Regulation with a new safeguards
function

b. Create new powers for the Secretary of State to put in place
regulations setting out the detail of the domestic safequards regime

2. The Bill will also create a limited power for the Secretary of State to
amend 3 existing pieces of legislation to update references to the new
IAEA agreements.

3. The UK’s Voluntary Offer Agreement and Additional Protocol were signed
in Vienna on 7 June.

4, The UK has been a member of the IAEA since its formation in 1957.

5. The signing of new bilateral agreements with the IAEA, a Voluntary Offer
Agreement and Additional Protocol, will replace existing trilateral
arrangements between the IAEA, Euratom and the UK.

6. The new agreements ensure that the IAEA retains its right to inspect all
civil nuclear facilities, and continues to receive current safeguards
reporting, thereby ensuring that international verification of our
safeqguards activity continues to be robust. Such agreements have been
put in place on a voluntary basis by the 5 nuclear-weapon States parties
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

7. The new safeguards regime to be established in the UK will be operated
by the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR). The ONR already regulates
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nuclear safety and security in the UK and has been making preparation to
replace Euratom as the regulator of safeguards.
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Suella Braverman, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the Department
for Exiting the European Union, said:

These agreements are a positive step and will help ensure our
cooperation with third countries in the field of nuclear energy
will continue. This positive progress gives the UK nuclear industry
the confidence that there will be no disruption to these
arrangements as we leave the EU.

These developments come just weeks after the UK signed a new Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement (NCA) with the United States of America, which will
allow the UK and US to continue their mutually beneficial civil nuclear
cooperation when the current Euratom arrangements cease to apply to the UK.

This US-UK NCA is expected to be the first in a series of new international

agreements ensuring uninterrupted cooperation and trade following the UK’s
exit from Euratom.
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Agreement and Additional Protocol, will replace existing trilateral
arrangements between the IAEA, Euratom and the UK.

6. The new agreements ensure that the IAEA retains its right to inspect all
civil nuclear facilities, and continues to receive current safeguards
reporting, thereby ensuring that international verification of our
safeguards activity continues to be robust. Such agreements have been
put in place on a voluntary basis by the 5 nuclear-weapon States parties
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to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

7. The new safeguards regime to be established in the UK will be operated
by the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR). The ONR already regulates
nuclear safety and security in the UK and has been making preparation to
replace Euratom as the regulator of safeguards.

Press release: Work starts on
Northumberland flood defence

Work will start on Monday (11 June) on a £65,000 flood embankment which will
protect homes in Hexham from flooding.

Storm Desmond saw flooding to 15 properties at Tyne Green, Hexham, on 5
December 2015.

Properties flooded as a result of water from the River Tyne flowing through
an underpass beneath the Newcastle-Carlisle railway line near to Tyne Green
Golf Course.

The Environment Agency prioritises delivery of new and improved flood
defences using government funding over a rolling six year programme, to
schemes which provide the greatest benefits to protect properties from
flooding.

Due to the small number of properties that would benefit, against the cost of
delivering a flood scheme at Tyne Green, the Environment Agency had been
unable to deliver new flood defences in the area.

Funded by residents

The work is being uniquely funded by residents who have pooled individual
grants made available to them following flooding over the winter period of
2015/16.

The Environment Agency and Northumberland County Council worked closely with
Tyne Green residents, Northumbrian Water and Network Rail to provide a
creative solution.

The work will take around three weeks to complete and will be marked by a
celebration event with the local community later in the summer.

The flood embankment, to be built by Breheny Civil Engineering, has been
designed to protect against a flood event similar to that experienced by Tyne
Green residents during Storm Desmond.

Chris Hood, Project Manager for the Environment Agency, said:
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The start of this work marks the final step in what has been a long
and difficult journey for local residents. I would like to thank
them for their support and continued patience while we have worked
together with Network Rail and others to find the best and most
cost-effective solution at Tyne Green.

They have used their initiative and all worked together to pool
their grants which has allowed us to be able to build this flood
bank. We hope this protection afforded by the new defence will now
provide local residents with peace of mind when bad weather
threatens in the future.

Innovative solution

Northumberland County Councillor Glen Sanderson, Cabinet member for
Environment and Local Services, said:

It shows what a big impact Storm Desmond had on our county when
improvement schemes are still ongoing more than two years after the
event.

This is another fine example of agencies working with local
communities to find innovative solutions to improve their areas and
prevent flooding events damaging their homes in the future.

County Councillor for Hexham Central with Acomb Trevor Cessford added:

This is great news for local residents and should hopefully provide
peace of mind and security for the future. I would also like to say
a huge thanks to all the residents for their patience and
understanding in this drawn out matter and for the selfless
financial contributions they themselves have made towards the
project.

The Environment Agency is urging people to ‘Prepare, Act, Survive’ by
visiting the Floods Destroy website and do three things to prepare for
flooding.

e check your postcode and find out if you are at risk of flooding

e sign-up for free flood warnings if you are at risk

e view and save the 3-point flood plan so you know how to ‘Prepare, Act,
Survive’ in a flood
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